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500 Years of Florida HistoryThe Seventeenth Century
by Connie L. Lester and Daniel Murphree
eventeenth-century Florida little resembled the region Ponce
de Leon first visited in 1513. Various indigenous peoples still
dominated the peninsula but their numbers had dramatically
declined over the years due to disease, warfare, and migration.
Thousands of Europeans visited the locale during the 1600s,
many of them planning to stay permanently, few of them actually
doing so, and most failing to realize their economic, religious or
imperial goals there. Africans and African Americans also lived in
the region and its hinterlands, though the majority did so under
circumstances they would not have chosen. Partially as a result,
by 1700 Florida had become a representative community of the
progressively diverse and complicated Atlantic, Caribbean, and
American Worlds. Ponce's Florida no longer existed.
Modern scholars increasingly have investigated seventeenth
century Florida to better understand these dynamics. While much
of Florida's past during this period remains unknown, a great deal
has been revealed. The intermingling of Native, European, and
African peoples fostered resistance, accommodation, and hybridity.
Religion functioned as both a bridge and chasm for cross-cultural
interaction. Environmental conditions produced profits, despair,
and uncertainty for the region's inhabitants. Warfare became more
frequent and deadly as imperial rivalries intensified. Images and
perceptions of Florida evolved, enticing and confusing residents
and non-residents alike. While professional historians and others
have not reached consensus on all of these issues, they have created

S

[467]
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sophisticated interpretations that improve our understandings of
both the region and period.
This issue of the Florida Historical Quarterly is the second of the
planned six Special Issues devoted to an examination of Florida's
five centuries of history. Dr. Sherry Johnson, Professor of History
at Florida International University, will be the guest editor for
the 2015 issue on the Eighteenth Century. Subsequent guest
editors are Dr. James Cusick (1800-1865 scheduled for 2016), Dr.
John David Smith (1865-1920 scheduled for 2016), and Dr. Gary
Mormino (1920-2000 scheduled for 2017).
Publication of this series would not be possible without
the continued support of the Florida Historical Society and its
members. The editors of this Special Issue are especially grateful
to Dean Jose B. Fernandez and the University of Central Florida
College of Arts and Humanities for partially underwriting the 2014
Special Issue on Seventeenth-Century Florida.
The following essays present a window into current scholarly
perspectives on seventeenth century Florida. Guest editor Jane
Landers provides both an overview of historiography related to
the topic and analysis of Florida's role in geopolitics during the
era. Bonnie Mcewan offers an anthropologist's evaluation of the
peninsula during the 1600s and a specific examination of life
(and archaeological reconstructions of it) at Mission San Luis. St.
Augustine, the capital and principle city of Spanish Florida, is the
focus of two contributors. Susan Parker addresses the development
of the settlement economically and demographically over the course
of the century while Diane Reigelsperger highlights the global
imperial struggles engulfing the city in reference to the 1688 Searles'
Raid. Long-time colonial Florida historian Amy Turner Bushnell
offers a new assessment of native-Spanish relations during the period,
an assessment that challenges conventional interpretations and
illustrates the continued richness of Florida as a topic of historical
research.
Combined, these efforts demonstrate the multiple
approaches scholars are currently taking to better understand a land
that is distant in time, but still fresh in historical memory.
This Special Issue is the second in a six part series dedicated to
commemorating Ponce de Leon's first exploration of Florida and
each century that has passed since then. Our goal is to provide
readers with a sampling of the best scholarship being produced
on Florida's past today. Its contributors do not claim to have the
last word on the subject and different interpretations will surely
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surface in future years. Nevertheless, the scholarship presented
here represents a milestone in our knowledge of the seventeenth
century. Never before have historians enjoyed as many tools for
deciphering the past as they do today. Rarely before have the
results of scholarly investigations been as readily accessible to
academics and the general public. We believe that this Special Issue
of the Florida Historical Quarterly reflects these developments and
hope that it becomes a permanent fixture on the bookshelves of all
those interested in the state's seventeenth century past.
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Historiography of Seventeenth-Century
La Florida
by Jane Landers

T

he historiography of seventeenth-century La Florida (which
Spain claimed reached from the Florida Keys north to
Newfoundland and west to "the mines of Mexico") is,
like the Spanish empire itself, less rich than its sixteenth-century
counterpart. This is primarily because the declension narrative
for this period lacks the drama of the early explorations and the
martyrdoms of devoted missionaries which were the focus of
much of the sixteenth-century literature. Most scholars trained in
colonial Latin American history, as I was, focused not on Florida,
but rather on sites deemed more important: the great indigenous
empires and Spanish conquests of New Spain (Mexico) and Peru.
As a graduate student at the University of Florida, I was warned
that to work on Florida would lead to being "typecast as a local
historian." Fortunately, I disregarded this advice and followed in the
daunting footsteps of noted historians such as Michael V. Gannon,
Eugene Lyon, Paul E. Hoffman, Amy Turner Bushnell and John H.
Hann and archaeologists such as Kathleen A. Deagan and Jerald T.
Milanich, all role models for exacting and collaborative research.

Jane Landers is The Gertrude Conaway Vanderbilt Professor of History at Vanderbilt
University in Nashville, Tennessee. She is the author, editor, or co-editor of seven
books, including Atlantic Creoles in the Age of Revolutions (2010) and Black Society in
Spanish Florida (1999, 2001 , 2002, 2005). She is President of the Conference on
Latin American Studies.

[470]
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Florida as a Spanish Borderland
Other factors contributing to this general scholarly inattention
to Florida might be that relatively few scholars were trained in early
Spanish paleography and Florida was not considered part of either
the traditional fields of North American or Latin American history.
At best, Florida was discussed as a lesser borderland. The father of
the Borderlands School, Herbert Eugene Bolton, of the University
of California, Berkeley, argued in the early twentieth century that
the Americas had a common history and that historians of the
United States needed to include the Spanish colonial experience,
not just the Anglo, in their narratives. Using and translating
Spanish archival materials, he focused primarily on the history
of the mission and presidio systems of the American Southwest,
particularly Texas, Louisiana, and California. But Bolton also
showed interest in the Spanish Southeast. In 1921 he published The
Spanish Borderlands: A Chronicle of Old Florida and the Southwest and
in 1925 Bolton and co-author Mary Ross published The Debatable
Land: A Sketch of the Anglo-Spanish Contest for the Georgia Country.
These works covered imperial competition over the sixteenth to
eighteenth centuries in what was once La Florida. 1 Four years later,
Verner W. Crane's classic The Southern Frontier, 1670-1732 (1929)
covered the same swath of time and focused on Greater Florida
in archival detail, albeit from British colonial records. Crane also
extended his study to French Louisiana and his work was notable for
its early attention to the economic and political interests of diverse
indigenous groups in this debated southern frontier. 2 ]. Leitch
Wright's Anglo-Spanish Rivalry in North America (1971) also covered
imperial disputes and the consequences for Greater Florida and
was notable for its deep research in Spanish, British, Mexican and
U.S. archives. 3 A much more recent work, though written from the
same imperial perspective, is Timothy Paul Grady's Anglo-Spanish

2
3

Herbert Eugene Bolton, The Spanish Borderlands: A Chronicle of Old Florida
and the Southwest (New Haven: Yale University Press, 1921); Herbert Eugene
Bolton and Mary]. Ross, The Debatable Land: A Sketch of the Anglo-Spanish Contest
for the Georgia Country (New York: Russell & Russell, 1968). A generation of
Bolton students went on to produce a number of important Southwestern
borderlands histories based in Spanish archival sources.
VernerW. Crane, The SouthernFrontier, 1670-1732 (1929); 2nd ed. with preface
by Peter H. Wood (New York: W.W. Norton & Company, 1981).
]. Leitch Wright, Anglo-Spanish Rivalry in North America (Athens: University of
Georgia Press, 1971) .
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Rivalry in Colonial South-East America, 1650-1725. 4 An older work
that covers imperial competition for Pensacola for the period is
- Lawrence Carroll Ford's The TriangularStruggleforSpanishPensacola,
1689-1739, which is now online. 5 Other works covering Pensacola
in this period include Judith Ann Bense, Archaeology of Colonial
Pensacola (1999) and her edited collection Presidio Santa Maria de
Calve (2003) .6 John]. Clune and Margo S. Stringfield's Historic
Pensacola, published in commemoration of the 450th anniversary
of Pensacola's original founding, briefly covers the seventeenthcentury history and archaeology of the site. 7
The Quincentenary of the so-called "Discovery" of the
Americas, in 1992, generated a wide range of new scholarship,
museum exhibits, and archaeological investigations on the
Spanish borderlands, including Florida, and while most focused
on the first contacts and the sixteenth century, some extended
coverage into the seventeenth century. This wave of scholarship
turned from great explorers to the original inhabitants of the
lands "discovered." This shift responded, in part, to the protest
against the Quincentenary celebrations by the American Indian
Movement, the First Nations of Canada and other indigenous
activists. In this vein, archaeologist David Hurst Thomas edited
a three volume series for the Smithsonian Institution Press titled
Columbian Consequence, the second volume of which Columbian
Consequences: Archaeological and Historical Perspectives on the Spanish
Borderlands East (1990), focused on Florida and the Southeast. 8 Just
in time for the Quincentenary commemorations, David]. Weber
published a synthetic account that for the first time fully connected

4
5

6

7
8

Timothy Paul Grady, Anglo-Spanish Rivalry in Colonial South-East America, 16501725 (London: Pickering and Chatto, 2010).
Lawrence Carroll Ford, The TriangularStruggleforSpanishPensacola, 1689-1739,
(Washington, DC: Catholic University of America Press, 1939) also online at
http://ufdc.ufl.edu/ ?b=UF00055630&v=00001 / .
Judith Ann Bense, Archaeology of Colonial Pensacola (Gainesville: University
Press of Florida, 1999) and Judith Ann Bense, ed., Presidio Santa Maria de Calve
(Gainesville: University Press of Florida, 2003)
John J. Clune and Margo S. Stringfield's Historic Pensacola (Gainesville:
University Press of Florida, 2009).
David Hurst Thomas, ed., Columbian Consequences: Archaeological and Historical
Perspectives on the Spanish Borderlands (Washington, DC: Smithsonian Institution
Press, 1990).
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the Southwestern and Southeastern borderlands in The Spanish
Frontier in North America (1992) .9
A decade after the Quincentenary Paul E. Hoffman combined
his own deep archival research with an impressive synthesis of the
most scholarly works on Greater Florida and the Southeastern
borderlands in Florida s Frontiers (2002). Hoffman covered the
seventeenth century in three packed chapters. 10 Others who
examined the economics of imperial contests in the Southeast
with some discussion of the impact on seventeenth-century Florida
Indians include Alan Gallay's The Indian Slave Trade: The Rise of the
English Empire in the American South, 1670-1717 (2002) and Joseph
M. Hall, Jr. 's Zamuno s Gifts: Indian European Exchange in the Colonial
Southeast (2009) . 11 Robert C. Galgano also updated comparative
borderlands mission studies in Feast of Souls: Indians and Spaniards
in the Seventeenth-Century Missions ofFlorida and New Mexico (2005) .12
Institutional Histories of Seventeenth-Century La Florida
Catholic Church History
Like the Southwestern borderlands historians, early scholars
of Florida focused on key institutions such as the church and the
military. In this vein Maynard Geiger produced The Franciscan
Conquest of Florida (1573-1618) (1937) and Biographical Dictionary
of the Franciscans in Spanish Florida and Cuba, 1528-1841 ( 1940)
and Michael V. Gannon produced the classic church history, The
Cross in the Sand: The Early Catholic Church in Florida, 1513-1870

9
10
11

12

David J. Weber, The Spanish Frontier in North America (New Haven: Yale University
Press, 1992).
Paul E. Hoffman, Florida'sFrontiers (Bloomington, IN: Indiana University Press,
2002).
Alan Gallay, The Indian Slave Trade: The Rise of the English Empire in the American
South, 1670-1717 (New Haven: Yale University Press, 2002) ;Joseph M. Hall, Jr.,
Zamuno's Gifts: Indian European Exchange in the Colonial Southeast (Philadelphia:
University of Pennsylvania Press, 2009).
Robert C. Galgano, Feast of Souls: Indians and Spaniards in the SeventeenthCentury Missions of Florida and New Mexico (Albuquerque: University of New
Mexico Press, 2005). A collection of papers from an international Franciscan
conference held in St. Augustine in 2011, "From La Florida to La California:
the Genesis and Realization of Franciscan Evangelization in the Spanish
Borderlands," is currently being edited by Timothy Johnson and proves that
comparative Spanish Borderlands remain of interest.
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(1965). 13 More than thirty-five years later, Robert Kapitzke
examined how religion and conflicts between secular and regular
· clergy (and family feuds) shaped politics in seventeenth-century
St. Augustine in Religion, Power, and Politics in Colonial St. Augustine
(2001). 14 New research on the Catholic Church in Spanish Florida
will now be easier since the Diocese of St. Augustine supported
the digitalization of the its parish records which are the oldest
in the nation and begin in 1595. These unique records will soon
be electronically available through the Ecclesiastical and Secular
Sources for Slave Societies digital archive at Vanderbilt University
at http:/ /www.vanderbilt.edu/ esss/index.php.
Military History

The largest ex1stmg Spanish colonial structure in the
Southeast, St. Augustine's Castillo de San Marcos, was begun in
1672 contemporary with many of its Caribbean counterparts in
Cuba, Puerto Rico, Colombia, and Panama. This great coquina
masterpiece became a National Monument, as did the smaller and
newer Fort Matanzas. Those structures and remnants of some still
visible defensive lines naturally attracted attention from military
historians such as Verne E. Chatelain who wrote The Defenses of
Spanish Florida, 1565-1763 ( 1940) .15 Working in a variety of archival
sources, military historian Luis Rafael Arana later produced a large
number of archival reports on the military history of Florida and
of the Castillo for the National Park Service, the Florida National
Guard and other public history entities, upon which other historians
relied heavily. With architectural historian Albert Manucy, Arana
wrote The Building of the Castillo de San Marcos ( 1977) and in 1999
El Escribano: The St. Augustine Journal of History published a special
issue titled "Defense and Defenders at St. Augustine" devoted to

13

14
15

Maynard Geiger, The Franciscan Conquest of Florida, 1573-1618 (Washington,
DC: Catholic University of America, 1937) and Biographical Dictionary of the
Franciscans in Spanish Florida and Cuba, 1528-1841 (Paterson, NJ: St. Anthony
Guild Press, 1940); Michael V. Gannon, The Cross in the Sand: The Early Catholic
Church in Florida, 1513-1870, (Gainesville: University Presses of Florida, 1965).
Robert L. Kapitzke, Religfon, Power, and Politics in Colonial St. Augustine
(Gainesville: University Press of Florida, 2001).
Verne E. Chatelaine, The Defenses of Spanish Florida, 1565-1763 (Washington,
DC: Carnegie Institution of Washington, 1941).
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Arana's many important essays. 16 Manucy earlier wrote the popular
survey The Houses of St. Augustine: Notes on the Architecture from 15651821.17
Economic History

While Eugene Lyon and Paul Hoffman's work concentrated
on the explorations and earliest settlements of La Florida in the
sixteenth century, they also paid close attention to the financing
of the Florida enterprise and to Caribbean defense in general. 18
Amy Turner Bushnell's early work on seventeenth-century Florida
also focused on economics, adding a social dimension to her work.
Her article in this journal entitled, "The Menendez Marquez Cattle
Barony at La Chua and the Determinants of Economic Expansion in
Seventeenth-Century Florida" (1978) explored the development of
cattle ranches in Florida's interior and her subsequent monograph
followed the same family as royal treasurers of Florida in The King's
Coffer: Proprietors of the Spanish Florida Treasury, 1565-1702 (1981). 19
Engle Sluiter gathered quantitative data from the Archivo General
de Indias for Spain's annual government payroll for Florida in The
Florida Situado: Quantifying the First Eighty Years, 1513-1651 ( 1985) ,
which other scholars can analyze. 20
Ethnohistorical Works on Seventeenth-Century La Florida

Florida's rich and diverse Indian history has always attracted
scholarly attention, but much of it focused on pre-historical and
contact groups of the sixteenth century. As Charles M. Hudson and

16
17
18

19

20

"Defenses and Defenders at St. Augustine," El Escribano: the St. Augustinejournal
of History, 36 (St. Augustine: The St. Augustine Historical Society, 1999).
Albert C. Manucy, The Houses of St. Augustine (St. Augustine: St. Augustine
Historical Society, 1962. Reprint, Gainesville: University Press of Florida, 1992).
Eugene Lyon, The Enterprise of Florida: Pedro Menendez de Avilis and the Spanish
Conquest, 1565-1568 (Gainesville: University Presses of Florida, 1974); Paul E.
Hoffman, The Spanish Crown and the Defense of the Indies: Precedent, Patrimonialism
and Rayal Patrimony (Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 1980).
Amy Turner Bushnell, "The Menendez Marquez Cattle Barony at La Chua and
the Determinants of Economic Expansion in Seventeenth-Century Florida,"
Florida Historical Quarterly 56 ( 1978): 263-284; The King's Coffer: Proprietors of the
Spanish Florida Treasury, 1565-1702 (Gainesville: University Presses of Florida,
1981).
Engel Sluiter, The Florida Situado: Quantifying the First Eighty Years, 1513-1651
(Research Publications of the P. K. Yonge Library of Florida History, Series no,
1. Gainesville: University of Florida Libraries, 1985).
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Carmen Chaves Tesser's aptly titled book The Forgotten Centuries:
Indians and Eurapeans in the American South, 1521-1704 (1994)
-reminds, the seventeenth century remained relatively unexplored. 21
One important and rare primary source for the period in English
is Jonathan Dickinson sJournal, by a Quaker slave trader wrecked on
the Florida coast in 1696 and enslaved by the Florida Indians.22 An
equally rare social history of seventeenth century St. Augustine is
Susan R. Parker's unpublished dissertation, "The Second Century
of Settlement in Spanish St. Augustine, 1670-1763" (1999) .23
Drawing on her deep knowledge of Spanish archival sources and
the unequalled archaeological research for St. Augustine, Parker
includes fascinating accounts of the city's urban Indians, architecture,
food, material culture, finance and Catholic Church confraternities.
Much of the ethnohistorical scholarship produced on the
seventeenth century derives from the decades-old union of history
and archaeology in Florida, and much of it is written by scholars
trained at the University of Florida (Gannon, Lyon, Hoffman,
Deagan, Bushnell, Milanich, McEwan, Landers, Parker and Worth).
Just as Eugene Lyon and Paul E. Hoffman's archival discoveries
helped guide archaeological research on sixteenth-century Florida,
the multi-lingual and exacting archival research of Bushnell, Hann,
Parker, and Worth helped advance path-breaking archaeological
on seventeenth-century Florida.
Bushnell's
investigations
monograph, Situado and Sabana: Spain s Support System for the Presidio
and Mission Provinces o/Flmida (1994) grew out of the archaeological
investigations of Mission Santa Catalina de Guale, directed by David
Hurst Thomas on Saint Catherine's Island. In it she examined "the
mixed support system by which Spain maintained an economically
unprofitable but strategic presidia! colony." 24 Worth conducted
21

22

23
24

Charles M. Hudson and Carmen Chaves Tesser, eds., The Forgotten Centuries:
Indians and Europeans in the American South, 1521-1704 (Athens, GA: University
of Georgia Press, 1994) .
Jonathan Dickinson '.s Journal, or Gods Protecting Providence, Being the Narrative of a
Journey from Port &yal in Jamaica to Phi!mklphia, August 23, 1696 to April 1, 1697,
ed. Evangeline Walker Andrews and Charles McLean Andrews (Port Salemo, FL:
Florida Classics Library, 1945); reprint (New Haven: Yale University Press, 1961).
Susan R. Parker, "The Second Century of Settlement in Spanish St. Augustine,
1670-1763" (Ph.D. dissertation, University of Florida, 1999).
Amy Turner Bushnell, Situado and Sabana: Spain '.s Support System for the Presidio
and Mission Provinces of Florida (New York: Anthropological Papers of the
American Museum of Natural History, num. 74, distributed by the University
of Georgia Press, 1994) , 15. This work is now also available online at http:/ I
digi tallibrary.amnh .org/ dspace/ handle/ 2246 / 269.
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extensive archival research to produce a two volume set based on his
dissertation entitled The Timucuan Chiefdoms of Spanish Florida, Vol. 1
Assimilation and Vol. 2 Resistance and Destruction ( 1998). 25 Milani ch
also covered this group in the seventeenth century in The Timucua
( 1999) and in Laboring in the Fie/,ds of the Lord: Spanish Missions and
the Southeastern Indians (1999). 26 My own work on seventeenth and
eighteenth-century Africans and their descendants in Florida, Black
Society in Spanish Florida (1999), also benefited from the mentorship
of Gannon, Lyon, Hoffman, Bushnell and Deagan and helped
support archaeological research at Gracia Real de Santa Teresa de
Mose, the first free black settlement in what is today the United
States, as well as the development of a museum exhibit on that site. 27
A number of the historians mentioned above also produced
a large corpus of translated and annotated Spanish documents of
the period. Worth's important documentary collection gathered in
the Archivo General de Indias, The Struggle for the Georgia Coast: An
Eighteenth-Century Retrospective on Guale and Mocama ( 1995), in fact, is
almost entirely devoted to seventeenth-century materials. 28 Robert
Matter compiled a variety of seventeenth-century documents in
Pre-Seminole Florida: Spanish Soldiers, Friars, and Indian Missions,
1513-1763 (1990). 29 Anthropologists Jerald T. Milanich and
William C. Sturtevant translated and annotated Francisco Pareja's
1613 Confessionario: A Documentary Source for Timucuan Ethnography
(1972). 30 Historianjohn H. Hann focused on seventeenth-century
missionary and military accounts to produce an impressive group
of monographs on the ethnohistory of various indigenous groups

25
26

27

28

29
30

John E. Worth, The Timucuan Chiefdoms of Spanish Florida, Vol. 1 Assimilation and
Vol. 2 Resistance and Destruction (Gainesville: University Press of Florida, 1998).
Jerald T. Milanich, The Timucua (Cambridge, Mass.: Blackwell Publishers,
1996); Laboring in the Fields of the Lord: Spanish Missions and the Southeastern
Indians (Washington, DC: Smithsonian Institution Press, 1999).
Jane Landers, Black Society in Spanish Florida (Urbana: University of Illinois
Press, 1999) ; The catalogue exhibit is Kathleen A. Deagan and Darcie A.
MacMahon, Fort Mose: Colonial America's Black Fortress of Freedom (Gainesville:
University Press of Florida, 1995).
John E. Worth, The Struggle for the Georgia Coast: An Eighteenth-Century Retrospective
on Guale and Mocama (New York: Anthropological Papers of the American
Museum of Natural History, num. 75 May, 1995).
Robert Matter, Pre-Seminole Florida: Spanish Soldiers, Friars, and Indian Missions,
1513-1763 (New York: Garland Publishers, 1990).
Jerald T. Milanich and William C. Sturtevant, ed. Francisco Pareja 's 1613
Confessionario: A Documentary Source for Timucuan Ethnography (Tallahassee:
Florida Department of State, 1972).
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in Florida. Among them are Apalachee: The Land between the
Rivers (1988), Missions to the Calusa (1991), which is an extremely
important collection of archival materials on the seventeenthcentury, A History of the Timucua Indians and Missions (1996), An
Early Florida Adventure Story ( 1998), Indians of Central and South
Florida, 1513-1763 (2003) and The Native American World beyond
Apalachee: West Florida and the Chattahoochee Valley (2006) .31 Much
of Hahn's research supported the archaeology of the Mission San
Luis de Talimali, discussed by Bonnie McEwan in this special issue.
McEwan and Hann also co-authored The Apalachee Indians and
Mission San Luis (1998). 32 McEwan edited two other volumes of
historical archaeology which include essays on seventeenth-century
Florida, The Spanish Missions of La Florida (1993) and Indians of
the Greater Southeast (2000). 33 Hann's voluminous research notes
and papers are being prepared for donation to the P. K. Yonge
Library of Florida History at the George A. Smathers Library of the
University of Florida.
The P. K. Yonge Library already holds a number of important
microfilm collections of interest to historians of seventeenthcentury Florida, including the Florida Legajos Collection, the
Joseph Byrne Lockey Documents, the John E. Worth Collection
and the Matt D. Childs Collections of materials copied in the
Archivo General de Indias. The Smathers Library also holds the
Herschel E. Shepard Digital Collection of over 800 architectural
drawings, photos and documents related to Shepard's dedicated
research on Florida projects, including the Mission San Luis. 34 In
process is a major effort funded by the National Endowment for

31

32
33

34

John H. Hann, Apalachee: The Land between the Rivers (Gainesville: University
Presses of Florida, 1988); Missions to the Calusa (Gainesville University of
Florida Press, 1991); A History of the Timucua Indians and Missions (Gainesville:
University Press of Florida, 1996); An Early Florida Adventure Story (Gainesville:
University Press of Florida, 2001); Indians of Central and South Florida, 15131763 (Gainesville: University Press of Florida, 2003); The Native American World
beyond Apalachee: West Florida and the Chattahoochee Valley( Gainesville: University
Press of Florida, 2006).
John H. Hann and Bonnie G. McEwan, The Apalachee Indians and Mission San
Luis( Gainesville: University Press of Florida, 1998) .
Bonnie G. McEwan, The Spanish Missions of La Florida (Gainesville: University
Press of Florida, 1993); Indians of the Greater Southeast: Historical Archaeology and
Ethnohistory (Gainesville: University Press of Florida, 2003).
The Herschel E. Shepard Digital Collection, University of Florida Digital
Collections, George Smathers Library, University of Florida. http: / / ufdc.ufl.
edu/ shepard
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the Humanities to digitalize all the archaeological reports, maps,
drawings and other materials generated by the last decades of
archaeological excavations in St. Augustine.
Resources for Seventeenth-Century Florida

I would refer readers to the special issue on the sixteenth
century for Paul E. Hoffman's review of existing bibliographic guides
and databases for Greater Florida, which I will not repeat here. As
a supplement to that thorough coverage, I would offer James H.
O'Donnell, Southeastern Frontiers: EurofJeans, Africans, and American
Indians, 1513-1840: A Critical Bibliography (1982) and Lawrence A.
Clayton's The Hispanic Experience in North America: Sources for Study in
the United States ( 1992) .35 Primary documents for seven teen th-century
Florida can be accessed online and include Documentos Hist6ricQs de
la Rorida y la Luisiana, sigws XVI al XVIII, edited by Manuel Serrano
y Sanz (1912) available at http:/ / onlinebooks.library.upenn.edu/
webbin/book/lookupid?key=ha001264065 and the materials in the
Portal de Archivos Espaiioles (PARES) also online at http:/ /pares.
mcu.es/.
The essays in this special issue also contain detailed discussions
of the relevant historiography for their topics and footnotes to
track for further research. Finally, Michael V. Gannon has just
re-edited a new edition of The New History of FWrida (2013) that
includes chapters on seventeenth-century Florida by John Hann
(on Florida's missions), William S. Coker (on Pensacola), Amy
Turner Bushnell (on Florida's diminishing Indian populations)
and Daniel L. Schafer (on the effects of international wars and
English raids) .36

35

36

James H. O'Donnell, Southeastern Frontiers: Europeans, Africans, and American
Indians, 1513-1840: A Critical Bibliography) (Newberry Library: Indiana
University Press, 1982) ; Lawrence A. Clayton, The Hispanic Experience in North
America: Sources for Study in the United States (Columbus: Ohio State University
Press, 1999).
Michael V. Gannon, ed., The New History ofFlorida (Gainesville: University Press
of Florida 1996, 2013).
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The Geopolitics of Seventeenth-Century
Florida
by Jane Landers
cholars have dubbed the seventeenth century Spain's
"Century of Depression." 1 European wars and a cycle of.
disastrous droughts and epidemics (1597-1602, 1640s and
1680s) followed by famines severely strained Spain's financial and
administrative resources. The general crisis was exacerbated by
declines in American silver revenues caused by the demographic
collapse of the native labor pools in New Spain and Peru. These
multiple disasters combined to bring low the once glorious Spanish
empire. After a series of bankruptcies Spain resorted to devaluing its
currency. To prop up the enfeebled state, it impounded private silver,
refused to pay debts, and finally was forced to pay usurious interest
on foreign loans. In desperation the Crown also increased taxation
on the already miserable peasants, triggering a mass migration
from the countryside to ever-more crowded Spanish cities. Sensing
their moment, peripheral regions such as Catalonia, the Basque

S

Jane Landers is The Gertrude Conaway Vanderbilt Professor of History at Vanderbilt
University in Nashville, Tennessee. She is th e author, co-author, editor or coeditor of seven books, including A tlantic Creo/,es in the Age of Revolutions (2010) and
Black Society in Spanish Florida ( 1999, 2001 , 2002, 2005). She is the President of the
Conference on Latin American Studies.
1
Fernand Braudel describes the calamities Spain experienced as part of a
general Mediterranean cycle in The M editerranean and the M editerranean World
in the Age of Philip II (New York: Harper and Row, 1976) .
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Provinces, Portugal, Sicily and Naples made a bid for autonomy. 2
When the last Spanish Hapsburg king, Charles II (nicknamed the
Bewitched for his mental and physical deficiencies), died without
an heir in 1700, Spain's Minister of the Indies,Jose de Galvez, noted
"Spain was hardly less defunct than its dead master." 3 Galvez was
not alone in his assessment. Domestic critics, or arbitristas, decried
Spain's endless and embarrassing problems and their writings
added to a sense of general disillusionment. Cervantes wrote Don
Quixote in this spirit. 4 Many of the desperate Spanish poor sailed for
the Americas, imagining that they would improve their fortunes in
the New World, but sadly, as the essays in this volume demonstrate,
Spain's problems were mirrored in its colonies, including Spanish
Florida.
As the various essays in this Special Issue illustrate, Spanish
Florida was a colony besieged-not only by inadequate metropolitan
support, but by indigenous revolts, French, English and Dutch
piracy and, finally, by English military aggression and territorial
encroachment. Add to that list plagues, fires, and hurricanes and it
is a wonder the colony survived at all.
During the seventeenth-century, Franciscan friars established
a chain of missions stretching along La Florida's Atlantic coast
and westward across the panhandle where they congregated their
charges into mission villages for religious instruction and more
efficient collection of tribute and labor. Amy Bushnell's essay in this
Special Issue describes the labor draft, or repartimiento, that rotated
hundreds of "Christianized" Guales, Timucuans and Apalachees
into St. Augustine to work. The result was catastrophic. Between
1613 and 1617 a series of "pests and contagions" devastated the

2

3

4

For a general overview of the seventeenth-century crises in Spain, see J. H.
Elliott, Imperial Spain, 1469-1716 (London: Penguin Books, 2002), ch. 8-1 O; and
John Lynch, Spain under the Hapsburgs, 2nd Ed. (New York: Oxford University
Press, 1981).
A. Goodwin, ed., The New Cambridge Modern History: The American and French
Revolutions, 1763-93, vol. 8 (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1965),
397.
J. H. Elliott, "Self-Perception and Decline in Early Seventeenth-Century
Spain," Past and Present 74 ( 1977) :41-61; and Elliott, Imperial Spain, 299.
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native peoples of Florida and survivors were subjected to ever
increasing work demands. 5
The "pests and contagions" of those years also affected St.
Augustine's black population. Treasury official Miguel Ybarra
reported in 1603 that only thirty-two royal slaves lived in St.
Augustine, five of whom were women, and seven of whom were
described as advanced in years. Ybarra wrote that it was in the
community's interest to preserve these valuable workers and, "I see
to it that they are well treated in the matter of food and clothing and
when they fall sick they are taken to the hospital and cared for as
the most valuable soldier." Ybarra promised to maintain this level of
care and must have done so for by 1606 there were 100 black slaves
in Florida, including forty belonging to the Crown. 6 But the "pests
and contagions" in the next decade took their toll and by 1618
there were only eleven aged and infirm slaves left in St. Augustine.
Florida's officials petitioned for replacements from Havana and
the Crown responded "considering the need existing in Florida for
such negroes and the necessity of preserving (sovereignty in) that
land," Havana should send as many slaves as it could, "so that for
lack of them, royal service does not cease." The Crown suggested

5

6

Spanish missionaries also made culturally inappropriate demands such as forcing
caciques to bear burdens or noble women to provide domestic service in Spanish
homes. Priests further angered the Florida natives by trying to curtail polygamy,
drinking festivals, rough ball games, or other ceremonial traditions. Spanish
attempts to alter political succession and inheritance also led to conflict. See John
H. Hann, Apalachee: The Land between the Rivers (Gainesville: University Press
of Florida, 1988); Bonnie G. McEwan, ed., The Spanish Missions of La Florida
(Gainesville: University Press of Florida, 1993) , ch. l; Bonnie G. McEwan, ed.,
Indians of the Greater Southeast: Historical Archaeology andEthnohistory (Gainesville:
University Press of Florida, 2000), ch. 1-3; Amy Turner Bushnell, Situado and
Sabana: Spain s Support System for the Presidio and Mission Provinces ofFlorida (New
York: American Museum of Natural History, 1994).
Spain's southwestern frontiers were in turmoil for many of the same reasons:
interventions in the religious and political lives of villagers, work demands,
and abuse and insults of native leaders. The Pueblos, for example, revolted
repeatedly-in 1632, 1639-40, 1644, 1647, 1650 and 1680. See David]. Weber,
ed., What Caused the Pueblo Revolt of 1680? (Boston: Bedford/ St. Martin's Press,
1999); Susan M. Deeds, "First-Generation Rebellions in Seventeenth-Century
Nueva Vizcaya," in Native Resistance and the Pax Colonial in New Spain, ed. Susan
Schroeder (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1998); and David]. Weber,
The Spanish Frontier in North America (New Haven: Yale University Press, 1992),
122, 133-135.
Miguel de Ybarra to the Crown, 1603, 54-5-9/ 47, Stetson Collection (hereafter
cited as SC), P. K Yonge Library of Florida History, Gainesville, FL, Archivo
General de Indias, Seville, Spain (hereafter cited as AGI).
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Havana provide thirty men of working age to cut and saw timber
for fort and ship repairs, and six women to cook and care for the
men in illness. It also noted that Florida's entire situado would
not suffice if wages had to be paid for their tasks. 7 Then, in midcen tury, more epidemics struck Florida-typhus or yellow fever in
1649, smallpox in 1654, and measles in 1659-taking a harsh toll on
St. Augustine's population, killing many government officials and
all the royal slaves.
The combined effect of these plague years was a dramatic
decline in the native population in Florida, similar to that
experienced in contemporary New Spain and Peru. The interior of
the Florida peninsula was left almost vacant and records describe
this as "the starving time." 8 The colony's distress finally led the
Crown to accede to major land grants and to the introduction of
cattle. In 1645 Florida's governor established a wheat ranch near
present-day Tallahassee where, as Bonnie McEwan's essays describe,
Apalachee Indians had been re-settled into the mission village of
San Luis de Talimali. 9 Such operations made the colony somewhat
more self-sufficient, but locating ranches and farms in the midst of
Indian lands only increased native complaints against the Spaniards:
the Guale nation rebelled in 1645, the Apalachees in 1647, the
Timucuans in 1656 and the Apalachicolas in 1675 and 1681. 10

7

8

9

10

King to Sancho de Alqufa, Captain General of Cuba, April 9, 1618, Santo Domingo
(hereafter cited as SD) 225, AGI. Florida's governor complained in 1624 that this
order had still not been canied out and he repeated the request. The Council
of the Indies reprimanded Cuba's Captain General and again ordered him to
comply. See Don Luis de Rojas y Borja to the King, May 7, 1624 and Order of the
Council of the Indies, May9, 1624, SD 225,AGI. In the first half of the seventeenth
century blacks made up 45% of the population of Cuba, so scarcity was not the
problem. See Isabelo Macfas Dominguez, Cuba en la primera mitad del sigln XVII
(Sevilla: Escuela de Estudios Hispano-Americanos, 1978), 34.
Amy Bushnell, "The Menendez Marquez Cattle Barony at La Chua and the
Determinants of Economic Expansion in Seventeenth-Century Florida,"
Florida Historical Quarterly 56, no. 4 (April 1978) , 419.
Lynch argued that Spain's recession stimulated local industry and innercolonial trade in some areas of the Americas. See John Lynch, The Hispanic
World in Crisis and Change, 1598-1700 (revised edition of Spain under the
Hapsburgs) (Cambridge, MA: Blackwell, 1992) . Murdo MacLeod also describes
pockets of economic growth in the seventeenth-century colonies such as
textiles in Puebla and Quito, cacao in Venezuela, shipbuilding in Veracruz,
and sugar in Mexico. See Murdo]. Macleod, "Spain and America: The Atlantic
Trade, 1492-1720," in Cambridge History of Latin America, ed. Leslie Bethell
(New York: Cambridge University Press, 1984) , 341-388.
John H. Hann, Apalachee.
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La Florida's officials struggled to control the serial native
rebellions with little metropolitan assistance while beleaguered
_Spain battled French, Dutch, and English challengers in "the
Spanish Lake." As noted, the drain of European wars, metropolitan
bankruptcies, depopulation in both the metropolis and the
colonies, and declining mineral revenues had left Spain unable to
adequately provision or defend its American colonies or silver fleets
from foreign encroachment. In 1628, Dutch corsair Piet Heyn
captured the New Spain treasure fleet (which included the Florida
and Havana situados). With the proceeds from this haul, the Dutch
West India Company financed the conquest of Curac;ao in 1634. n By
mid-century, French smugglers and buccaneers had also converted
the western portion of Hispaniola into a French colony. The French
also occupied Tortuga, which became a buccaneers' stronghold. 12
And in 1655 the English took Jamaica as part of Oliver Cromwell's
great Western Design. 13 Spain's enemies now held economic and
military bases from which to attack Spanish fleets and settlements.
Soon Port Royal became a flourishing hub of contraband Spanish
trade in slaves and manufactured goods, for which the Spaniards
paid in bullion. Pirates and privateers found opportunity in this
circum-Caribbean chaos and the dramatic attack on St. Augustine
by Robert Searles in 1668 is described by Diana Reigelsperger in
this volume. The Treaty of Madrid signed by Spain and England
in 1670 was supposed to end piracy and privateering, butJamaica's
governors were themselves complicit in the ongoing business. 14
The violence originating in Caribbean contests was only
exacerbated in 1669 when Barbadian planters, already hostile to

11

12
13

14

The Dutch had already occupied St. Eustatius in 1630. See Cornelius C.
Goslinga, The Dutch in the Caribbean an d on the Coast, 1580-1689 (Gainesville:
University of Florida Press, 1971).
Kris. E. Lane, Pillaging the Empire: Piracy in the Americas, 1500-1750 (Armonk,
NY: M. E. Sharpe, 1998), 96-129.
The English h ad already seized St. Kitts and Nevis in 1624, Barbados in 1627,
and Antigua and Montserrat in 1632. See Lane, 67, 96; Francisco Morales
Padron, Spanish Jamaica (Kingston, Jamaica: Ian Randall Publishers, 2003);
Irene Aloha Wright, trans., Julian de Castilla, The English conquest ofJamaica;
an account of what happened in the island ofJamaica, from May 20 of the year 1655,
when the English laid siege to it, up to July 3 of the year 1656 (London: Offices of the
Royal Historical Society, 1923).
Nuala Zahedieh, "The Merchants of Port Royal, Jamaica and the Spanish
Contraband Trade, 1655-1692," The William and M ary Quarterly, 3rd Ser. 43, no.4
(October 1986): 570-593; Lane.
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Spain, established a new colony at Charles Town, "but ten days
journey" from St. Augustine. The new English (and later Scottish)
colonizers staked their claim in land Spain also claimed, further
destabilizing the geopolitics of the Southeast; the region's diverse
Indian nations were now caught up in a terrible contest that would
ruin most of them. 15 St. Augustine's royal treasurer, don Juan
Menendez Marquez commanded a small flotilla of three ships and
fourteen piraguas that attempted to eject the "usurpers" but was
undone by a storm. 16 The 1670 Treaty of Madrid finally recognized
England's existing settlements and promised peace thereafter, but
another century of conflict ensued over the so-called "debatable
lands." 17
In response to ongoing piracy and foreign territorial
encroachment, the Spanish Crown belatedly embarked on a
major effort to fortify its Caribbean ports. African masonry and
metalworking skills eventually helped erect great stone forts at
Havana, Santo Domingo, San Juan, Cartagena, Portobelo, and
Acapulco, as well as many minor constructions in lesser ports
along the threatened coasts. St. Augustine's massive stone fort, the
Castillo de San Marcos, was begun in 1672 and Susan Parker's essay
illustrates its economic benefits for the struggling community. 18
As construction on the Castillo dragged on, the ensuing
Anglo/ Spanish hostilities triggered waves of migration, raids, and
counter-raids all along the Atlantic coast, engulfing indigenous
groups and African slaves in imperial contests for control of the

15

16

17

18

See Steven C. Hahn, "The Mother of Necessity: Carolina, the Creeks, and the
Making of a New Order in the Southeast, 1670-1763," in The Transformation of
the Southeastern Indians, 1540-J7(1J, ed. Robbie Ethridge and Charles Hudson
Uackson: University P_ress of Mississippi, 2002); Steven. J Oatis, A Colonial
Complex, South Carolina '.5 Frontiers in the Era of the Yamasee War, 1680-1730
(Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 2004); William L. Ramsey, The Yamasee
War: A Study of Culture, Economy, and Conflict in the Colonial South (Lincoln:
University of Nebraska Press, 2008).
John E. Worth, The Struggle for the Georgia Coast: An Eighteenth-Century Spanish
Retrospective on Guale and Mocama (Athens, GA: University of Georgia Press,
1995), 181.
Herbert E. Bolton and Mary Ross, The Debatable Land: A Sketch of the AngloSpanish Contest for the Georgia Country. Reprint. (New York: Russell and Russell,
1968). See also Verner W. Crane, The Southern Frontier, 1670-1732 (New York,
Norton, 1981), 6-10.
The same year another epidemic decimated the Indian laborers. See Bushnell,
Situado and Sabana, 136-142; Luis Rafael Arana and Albert Manucy, The Building
of Castillo de San Marcos (St. Augustine: Eastern National, 1977).
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Southeast. 19 The Carolinians embarked upon a campaign to win
over any indigenous groups living near them, and to enslave any
_living beyond their immediate trading zone. 20 They incited and
armed the Yamasee Indians to attack the chain of Spanish missions
of Guale, along the Georgia coast, beginning with its administrative
headquarters at St. Catherine's Island. 21 In the early months of
1685, several thousand Yamasee accompanied by "3 nations of the
Spanish Indians that are Christians, Sapella, Soho, and Sapicbay"
relocated from St. Augustine to lands they formerly held along the
coast, such as the Pocotaligo, on St. Helena. 22 Unable to defend
their Christian charges, the Spaniards tried to relocate them
southward to San ta Maria on Amelia Island, but some revolted and
fled instead to the interior and an English alliance. 23
Defense proved a chronic problem in the struggling community
of St. Augustine and the garrison was chronically undermanned.
By 1681, and despite his documented distrust of people of color,
Governor Juan Marquez Cabrera followed the lead of other circumCaribbean governors and formed an infantry unit of free pardo

19

20

21
22

23

Bolton and Ross, 28-44;]. Leitch Wright, Jr., The Only Land They Knew: American
Indians in the Old South (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1981), chaps. 5
and 6.
Alan Gallay, The Indian Slave Trade: The Rise of the English Empire in the American
South, 1670-1717 (New Haven: Yale University Press, 2002); Christina Snyder,
Slavery in Indian Country: The Changing Face of Captivity in Early America
(Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 2010).
David Hurst Thomas, "The Archaeology of Mission Santa Catalina de Guale:
Our First 15 Years," in Spanish Missions of Florida, ed. Bonnie G McEwan, 1-34.
On January 10, 1685 Lord Cardross (Henry Erskine) wrote the Lords
Proprietors, "Wee thought fitt to acquaint you that yesterday some more of the
nation of the Yamasees arrived at St. Helena to settle with those of their nation
formerly settled there having come from about St. Augustine." See Sainsbury
Transcripts, 1928-1947, vol. 2:1, cited in William Green, Chester De Pratter
and Bobby Southerlin, "The Yamasee in South Carolina: Native American
Adaptation and Interaction along the Carolina Frontier," in Another's Country:
Archaeowgical and Historical Perspectives on Cultural Interactions in the Southern
Colonies, ed. ]. W. Joseph and Martha Zierden (Tuscaloosa: University of
Alabama Press, 2002), 13-29. In February of 1685 the Indian trader Caleb
Westbrooke reported that over 1000 Yamasees, accompanied by unnumbered
"Christian" Indians, had arrived from the Lower Creek region. See Sainsbury
Transcripts, 1928-1947, vol. 2:8-9, cited in Ibid.
Rebecca Saunders, "Architecture of the Missions of Santa Marfa and Santa
Catalina de Amelia," in Bonnie G. McEwan, ed., Spanish Missions of Florida, 3561.
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(mulatto) and moreno (black) militia to augment the Spanish unit. 24
A 1683 roster of the forty-two men and six officers who composed
this unit offers little more than names although Corporal Crispin
DeTapia is known from other sources to have been a free mulatto
who managed a store in St. Augustine and eventually held the rank
of Captain in his unit. The black militia members swore before
God and the Cross their willingness to serve the King. While their
pledge may have been formulaic, it was also an effort to define
their status as members of the religious and civil community, and
as vassals of a King from whom they might expect protection or
patronage in exchange for armed service. 25
St. Augustine's black militiamen proved themselves over
the next decade as Indian raids and pirate activity continued
unabated. 26 In May 1686 they helped defend St. Augustine against
the attack of the French pirate Nicholas, Sieur de Grammont
(Agram6n in Spanish documents). Grammont was on his way back

24

25

26

Luis Arana, "Military Organization in Florida, 1671-1702," in The Military and
Militia in Cownial Spanish America, (St. Augustine, FL: Department of Military
Affairs, Florida National Guard, n.d.):11-22. On the history of black military
service in the Spanish circum-Caribbean see Jane Landers, "Transforming
Bondsmen into Vassals: Arming the Slaves in Colonial Spanish America,"
in Arming Slaves in World History, ed. Philip Morgan and Christopher Brown
(New Haven: Yale University Press, 2006), 120-145; and Paul Lokken, "Useful
Enemies: Seventeenth-Century Piracy and the Rise of Pardo Militias in Spanish
Central America," journal of Co/,onialism and CownialHistory 5, no. 2 (2004): 1-18.
Roster of Black and Mulatto Militia for St. Augustine, Sept. 20, 1683, SD 266,
legajo 157A, AGL Both Marquez Cabrera and his predecessor complained
frequently that the troops provided from New Spain in the 1670s were "sons of
blacks, chinos (persons of mixed race) , and mulattoes," "only good for work as
cobblers, tailors, carpenters, blacksmiths, and cattle hands." See Luis Arana,
"Military Manpower in Florida, 1670-1703," El Escribano 8, no. 2 (1971): 40-63.
In March 1683 French privateer Abraham Briac led a force of 300 French
and English privateers collected at New Providence Island in the Bahamas in
a failed attack on St. Augustine. The Spanish in Havana retaliated with an
attack on New Providence. The following year, Captain Thomas Jingle led a
force of eleven vessels from New Providence to Apalachee Bay, from whence
they headed to St. Augustine. Black cowboys alerted Spanish officials when
some of the English pirates made landfall to look for food. The rope with
which one of the captured pirates was being garroted snapped and Franciscan
priests sheltered him as proof of God's miracle. Ironically, Andrew Ranson,
who despite being a pirate also had carpentry and engineering skills, was
later assigned to labor on the ongoing construction of the Castillo. See Luis
Arana, "Pirates March on St. Augustine, 1683," Defenses and Defenders at St.
Augustine, El Escribano 36 (1999): 64-72; and J. Leitch Wright, Jr., "Andrew
Ranson: Seventeenth Century Pirate?" Florida Historical Quarterly 39, no. 2
(October 1960): 135-144.
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to the Caribbean after selling slaves captured in Campeche to
the ever-desirous planters of San Jorge (present-day Charleston) .
"After several days of pitched battles, only two of his crew survived
Grammont's second raid on St. Augustine, and both were men of
color. Diego and a mulatto translator named Thomas were finally
captured after "heathen" natives killed the rest. 27
The London proprietors held the Carolinians themselves
responsible for the hostilities saying ". . . it is because those of
Carolina notwithstanding the Kings comands (sic) and our own
repeated orders to the contrary have reced (sic) the pyrates (sic)
and privateers that have unjustly burnt and robbed the houses of
the Spainyards (sic)." They refused to sanction any designs the
Carolinians had on St. Augustine, allowing only that, if invaded,
the Carolinians could defend themselves. 28 This did not deter
the Carolinians, who began to mount an invasion against St.
Augustine only to be stopped at the last moment by the arrival in
Charles Town of the new governor, James Colleton, who was more
interested in trade with the Spaniards than in retaliation. A followup letter from the proprietors reminded that the Spaniards had
acted "... in Revenge of those Indians (Yamasee) falling upon, and
plundering some Spanish settlements ... " and warned" ... it is not
to be expected that the Spanyards should ever let you live peaceably
by them if they are soe provoked." 29 Later that year, some fifty
Yamasees from St. Helena raided the Christian Timucuan village of
Santa Catalina de Afuica, on St. Catherine's Island, killing eighteen
27

28

29

Diego testified that he was born in Tortuga and as a young man grew tobacco,
which he traded to the buccaneers frequenting the island north of the
Hispaniola coast. Perhaps inspired by his customers, Diego also took up a
career in piracy, joining the French corsair named "Sanbo" who sailed for the
Mosquito Coast. Diego caught turtles for the crew and participated in the
capture of two Spanish prizes from Cartagena, thereby earning a share of the
take. Later he joined a Captain Cahrebon on a second corsairing expedition
to Cartagena, where he cut wood for some time before canoeing back to the
Mosquito Coast. See Interrogation of the black corsair, Diego, by Governor
Donjuan Marques de Cabrera, St. Augustine, Florida, 1686, in the John Tate
Lanning papers, 13-18. The mulatto translator, Thomas, had also participated
in the 1683 attack on St. Augustine. I am indebted to John H. Hann for this
reference and his generosity over the years. For more on the 1686 raid see Luis
Arana, "Grammont's Landing at Little Matanzas Inlet, 1686," El Escribano Uuly
1972) , 107-113.
Earl of Craven et. al. to James Colleton, March 3, 1686, Records of the British
Public Record Office Relating to South Carolina, 1663-1782, ed. A.S. Salley (Atlanta
and Columbia: Historical Commission of South Carolina, 1928-1947) , 184-188.
Craven et. al to the Grand Council, Oct. 10, 1687, Ibid., 221-228.
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people and taking twenty-five others as slaves back to Carolina. As
an added insult, the former Christian converts also brought back
church ornaments from the ruined Spanish missions. 30
In response, a Spanish raiding party consisting of fifty-three
unnamed Indians and blacks attacked the English settlements. On
this occasion, as on others, the black militiamen were significant
for their linguistic and cultural abilities, their knowledge of the
frontier, and their military skills. 31 They hit Governor Joseph
Morton's plantation on Edisto Island, carrying away "money and
plate and thirteen slaves to the value of [£] 1500" before turning
southward to burn down the Scottish settlement at Port Royal on
their way home to St. Augustine. The party also returned with the
mission ornaments stolen by the Yamasees the previous year. 32
The repeated cross-currents of raids and migrations across
the Southeast acquainted many blacks and Indians with the routes
to St. Augustine, as well as with the enmity existing between the
English and Spanish colonies. In 1687 eight black men, two
women, and a nursing child arrived at St. Augustine in a stolen
canoe and requested baptism into the "True Faith." 33 They may
have known of the protections and opportunities the Catholic
Church offered, possibly even manipulating confessional politics
to their own advantage in making a shared request for religious
sanctuary. 34 As required of a good Christian ruler, the Spanish

30
31
32

33

34

Worth, Strugg/,e for the Georgia Coast, 146-171.
Peter H. Wood, Black Majority: Negroes in Colonial South Carolina from 1670
through the Stano Rebellion (New York: W.W. Norton & Co., 1974) , 95-130.
Morton's stolen slaves included Peter, Scipio, Doctor, Cushi, Arro, Emo,
Caesar, and Sambo. The women were Frank, Bess, and Mammy. See]. G.
Dunlap, "William Dunlop's Mission to St, Augustine in 1688," South Carolina
Historical and GenealogicalMagazine34 Qanuary 1933): 1-30. Two of the thirteen
captured slaves escaped the Spaniards and returned to their English masters.
See Crane, 31-33; Wood, 50; Worth, Strugg/,e for the Georgia Coast, 146-171;
Edward Randolph to the Board of Trade, March 16, 1699, Records of the British
Public Record Office, 88-95.
Dunlap, 1-30. Given the multi-cultural nature of the Gambia region, and early
missionary reports of Portuguese-speaking slaves in Carolina, it is quite possible
that some of the runaways reaching Florida had already been exposed to Roman
Catholicism. On Catholicism in Kongo see Linda M. Heywood and John K.
Thornton, Central Africans, Atlantic Creoles, and the Making of the Foundations of the
Americas, 1585-1660 (New York: Cambridge University Press, 2007).
Among the acts of charity that a good Catholic was urged to perform was to
offer protection to the miserable and to shelter fugitives. See Maureen Flynn,
"Charitable Ritual in Late Medieval and Early Modern Spain," Sixteenth-Century
Joumall6 (Fall 1995) : 1-30.
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governor, Diego de Quiroga, saw to the African runaways' Catholic
instruction, baptism, and marriage, and refused to return them to
·Captain William Dunlop, the Carolina Indian trader who arrived
from Carolina to recover them the following year. 35
Spanish officials recorded new groups of runaways being
receivedinSt.Augustinein 1688, 1689,and 1690. Unsure about how
to handle the refugees, St. Augustine's officials repeatedly solicited
Spain for guidance and finally, on November 7, 1693, Charles II
issued a royal proclamation "giving liberty to all ... the men as well as
the women ... so that by their example and by my liberality others will do
the same." 36 The enslaved men and women who risked their lives
to become free thus triggered a major policy revision at the Spanish
court that would shape the geopolitics of the Southeast and the
Caribbean for the next century. 37 In subsequent negotiations, the
newly arrived governor of Carolina, James Colleton, demanded the
return of the stolen slaves as well as "those who run dayly into your
towns." 38 This was, no doubt, an exaggeration, however the slave
flights from Carolina (and later, Georgia) continued through the
rest of the first Spanish period in Florida (1565-1763) and as Indian
rebellion and piracy both waned, became the primary source of
conflict between the Spanish and English in the Southeast. 39

35

36
37
38
39

The Spanish governor also took advantage of their artisanal skills, assigning
the men to work as ironsmiths and laborers on the Castillo de San Marcos. The
women became domestics in the governor's own household a nd he claimed
to have paid all of them wages; the men earning a peso a day, the wage paid
to male Indian laborers, and the women earning half as much. Royal officials
to Charles II, March 3, 1699, cited in Irene Wright, "Dispatches of Spanish
Officials Bearing on the Free Negro Settlement of Gracia Real de Santa Teresa
de Mose," Journal of Negro History 9 (1924): 151-152.
Royal decree, Nov. 7, 1693, SD 58-1-26, SC, PKY.
Jane Landers, Black Society in Spanish Florida (Urbana: University of Illinois
Press, 1999), ch.2.
Letter from Mr. Randolph to the Board, June 28, 1699 in Records of the British
Public Records Office, 4:89.
Landers, Black Society, ch. 3.
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The Historical Archaeology of SeventeenthCentury La Florida
by Bonnie G. McEwan
t the beginning of the seventeenth century, St. Augustine
was still recovering from Francis Drake's 1586 raid during
:which the town and fields were ravaged. 1 Officials were
also evaluating the fallout from the 1597 Guale Rebellion during
which four of the five friars working among the native peoples
were killed, 2 and rebuilding the town following a devastating fire
in 1599. If not for St. Augustine's strategic location and perceived
progress in the religious conversion of natives, Florida might well
have been abandoned at the turn of the century. 3 As it turned out,
the next century would be the period of Spain's most extensive
presence in La Florida.
This essay is intended to highlight some of the most significant
archaeological research relevant to this period and direct readers
to the pertinent literature. These studies cover a broad range of

A

Bonnie G. McEwan is the Director of Research at Mission San Luis in Tallahassee,
Florida. She is the author of The Spanish Missions of LaFlorida (1993) and Indians of
the Greater Southeast: Historical Archaeology and Ethnohistory (2003).
1
James W. Covington, "Drake Destroys St. Augustine," Florida Historical Quarterly
44, nos. 1-2 Quly 1965): 81-93.
2
Amy Turner Bushnell, Situado and Sabana: Spain s Support System for the Presidio
and Mission Provinces of Florida (New York: American Museum of Natural
History Anthropological Papers 74, 1994) , 65-66; See also J. Michael Francis
and Kathleen M. Kole, Murder and Martyrdom in Spanish Florida: Don Juan and
the Gua/,e Uprising of 1597 (New York: American Museum of Natural History
Anthropological Papers 95, 2011) .
3
See also Charles Arnade, Florida on Trial (Coral Gables, FL: University of Miami
Institute of Hispanic Studies Publications, 1959).
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topics from the details of daily existence to the physical impacts
of missionization on native populations and, together with the
_documentary record, reveal compelling insights into the people
and communities of Spanish Florida.

The Missions
Throughout the seventeenth century, St. Augustine remained
a garrison town ruled by a military governor. Missionaries, rather
than soldiers or settlers, were used to secure the hinterland
provinces in support of the capital. The anchor for the Franciscan
mission effort was La Immaculada Concepcion, often referred to
today as the Convento de San Francisco. Although there are no
known plans of the sixteenth-century Franciscan headquarters
in St. Augustine, it apparently consisted of a church and friary
(convento ), both made of red cedar logs and planks with thatched
roofs. 4 This site is of singular importance since it served both as
a retreat for ill and/ or aged friars as well as the training ground
for missionaries. Kathleen Hoffman conducted excavations at the
Convento de San Francisco providing important insights into this
center of mission activity, some of which will be discussed below.
The first doctrina (a principal mission with a resident friar
who typically served several outlying satellite villages or visitas)
was among the first missions identified archaeologically. In 1934,
Mayor Walter B. Frasier found human remains on his property
at the Fountain of Youth Park. He contacted the Smithsonian
Institution and archaeologist]. Ray Dickson was sent to investigate
what would turn out to be the cemetery associated with Nombre

4

Kathleen Hoffman, "Archaeological Excavation at the Florida ational Guard
Headquarters (Site SA-42A), St. Augustine, Florida" (Project report on file,
Florida Museum of Natural History, Gainesville, 1990). See also Kathleen
Hoffman, "The Development of a Cultural Identity in Colonial America: The
Spanish-American Experience in La Florida " (PhD diss., University of Florida,
1994); Kathleen Hoffman , "The Material Culture of Seventeenth-Century
St. Augustine," El Escribano 32(1995): 91-112; Kathleen Hoffman, "Cultural
Development in La Florida," Historical Archaeology 31, no. 1 (1997): 24-35,
Kathleen A. Hoffman, "The Archaeology of the Convento de San Francisco,"
in The Spanish Missions of La Florida, ed. Bonnie G. McEwan (Gainesville:
University Press of Florida, 1993), 62-86.

https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol92/iss3/1

32

Society: Florida Historical Quarterly, Volume 92, Number 3

HISTORICAL ARCHAEOLOGY

493

de Dios. 5 This excavation provided the first archaeological glimpse
of Christianized Native Americans in Spanish Florida. With few
exceptions, the bodies were placed in a recumbent position in
individual grave pits. Most of the burials were oriented in the same
direction with their feet toward the east; their arms were folded on
their chests. They were interred with a modest number of Spanish
and native artifacts, including shell and glass beads. In years to
come, these features would become highly recognizable traits to
mission archaeologists.
After the doctrina of Nombre de Dios was established sometime
around 1587 (prior to this time the Christianized natives attended
Mass in St. Augustine), 6 friars extended their reach northward
along the coastal mainland and barrier islands. San Juan del
Puerto was established on Fort George Island at the mouth of the
St. Johns River. In close proximity to St. Augustine, San Juan had
the distinction of being the only Mocama or Guale mission that was
never relocated during the tumultuous seventeenth century. 7 It was
first investigated byJohn W. Griffin in 1951, and has continued to be
studied periodically. 8 Some of the earliest investigations of coastal
missions located north of San Juan del Puerto were conducted by

5

6

7

8

Dickson's excavations of the cemetery were originally reported by Lillian Seaberg
in, "Report on the Indian Site at the 'Fountain ofYouth, St Augustine'," in Spanish
Bardedands Sourcebooks 25: America's Ancient City Spanish St. Augustine, 1565-1763, ed.
Kathleen Deagan (New York: Garland Publishing, 1991), 209-278.
John H . Hann, Summary Guide to the Spanish Florida Missions and Visitas, with
Churches in the Sixteenth and Seventeenth Centuries (Washington, DC: Academy of
American Franciscan History, 1990) , 11.
John E. Worth, The Struggle far the Geargia Coast: An Eighteenth Century Spanish
Perspective on Guale and Mocama (New York: American Museum of Natural
History Anthropological Papers 75, 1995), 198-199.
John W. Griffin, "Preliminary Papers on the Site of the Mission of San Juan
Del Puerto, Fort George Island, Florida," Papers of the Jacksonville Historical
Society 4 (1960) :63-66; Martin Dickinson, "Delineating a Site Through Limited
Research: the Mission of Sanjuan Del Puerto (8DU53), Fort George Island,
Florida," Florida Anthropo!,ogist 42, no. 4 (1989): 39~09. An examination of
the pottery was conducted by Judith MacMurray in "The Definition of the
Ceramic Complex at San Juan de! Puerto" (MA thesis, University of Florida,
1973). More recent studies have been undertaken by James Davidson and
Rebecca Douberly of the University of Florida.
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Lewis H. Larson, Joseph R. Caldwell, and Sheila Kelly Caldwell. 9
Guale and Mocama area missions that have been studied in recent
years include Santa Marfa de Yamassee and the relocated Santa
Catalina de Guale on Amelia Island, 10 San Pedro de Tacatacuru
on Cumberland Island, 11 San Buenaventura de Guadalquini on
St. Simon's Island and its relocated settlement of Santa Cruz y
San Buenaventura de Guadalquini on Black Hammock Island in
north Florida, 12 Mission Santo Domingo de Talaje at Darien Bluff, 13
San Joseph de Sapala on Sapelo Island, 14 and the original Santa
Catalina de Guale on St. Catherines Island. 15

9

10

11

12

13

14
15

See, for example, Lewis H . Larson, "Historic Guale Indians on the Georgia
Coast and the Impact of the Spanish Mission Effort," in Tacacha/,e: Essays on the
Indians ofFlorida and Southeastern Georgi.a during the Historic Period, ed. Jerald T.
Milanich and Samuel Proctor (Gainesville: University Press of Florida, 1978),
120-140; Lewis H. Larson, "The Spanish on Sapelo," in SapeloPapers: Researches
in the History and Prehistory of Sapelo Island, Georgi.a, ed. Daniel P. Juengst
(Carrollton: West Georgia College Studies in the Social Sciences 19, 1980), 3545;Joseph R. Caldwell, "Cultural Relations of Four Indian Sites on the Georgia
Coast" (MA thesis, University of Chicago, 1943); Sheila K. Caldwell, "A Spanish
Mission Site near Darien," Early Georgi.a 1(1954): 13-17; Sheila K. Caldwell,
"Excavations at a Spanish Mission Site in Georgia," Southeastern Archaeologi,cal
Conference News/,etter3(1953): 31-32.
See Rebecca Saunders, Excavations at 8NA41: Two Mission Period Sites on Amelia
Island, Florida (Gainesville: Florida State Museum Miscellaneous Project Report
Series No. 35, 1988); Jerald T. Milanich and Rebecca Saunders, The Spanish
Castillo and the Franciscan Doctrina of Santa Catalina, at Santa Maria, Amelia
Island, Florida (8-NA-41) (Gainesville: Florida State Museum Miscellaneous
Project Report Series 20, 1986).
Jerald T. Milanich , "Tacatacuru and the San Pedro de Mocamo Mission,"
Florida Historical Quarterly50, no. 3Uanuary1972): 283-29l;Jerald T. Milanich,
"Surface Information from the Presumed Site of the San Pedro de Mocama
Mission," Conference on Historic Site Archaeology Papers 9 (1975): 94-96.
Keith H. Ashley, Vicki L. Rolland, and Robert Thunen, "Missions San
Buenaventura and Santa Cruz de Guadalquini: Retreat from the Georgia
Coast," in Life among the Tides: Recent Archaeology on the Georgi.a Bight, ed. Victor
D. Thompson and David Hurst Thomas (New York: American Museum of
Natural History Anthropological Papers No. 98, 2013), 395-422.
Richard W. Jefferies has been re-examining the Santo Domingo de Talaje
excavations conducted by Joseph Caldwell, Shelia K. Caldwell, and William
Kelso (personal communication, 2013). See also William M. Kelso, Excavations
at Fort King George Historical Site, Darien, Georgi.a: The 1967 Survey (Atlanta:
Georgia Historical Commission Archaeological Research Series No. 1, 1968);
Joseph R. Caldwell, "Cultural Relations"; Caldwell, "A Spanish Mission Site
near Darien"; Caldwell, "Excavations at a Spanish Mission Site in Georgia."
Richard W. Jefferies and Christopher R. Moore, "Mission San Joseph de
Sapala," in Life among the Tides, 345-374.
David Hurst Thomas, The History and Archaeology of Mission Santa Catalina de
Gua/,e: 1. Search andDiscovery (New York: American Museum of Natural History
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John M. Goggin of the University of Florida was the first to
investigate many coastal and interior Timucuan mission-era
sites, and did so with a broad Spanish Borderlands perspective.
Although a Florida native, Goggin studied in the Southwest and
also worked in Mexico. Additionally, he was the curator of the
Coronado National Monument in New Mexico from 1941 to 1942. 16
His early exposure to Spanish colonial architecture, material
culture, and missionized Indian cultures fueled his decades-long
study of Spanish colonial sites in Florida and the Caribbean. These
investigations also provided the raw data necessary for Goggin to
develop his majolica and olive jar typologies and chronologies. 17
In addition to his research in St. Augustine at Nombre de Dios
and the Castillo de San Marcos, 18 Goggin worked at a number
of interior sites including the mission of San Martin de Ayacuto
(at the time believed to be Santa Catalina de Ajohica), popularly
known as Fig Springs. Located in Ichetucknee Springs State Park,
Goggin recovered over 4,000 artifacts from the mission's refuse
area near the spring head. He also used this site to assign many
of the now popular majolica type names including Fig Springs
Polychrome, Ichtucknee [sic] Blue on White, and Columbia Plain
(for Columbia County, Florida). As a graduate student, Kathleen
Deagan analyzed Goggin's extensive Fig Springs assemblage to
assess the impact of missionization on the then poorly-understood
interior Timucua. 19 At the time she noted, "The appearance of the

16

17

18

19

Anthropological Papers 63, part 2, 1987); David Hurst Thomas, Native American
Landscapes of St. Catherines Jsl,and, Georgia, 3 vols. (New York: American Museum
of Natural History Anthropological Papers 88, 2008).
For a comprehensive account of]ohn Goggin 's life and work, see Brent Richards
Weisman, Pioneer in Space and Time: john Mann Goggin and the Development of
Florida Archaeology (Gainesville: University Press of Florida, 2002).
John M. Goggin, The Spanish Olive Jar: An Introductory Study ( ew Haven:
Yale University Publications in Anthropology 62, 1960); John M. Goggin,
Spanish Majolica in the New World (New Haven: Yale University Publications in
Anthropology 72, 1968).
Goggin's work at Nombre de Dios is reported in Lillian Seaberg "Report on the
Indian Site at the "Fountain of Youth Park," in Spanish Borderlands Sourcebooks.
His investigations at the Castillo are published in J.C. Harrington, Albert
Manucy and John M. Goggin, "Archaeological Excavations in the Courtyard
of the Castillo de San Marcos," Florida Historical Quarterly 34, no. 1 Quly 1955) :
101-141.
Kathleen Deagan, "Fig Springs: The Mid-Seventeenth Century in NorthCentral Florida," Historical Archaeology 6 (1972) :23-46.
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Leon:J efferson period in Florida suggests a pan-Indian response to
a new set of interaction patterns with both Europeans and other
-aboriginal groups. "20
The terrestrial portion of the Fig Springs site was eventually
identified by Kenneth Johnson in 1986. 2 1 In the late 1980s and
early 1990s, Brent Weisman conducted extensive excavations
at San Martin and identified the religious complex (including
the cemetery), along with an aboriginal structure and midden. 22
Subsequent work was undertaken by Jerald T. Milanich, Lisa M.
Hoshower, and Rebecca Saunders. 23 In fact, most of the recent
archaeological research on interior Timucuan missions has been
conducted by Milanich and his students. 24 These sites include the
probable Potano mission of San Buenaventura (also known as the

20
21

22

23

24

Ibid. , 42.
Kenneth W. Johnson, The Search for Aquacakyquen and Cali: Archaeowgical Survey
of Portions of Alachua, Bradford, Citrus, Clay, Columbia, Marion, Sumter, and Union
Counties, Florida (Gainesville: Florida State Museum Miscellaneous Project
Report 33, 1987) ; Kenneth W. Johnson, "The Discovery of a SeventeenthCen tury Spanish Mission in lchetucknee State Park, 1986," FZorida journal of
Anthropowgy 15 (1990): 39-46.
Brent Richards Weisman, Excavations on the Franciscan Frontier: Archaeowgy at
the Fig Springs Mission (Gainesville: University of Florida Press, 1992). See also
Brent R. Weisman, 1988 Excavations at Fig Springs, (8C01 ):Season 1, January-July 1988 (Tallahassee: Florida Archaeological Reports 11 , 1988); Brent R.
Weisman, 1988 Excavations at Fig Springs (8C01 ), Season 2, July-December, 1988
(Tallahassee: Florida Archaeological Reports, 1988); Brent R. Weisman,
"Archaeology of Fig Springs Mission, Ichetucknee Springs State Park," in
Spanish Missions of La Florida, 165-192; John E. Worth, "Archaeology in the
Timucua Mission Province: 1990 Excavations at Fig Springs (8C01), South
End Village, Preliminary Report," Paper presented at the annual meeting of
the Southeastern Archaeological Conference, Mobile, AL., 1990.
Lisa M. Hoshower and Jerald T. Milanich, "Excavations in the Fig Springs
Mission Burial Area" in Spanish Missions of La FZorida,217-243 ; Lisa M.
Hoshower, "Bioanthropological Analysis of a Seventeenth-Century Native
American-Spanish Mission Population: Biocultural Impacts on the Northern
Utina" (PhD diss., University of Florida, 1992); Lisa Hoshower, 1990
Excavations in the Fig Springs Mission Burial Area, Fwrida (8C01) (Gainesville:
Florida Museum of Natural History, 1990); Rebecca Saunders, "Mission Period
Settlement Structure: A Test of the Model at San Martin de Timucua," Historical
Archaeology 30 (1996): 24-36.
For comprehensive overviews of this work, see Jerald T. Milanich, Laboring in
the Fields of the Lord (Washington, DC: Smithsonian Institution Press, 1999);
Jerald T. Milanich, The Timucua (Oxford: Blackwell Publishers, 1996) ; Jerald
T. Milanich, Florida Indians and the Invasion from Europe (Gainesville: University
Press of Florida, 1995).
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Richardson site) ,25 San Juan de Guacara I (Baptizing Spring) ,-26
Santa Fe de Toloca, 27 Santa Cruz de Tarihica, 28 and Santa Cruz de
_ Cachipile in south central Georgia. 29 Other seventeenth-century
Timucuan sites studied include San Francisco de Potano, 30 San
Juan de Guacara II, 31 San Antonio de Enacape, 32 the La Chua
hacienda33 and the associated Zetrouer site. 34 Earlier this year,

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

32

33
34

Jerald T. Milanich, "Excavations at the Richardson Site, Alachua County,
Florida: An Early l 7u. Century Potano Indian Village (with notes on Potano
culture change)," (Tallahassee: Bureau of Historic Sites and Properties
Bulletin No. 2, 1972):35-61. Recent work has been undertaken by Willet
Boyer, "The Route of Hernando de Soto in North Central Florida: Marion and
Alachua Contact/ Mission Sites," Paper presented at the annual meeting of the
Southeastern Archaeological Conference, Tampa, 2013.
LanaJill Loucks, "Political and Economic Interactions between Spaniards and
Indians: Archeological and Ethnohistorical Perspectives of the Mission System
in Florida" (PhD diss., University of Florida, 1979); L. Jill Loucks, "SpanishIndian Interaction on the Florida Missions: The Archaeology of Baptizing
Spring," in Spanish Missions of La Florida, 193-216.
Jerald T. Milanich and Kenneth W. Johnson, Santa Fe: A Name Out of Time
(Gainesville: Florida Museum of Natural History Miscellaneous Project Report
Number 41, 1989); Kenneth W.Johnson, "Mission Santa
Fe de Toloca," in The
Spanish Missions of La Florida, 141-164.
Kenneth W.Johnson, "The Utina and the Potano Peoples of Northern Florida:
Changing Settlement Systems in the Spanish Colonial Period" (PhD diss. ,
University of Florida, 1991) .
Marvin T. Smith and Eric Marks, "Timucuan Mission Ceramics of South
Central Georgia," Paper presented at the annual meeting of the Southeastern
Archaeological Conference, Biloxi, Mississippi, 2002.
Martl1a I. Symes and M.E. Stephens, "A272: The Fox Pond Site," The Florida
A nthropologist 18 (1965): 65-76. More recent work has been conducted at San
Francisco de Potano by Kathleen Deagan and Gifford Waters. See Delene
Beeland, "Old Spanish Mission Found near Gainesville," Natural History 116,
no. 1 (2007), 62.
San Juan de Guacara II (8SU23) was identified by B. Calvin Jones in 1971,
Florida Master Site File, Tallahassee . Lists of areas identified and artifacts
collected by Jones are reported in B. Calvin Jones, "Test Excavation of San
Pedro de Potohiriba: A l 7u. Century Spanish- Yustaga Indian Mission Site
(8MD30) in Madison County, Florida" Florida Archaeological Reports 37 (1998):
Appendix 1, 82-83.
San Antonio de Enacape was identified at the well-known prehistoric site of
Mount Royal (8PU35) reported in B. Calvin Jones and Louis D . Tesar, "19831995 Survey, Salvage and Mitigation of Archaeological Resources within tl1e
Mount Royal Site (8PU35) Village Area, Putnam County, Florida." Report on
file , Florida Bureau of Archaeological Research, Tallahassee, 2001.
Henry A. Baker, "Spanish Ranching and the Alachua Sink Site: A Preliminary
Report," The FloridaAnthropologist46, no. 2 (1993): 82-100.
John M. Goggin, M.E. Godwin, E. Hester, D. Prange, and R. Spangenberg, "An
Historic Indian Burial, Alachua County, Florida," The Florida Anthropologist 2
(1949): 10-24; Lillian M. Seaberg, "The Zetrouer Site: Indian and Spanish in
Central Florida" (MA thesis, University of Florida, 1955).
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Robin Moore identified the mission church and a fortified fence
line at the important settlement of San Diego de Salamatoto on the
- east bank of the St.Johns River. 35
Research in Apalachee Province began in earnest following
World War II. Two of Florida's native sons, John W. Griffin and
Hale G. Smith, were working for the Archaeological Survey of the
Florida Park Service in Tallahassee and were explicitly interested in
exploring culture change on contact sites. They found a kindred
spirit in retired epidemiologist and avocational historian Mark F.
Boyd who had recently published papers on Fort San Marcos de
Apalachee and the Florida missions. 36 In 1947-1948, Smith worked
at the Scott Miller site (La Concepcion de Ayubale) in Jefferson
County, and Griffin investigated the fort at San Luis de Talimali
(hereafter San Luis) in Leon County. 37 Their combined efforts
represented early problem-oriented archaeology and resulted in
one of the first long-term collaborations between archaeologists
and a historian. 38 Griffin and Smith's findings from the two sites
were remarkably similar and enabled them to establish baseline
attributes of mission complexes that included burned whitewashed
clay (from wattle and daub buildings), and a range of common
Hispanic materials including olive jar, majolica, beads and
iron hardware from otherwise indigenous assemblages. 39 They
also observed the same transformation and/ or replacement of
traditional native ceramic types in the Tallahassee area that had
previously been observed in St. Augustine. 40

35
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38
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Robin E. Moore, personal communication, September 2013.
Mark F. Boyd "The Fortifications at San Marcos de Apalachee," Quarterly
Periodical of the Florida Historical Society 15, no. 1 (1936): 3-34; Mark F. Boyd,
"Spanish Mission Sites in Florida," Florida Historical Quarterly 17, no. 4 (1939):
254-280.
Hale G. Smith, "A Spanish Mission Site in Jefferson County, Florida," in Here
They Once Stood: The Tragi,c End of the Apalachee Missions, ed. Mark F. Boyd, Hale
G. Smith, andjohn W. Griffin (Gainesville: University Press of Florida, 1951),
107-136;John W. Griffin, "Excavations at the Site of San Luis," Here They Once
Stood, 139-160.
Boyd, Smith and Griffin, Here They Once Stood.
John W. Griffin and Hale G. Smith, "Trait List of Two Spanish Sites of the
Mission Period," in Here They Once Stood, 175-177.
Hale G. Smith, "Leon-Jefferson Ceramic Types" in Here They Once Stood, 163174; "Two Historical Archaeological Periods in Florida," American Antiquity 13,
no. 4, pt. 1 (1948), 313-319. This was also described by Gordon R. Willey in
Archeology of the Florida Gulf Coast Smithsonian Miscellaneous CoUections Vol. 113
(Washington, D.C.: Smithsonian Institution, 1949) , 488-495.
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The National Historic Preservation Act [1966] , the Department
ofTransportationAct [1966] ,and the National Environmental Policy
Act [1969] had profound impacts on archaeology in Florida and
throughout the country. These laws mandated that archaeological
resources be given the same consideration as environmental
resources during the course of federally-funded development
projects. 41 Their passage coincided with the construction of I-10
through Leon, Jefferson, and Madison counties in the Florida
panhandle. Enter B. Calvin Jones. Jones was hired by the State
of Florida in 1968 to mitigate sites in the projected path of the
interstate. During the course of this work, L. Ross Morrell and
Jones identified a number of Apalachee missions including San
Juan de Aspalaga, San Damian de Escambe, San Pedro y San Pablo
de Patale I and Patale II (Turkey Roost) .42 A few years later, the
Florida Division of Archives, History, and Records Management
(now the Florida Division of Historical Resources) hoped to
mark the upcoming bicentennial by identifying at least four
additional north Florida missions and acquiring the most pristine
one. In theory, this mission would be thoroughly researched and
reconstructed by July 4, 1976. 43 Jones began the project in October
1971 and proceeded to locate and test San Lorenzo de Ivitachuco,
San Miguel de Asile, San Pedro de Potohiriba, and San Joseph de
Ocuya. 44 Although Jones never worked at San Luis de Talimali
(it was in private ownership), he ultimately recommended that
the state purchase and reconstruct this site based on its history,
41

42

43
44

George S. Smith, Francis P. McManamon, Ronald D. Anzalone, James W.
Hand, and James C. Maxon, comp., "The Federal Archaeology Program in
'Archaeology and the Federal Government'," CRM Bulletin 11 (1988): 1, 3-8.
B. Calvin Jones, "Missions Reveal State's Spanish-Indian Heritage [Sanjuan de
Aspalaga]," Archives and History News l, no. 2 (1970): 1, 3; L. Ross Morrell and
B. Calvin Jones, "Sanjuan de Aspalaga: (A Preliminary Architectural Study),"
Bureau of Historic Sites and Properties Bulletin No. 1 ( 1970); "Seventeenth-Century
Spanish Mission Cemetery is Discovered Near Tallahassee [San Damian de
Escambe]," Archives and History News l , no. 4 (1970): 1-2; "State Archaeologists
Unearth Spanish Mission Ruins [San Pedro y San Pablo de Patale]," Archives
and History News 2, no. 4 (1971): 2; B. Calvin Jones, John Hann, and John
F. Scarry, "San Pedro y San Pablo de Patale: A Seventeenth-Century Spanish
Mission in Leon, County, Florida," Florida Archaeology 5, (1991): 1-201.
Jones, San Pedro de Potohiriba, l.
B. Calvin Jones, "Spanish Mission Located and Test Excavated," Archives
and History News 3, no. 6 (1972): 1-2; B. Calvin Jones, "A Semi-Subterranean
Structure at Mission San Joseph de Ocuya, Jefferson County," Bureau of Historic
Sites and Properties Bulletin No. 3 (1998): 1-50; Jones, San Pedro de Potohiriba,
1998.
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intrinsic beauty, and accessibility via major highways. 45 The State
never did buy or recreate a mission in time for the bicentennial,
- but its ambitious goal would be realiz'ed thirty years later. 46

A Mission Model
Jones's investigation of eight Apalachee m1ss1ons was
summarized in 1987 in collaboration with Gary Shapiro who
added his preliminary data from San Luis. 47 Based on their test
results, they developed a predictive model for identifying mission
churches, friaries, and outbuildings (usually kitchens) based
primarily on building size, the spatial relationship of buildings to
one another, and the east-west axis of structures and cemeteries.
This model would be tested by archaeologists throughout the 1990s
and early 2000s. After following up on Jones' excavations at Patale
I and Patale II, Rochelle A. Marrinan acknowledged the disparities
in Apalachee mission architecture, but suggested that the Florida
missions should reflect a unified conceptual plan.
There has been, I believe, a readiness to accept the
missions of La Florida as small, rustic settlements. Evidence
from other areas indicates that wherever Franciscans went
they demonstrated an organizational concept of mission
plan. The ruins of the southwestern missions stand as
testimony to their obvious ability to translate, through the
labor of the native population, the architectural plan of
places of worship in a grand scale. I believe we will find
that the Franciscan missionaries of La Florida were equally
capable. 48
A contrasting perspective was presented by Rebecca Saunders.
Following her investigations of Santa Catalina de Amelia (relocated

45
46
47

48

B_ Calvin Jones, comp. , "The Mission San Luis de Talimali (Apalache): A
Reconstruction Study," (Report on file, Mission San Luis, Tallahassee,1974).
Bonnie G. McEwan and John H . Hann, "Reconstructing a Spanish Mission:
San Luis de Talimali," Magazine of History 14, no. 4 (2000):16-20.
B. Calvin Jones and Gary N. Shapiro, "Nine Mission Sites in Apalachee," in
Columbian Consequences Vol. 2: Archaeological and Historical Perspectives on the
Spanish Borderlands East, ed. D. H. Thomas (Washington, DC: Smithsonian
Institution Press, 1990) , 491-509.
Rochelle A. Marrinan, "Archaeological Investigations at Mission Patale, 19841992," in Spanish Missions of La Florida, 286.
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from Santa Catalina de Guale in 1686) and Santa Maria de Yamassee
on Amelia Island, Saunders worked at San Martin de Timucua.
She re-evaluated the architectural data from previous excavations
and suggested that the mission model was fundamentally flawed
and had, in some instances, been used uncritically to interpret
archaeological remains. 49
It is now generally accepted that the size of structures within
doctrina church complexes was variable, probably dependent on
the number of parishioners being served. Milanich found that
mission churches in Spanish Florida averaged about 60 by 35 feet, 50
however, investigations at San Luis revealed a considerably larger
church that measured 110 by 50 feet. 51 The design of churches
was also somewhat inconsistent, although the data are equivocal
or incomplete in many instances. For example, San Martin may
have had an open chapel, 52 while the churches at Santa Catalina de
Guale and San Luis were completely enclosed, each with distinctive
wall treatments in the naves and sanctuaries. 53
The types of structures within church complexes have proven
to be fairly predictable. As suggested by Jones and Shapiro these
often include a church, friary, and a detached kitchen. It has also
been established that church floors became the consecrated burial
ground for most native parishioners. Throughout Spanish Florida,
interments were generally confined to the naves and were often
superimposed, presumably to fit within the confines of the burial

49

50
51

52
53

Jones and Shapiro were the first to acknowledge the preliminary nature of
their data and that their model should be considered a starting point. Rebecca
Saunders, "Mission-Period Settlement Structure: A Test of the Model at San
Martin de Timucua," Historical Archaeology 30, no. 4 (1996), 24-36. Related
articles include Rebecca Saunders, "Ideal and Innovation: Spanish Mission
Architecture in the Southeast," Columbian Consequences, 527-542; Rebecca
Saunders, "Architecture of the Missions Santa Marfa and Santa Catalina de
Amelia," in The Spanish Missions of La Florida, 35-61.
Milanich, Laboring in the Fields, 132.
Bonnie G. McEwan and Clark Spencer Larsen, "Archaeological and Biocultural
Investigations in the Church Complex at San Luis, Interim Report to the
National Endowment for the Humanities," (Project report on file, Mission San
Luis, Tallahassee, 1995);John H. Hann and Bonnie G. McEwan, The Apalachee
Indians and Mission San Luis (Gainesville: University Press of Florida, 1998) ,
84-87.
Saunders, "San Martin de Timucua," 34.
David Hurst Thomas, "The Archaeology of Mission Santa Catalina de Guale:
Our First 15 Years," in Spanish Missions of La Florida, 9; Hann and McEwan, The
Apalachee Indians, 87.
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area. They were typically oriented on the long axis of the church
in such a way that if the individuals were to sit up, they would be
- facing the altar.
The Cemeteries

Since grave goods represent one of the few physical
manifestations of ideology available to archaeologists, the
mission cemeteries of Spanish Florida represent one of the most
interesting contexts. Thomas has suggested that during the early
seventeenth-century, or pre-parochial period of missionization,
there was a higher frequency of burial goods with religious
symbolism. Evidence of this is most pronounced in the cemetery at
Santa Catalina de Guale (1600-1680), where the largest number of
religious objects and other grave furnishings has been recovered. 54
The subsequent phase, or secularization period, technically never
occurred in Spanish Florida since none of the Florida missions
ever became regular parishes. The later burial assemblage from
San Luis (1656-1704), provides an interesting point of comparison
to Santa Catalina since it contains a high concentration of burial
goods, but relatively few overtly religious artifacts. 55
54

55

David Hurst Thomas, "Saints and Soldiers at Santa Catalina: Hispanic Design
for Colonial America" in The Recovery of M eaning in H istorical Archaeology in the
Eastern United States, ed. Mark P. Leone and Parker B. Potter, Jr. (Washington
DC: Smithsonian Institution Press, 1988) : 73-140; See also Elliot H . Blair, Lorann
S.A. Pendleton, and Peter Francis,Jr., The Beads of St. Catherines Island (New York:
American Museum of atural History Anthropological Papers 89, 2009).
Bonnie G. McEwan,"The Spiritual Conquest of Spanish Florida," American
Anthropologist 103, no.3 (2001): 633-644; Bonnie G. McEwan, Michael W.
Davidson, and Jeffrey M. Mitchem,"A Quartz Crystal Cross from Mission San
Luis, Florida," journal of Archaeological Science 24 (1997): 529-536; Jeffrey M.
Mitchem, "Beads and Pendants from San Luis de Talimali: Inferences from
Varying Contexts," Spanish M issions of La Florida, 399-417; Jeffrey M. Mitchem,
"Analysis of Beads and Pendants from San Luis de Talimali (8LE4) :The
Cemetery and Church (Project report on file , Mission San Luis, Tallahassee,
1990); Jeffrey M. Mitchem, "Explorers and Missionaries: The Spanish Bead
Trade in Florida during the 16'h and l 7'h Centuries," Paper presented at
the Bead Trade in the Americas Conference, Santa Fe, M, 1992; Jeffrey
M. Mitchem, "Analysis of Personal Adornment Items from the Cemetery at
Mission San Luis (8LE4): 1993 Excavations," Project report on file , Mission San
Luis, Tallahassee, 1994; Jeffrey M. Mitchem, "Analysis of Personal Adornment
Items from the Cemetery at Mission San Luis (8LE4): 1994 Excavations,"
Project report on file , Mission San Luis, Tallahassee, 1995;Jeffrey M. Mitchem,
"Personal Adornment Items from the Cemetery at Mission San Luis (8LE4):
1995 Excavations, with Addenda from the 1994 Excavations," Project report on
file , Mission San Luis, Tallahassee, 1996.
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Both of these assemblages are exceptional compared to other
mission cemeteries, which typically have few artifacts. Worth has
argued that the accumulation of grave goods found at the mission
capitals of Santa Catalina de Guale and San Luis de Talimali are a
direct reflection of their concentrated wealth from corn production
and their proximity to shipping lanes. 56 The high quantity of
imported goods associated with Spanish households at San Luis is
thought to be attributable to these same factors. 57
Bioarchaeology

Some of the most informative research on Spanish Florida
has resulted from bioarchaeological studies. Clark Spencer Larsen
has been a pioneer in this area directing the decades-long La
Florida Bioarchaeology Project. Working in tandem with project
field archaeologists, he conducted multi-year field investigations
on human remains from Santa Catalina de Guale, Santa Catalina
and Santa Maria de Yamassee on Amelia Island, and San Luis
de Talimali (hereafter referred to as San Luis). 58 Larsen and
his colleagues also studied previously-excavated remains from
prehistoric, protohistoric, and mission period sites throughout
Spanish Florida. 59 These data enabled their team to generate a
diachronic assessment of native diet and health from pre-contact
times through the mission era.
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John E. Worth, Timucuan Chiefdoms of Spanish Florida, Volume 1: Assimilation
(Gainesville: University of Florida Press, 1998), 1 78-179.
Bonnie G. McEwan, "Hispanic Life on the Seventeenth-Century Florida
Frontier" in Spanish Missions of La Florida, 295-321; Bonnie G. McEwan, "San
Luis de Talimali: The Archaeology of Spanish Indian Relations at a Florida
Mission," Historical Archaeology 25, no. 3 (1991): 36-60; Bonnie G. McEwan,
"The Archaeology of Women in the Spanish New World," lHistorica Archaeology
25, no. 4 (1991): 33-41.
Clark Spencer Larsen, The Archaeology of Mission Santa Catalina de Guale: 2.
Biocultural Interpretations of a Population in Transition (New York: American
Museum of Natural History Anthropological Papers 68, 1990); Clark
Spencer Larsen and Tiffiny A. Tung, "Mission San Luis de Apalachee: Final
Report on the Human Remains," Project report on file, Mission San Luis,
Tallahassee, 2002; Clark Spencer Larsen, "On the Frontier of Contact: Mission
Bioarchaeology in La Florida" in The Spanish Missions of La Florida, 322-356.
Attitudes and laws regarding the study of Native American burials in this
country have changed considerably since this research was conducted. For
a discussion of Florida's human burial laws, see Ryan W. Wheeler, "Florida's
Unmarked Human Burial Law: A Retrospective, 1987-2010," The Florida
Anthropologist, (in press).
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Isotope analyses of the available remains revealed a significant
difference in carbon and nitrogen ratios before and after contact. 60
- This finding indicated a decrease in dietary diversity and an increase
in maize (carbohydrate) consumption through time. San Luis was
an exception to this pattern, presumably because of the-availability
of domestic meat (protein) which also resulted in a relatively low
prevalence of dental caries at the site.
A series of detailed skeletal and tooth studies indicated an
increasingly higher proportion of both short-and long-term
physiological stress following contact. These included enamel
defects such as hypoplasias and Retzius lines, along with an increase
in caries and reduced dental microwear (suggestive of a diet of
softer foods leading to plaque and bacteria build-up). Poor diet,
anemia, and a greater number of infections were also suggested
by an increased number of lesions on tibiae and crania (porotic
hyperostosis). These findings led to the overall conclusion that
missionized natives suffered from malnutrition, susceptibility to
chronic infectious diseases, and a marked decline in their overall
health. Those who did not perish outright from related illnesses
very likely experienced reduced fertility and reproductive growth. 61
Another facet of the bioarchaeology study was an examination
of work behavior before and after missionization. Larsen and his
colleagues observed a dramatic increase in joint deterioration
(osteoarthritis) in late mission period skeletal remains, attributable
to increased workloads over an extended period of time. 62 In
their study of humeri and femora cross-sections, Christopher
Ruff and Larsen determined that mission Indians also had larger
and stronger bones than their precontact counterparts, perhaps
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Dale L. Hutchinson, Clark Spencer Larsen, Margaret J. Schoeninger, and
Lynette Norr, "Regional Variation in the Pattern of Maize Adoption and Use
in Florida and Georgia," American Antiquity 63 (1998) : 397-416.
For an excellent compilation of related bioarchaeology studies, see Clark
Spencer Larsen, ed, Bioarchaeology of Spanish Florida: The Impact of Colonialism
(Gainesville: University Press of Florida, 2001).
Clark Spencer Larsen, Mark C. Griffin, Dale L. Hutchinson, Vivian E. Noble,
Lynette Norr, Robert F. Pastor, Christopher B. Ruff, Katherine F. Russell,
Margaret ]. Schoeninger, Michael Schultz, Scott W. Simpson, and Mark
Teaford, "Frontiers of Contact: Bioarchaeology of Spanish Florida," journal of
World Prehistory 15 (2001): 98-100.
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reflecting increased body weight from their high carbohydrate
diet, increased sedentism, and/ or static or repetitive work. 63
Epidemics were not readily identifiable in the Florida skeletal
populations. Amy Bushnell noted that "pests and contagions"
purportedly killed half the Indian population between 1613 and
1617; typhus or yellow fever, smallpox, and measles took 10,000
lives from 1649 to 1659; and another pestilence struck from 1672
to 1674. 64 Yet despite these documented episodes, acute infectious
diseases are rarely found on skeletal remains since the human
hosts usually perish long before changes in bone can occur. 65
There is, however, evidence of traumatic death at the missions.
An adult male at San Luis was found with a .44 caliber lead shot
near his lumbar vertebrae from an apparent gunshot wound to his
abdomen. 66 Another male was found with a projectile point next to
his leg suggesting it was imbedded in his flesh. This could easily
have led to a lethal blood infection, or he may have perished from
other non-evident wounds. 67
Bioarchaeologist Christopher Stojanowski has studied mission
remains from a different perspective. Using phenotypic (tooth size)
profiles, he has proposed possible lineages and social standing in
Apalachee burial populations within rows, near altars, and within
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Christopher B. Ruff and Clark Spencer Larsen, "Reconstructing Behavior in
Spanish Florida: The Biomechanical Evidence," in Bioarchaeology of Spanish
Florida, 113-145.
Amy Bushnell, The King's Coffer: Proprietors of the Spanish Florida Treasury, 15651702 (Gainesville: University Presses of Florida, 1981) , 13-14.
Larsen, et al.,Journal of World Prehistory, 93.
The archaeological evidence was initially evaluated by William R. Maples, C.A.
Pound Human Identification Laboratory at the University of Florida. The
results were published in Clark Spencer Larsen , Hong P. Huynh , and Bonnie
G. McEwan, "Death by Gunshot: Biocultural Implications of Trauma at Mission
San Luis," International journal ofOsteoarchaeology 6 (1996): 42-50.
The challenge of identifying victims of warfare archaeologically is discussed
in George R. Milner, "Nineteenth-Century Arrow Wounds and Perceptions
of Prehistoric Warfare," American Antiquity 70, no. 1 (2005): 144-156. Other
related works include George R. Milner, "Warfare in Prehistoric and Early
Historic Eastern North America," journal of Archaeological Research 7, no. 2
(1999): 105-151; George R. Milner, Eve Anderson, and Virginia G. Smith,
"Warfare in Late Prehistoric West-Central Illinois," American Antiquity 56, no. 4
(1991): 581-603.
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coffins at both San Luis and Pa tale. 68 He has also used a larger
body of phenotypic data to propose evolutionary profiles of native
-populations throughout Spanish Florida. 69
Beyond the Religious Complex: Secular Settlement Patterns in
Spanish Florida
In the late 1970s, Kathleen Deagan conceptualized a plan for
defining the areal extent of sixteenth-century St. Augustine as
part of the "St. Augustine 1580" project. 70 Her broad-scale survey,
which has been widely replicated ever since, revealed that the final
(1572) relocated town lay south of the plaza in an area bounded by
Marine, Bridge, and St. George streets.71 It was not until the Castillo
was under construction in the 1670s that the town expanded
north of the plaza. 72 Equally important was her finding that St.
Augustine was laid out on a gridded town plan conforming to the
basic ordinances for colonial settlement issued by King Philip II in

68
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Christopher M. Stojanowski, Clark Spencer Larsen, Tiffiny A. Tung, and
Bonnie G. McEwan, "Biological Structure and Health Implications from
Tooth Size at Mission San Luis," American Journal of Physical Anthropology 132
(2007): 207-222; Christopher Michael Stojanowski, "Biological Structure of the
San Pedro y San Pablo de Patale Mission Cemetery," Southeastern Archaeology
24 (2005): 165-179; Christopher M. Stojanowski, "Differential Phenotypic
Variability among Apalachee Populations of La Florida," American Journal of
Physical Anthropology 120 (2003): 352-363.
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Bioarchaeological Perspective (Tuscaloosa: University of Alabama Press, 2005);
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Colonial Florida: Social and Evolutionary Transformation Before, During
and After Demographic Collapse," American Anthropologist 107(2005): 417431; Christopher M. Stojanowski, Mission Cemeteries, Mission Peoples: Historical
and Evolutionary Dimensions of Intracemetery Bioarchaeology in Spanish Florida
(Gainesville: University Press of Florida, 2013); Christopher M. Stojanowski,
Bioarchaeology of Ethnogenesis in the Colonial Southeast (Gainesville: University
Press of Florida, 2010).
Kathleen Deagan, "Downtown Survey: The Discovery of Sixteenth Century
St. Augustine in an Urban Area," American Antiquity 46 (1981): 626-634. For
a discussion of this project, see Paul E. Hoffman, "St. Augustine 1580, The
Research Project," El Escribano 14 (1977): 5-1 9.
Kathleen Deagan, "The Archaeology of 16th Century St. Augustine," The Florida
Anthropologist 38 (1985):Figs. 1 & 2, 10.
Kathleen Deagan, Spanish St. Augustine: The Archaeology of a Colonial Creole
Community (New York: Academic Press, 1983), 25 .
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1573. 73 David]. Weber has noted that other than New Orleans, St.
Augustine was perhaps the only other Spanish settlement in North
America to achieve the status of ciudad. 74
The manner in which St. Augustine's frontier outposts
developed was far from uniform, and nowhere are the settlement
trajectories more distinct than in the provincial capitals of Santa
Catalina de Guale and San Luis. Thomas has been investigating
Santa Catalina de Guale on St. Catherines Island, Georgia since
the late 1970s. As one of the northernmost missions, Santa
Catalina functioned as a religious headquarters among the Guale
Indians and as a military stronghold against British and French
incursions. 75 It was also a breadbasket and source of labor for St.
Augustine until its abandonment in 1680. 76 During the course of
his research, Thomas identified the remains of the seventeenthcentury church and convento on top of their sixteenth century
counterparts (the earlier mission settlement was destroyed during
the 1597 Guale Rebellion, but resettled in 1604). 77 The church,
friary, kitchen, and two wells were located around a rectangular
plaza and the entire complex was probably surrounded by a
stockade. 78 Although testing of the adjacent Guale village or
pueblo is still in its preliminary stages, Thomas anticipates that the
Spanish practice of reducci6n resulted in the nucleation of native
communities into a secular settlement surrounding the religious
complex. 79 Early indications suggest that "housing in the pueblo
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Papers 88, 2008).
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consisted of rectangular buildings, perhaps separated by "streets."
Native American structures were apparently built as an extension
.of the initial gridwork." 80
Located in present day Tallahassee, San Luis (de Talimali) was
established at its present location in 1656 at the behest of Spanish
military authorities, more than one-half century after Santa
Catalina. 81 An early fortification was built at the crest (north end)
of the hilltop, and an Apalachee mission village was constructed on
the south end. The Apalachees defined a large circular plaza, and
built a council house, chief's house, and church facing it. 82 The
church and a small friary were initially integrated into what was
otherwise a native village . It was not until the establishment of a
Spanish settlement at San Luis in the late 1670s and 1680s -about
the time Santa Catalina was abandoned-that the Apalachee
dwellings were replaced with Spanish homes similar to those
found in St. Augustine. 83 The formal religious complex, including
a large friary and kitchen, was also constructed at this later date
presumably to accommodate Spanish parishioners. Interestingly,
the Apalachee council house remained intact and was by far the
largest building on the plaza throughout the occupation of the site.
A guiding factor in the evolution of San Luis appears to have
been the Camino Real which ran through the approximate center
of the settlement and is still visible on the western slope of the site.
All of the European buildings investigated to date ran parallel or
perpendicular to the road. Once the native village was replaced
with aligned rectangular Spanish structures, the settlement likely
took on a gridded appearance. 84 A rendering of an orderly Spanish
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San Luis was one of the firstApalachee missions established around 1633, but
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Albert Manucy and Luis Arana. They have since been studied by Herschel E.
Shepard and his students. See, 'Research Project: San Luis Archaeological and
Historic Site,' Prepared by the College of Architecture, University of Florida,
Gainesville (Project report on file, Mission San Luis, Tallahassee, 1993).
See Herschel E. Shepard, "Architectural Research: The Provincial Governor's
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https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol92/iss3/1

48

Society: Florida Historical Quarterly, Volume 92, Number 3

HISTORICAL ARCHAEOLOGY

509

community at San Luis is depicted on the 1705 Landeche map of
Apalachee Province. 85
Military Architecture

There were nine forts constructed in St. Augustine prior to
the Castillo de San Marcos, the first of which (1565-1566) has been
the subject of ongoing investigations by Kathleen Deagan. Deagan
identified the remains of Seloy's sixteenth century village and
Menendez' initial occupation at the Fountain of Youth Park and
the adjacent Shrine of Nuestra Senora de la Leche. 86 Owing to
Indian hostilities, the next two forts were constructed across the bay
on Anastasia Island. 87 City Archaeologist Carl Halbirt believes he
located the remains of the seventh, eighth, or ninth wooden fort in
the yard of the de Mesa House. 88 The archaeological identification
of St. Augustine 's early wooden forts has been challenging since
they were occupied for relatively short periods of time and the
remains are somewhat ephemeral. This would change in the 1670s.
The Castillo de San Marcos, built between 1672 and 1695,
was not only a crowning architectural achievement but the first
masonry (coquina) fortification in Spanish Florida. 89 It provided
St. Augustine with exceptional defensive capability (survivingjames
Moore's 1702 assault), and changed the physical and demographic

85
86

87
88

89

A reproduction, translation, and details of the Landeche map can be found in
Boyd, Smith , and Griffin, Here They Once Stood, Plates I and II.
Kathleen Deagan, Historical Archaeowgy at the Fountain of Youth Park (8-Sj-31), St.
Augustine, Florida: 1934-2007 (Gainesville: Florida Museum of atural History
Miscellaneous Project Reports in Archaeology 59, vol. 1, 2008) , 241; Kathlee n
Deagan, Archaeology at 8Sj34, The Nombre de Dios Mission/ La Leche Shrine Site,
St. Augustine: Summary Report on the 1934-2011 Excavations (Gainesville: Florida
Museum of Natural History Miscellaneous Project Reports in Archaeology 62,
2012) , 24-25.
Eugene Lyon, "The First Three Wooden Forts of Spanish St. Augustine, 15651571 ," ElEscribano34 (1997): 140-157.
Mischa Johns and Carl Halbirt, "In the Shadow of the Castillo de San Marcos,"
Poster presentation at the annual meeting of the Florida Anthropological
Society, St. Augustine, 2012.
During investigations on Anastasia Island in 2007, Carl Halbirt uncovered
the remains of an adult donkey near one of the routes used to haul coquina
from the quarry to the ferry. Carl D. Halbirt, " . .. skillfully disarticulated at the
joints": A seventeenth-Century Donkey Burial, St. Augustine, Florida," Paper
presented at the Annual Meeting of the Florida Anthropological Society, Ybor
City, Florida, 2008.
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landscape of the town. 90 Since it is a National Historic Landmark
managed by the National Park Service, archaeological research at
the Castillo de San Marcos has been focused primarily on issues
related to its preservation and public interpretation. 91
Beyond the Castillo, however, most seventeenth-century
fortifications in Spanish Florida continued to be wooden earthfast
constructions surrounded by palisades and/ or moats. Although
many were designed by military engineers, their actual construction
was generally not as precise, complete, or durable as available plans
suggest. 92 An interesting example was the seventeenth-century fort
at San Marcos on Apalachee Bay. This site was investigated by both
Hale G. Smith and Charles H. Fairbanks during the 1950s and 1960s.
Fairbanks found a group of submerged intact postmolds he attributed
to the original seventeenth-century fort. 93 Although soldiers were

90

91

92

93

For a thorough discussion of the Castillo de San Marcos, see Verne E. Chatelain,
The Defenses of Spanish Flmida, 1565 to 1763. (Washington, D.C.: Carnegie
Institution of Washington Publication 511, 1941); See also two volumes
of collected papers by Luis Rafael Arana, "Defenses and Defenders at St.
Augustine," El Escribano 36 (1999): 3-219 and "The Endurance of Castillo de
San Marcos," El Escribano 41 (2004): 13-68; Luis R. Arana and Albert Manucy,
The Building of CastiUo de San Marcos (St. Augustine, FL: Eastern National Park
and Monument Association, 1977); Albert C. Manucy, The Histary of Castillo de
San Marcos & Fort Matanzas from Contemporary Narratives and Letters (Washington,
D.C. : National Park Service, Source Book Series No. 3, Reprint 1955).
Harrington et al., Excavations in the Courtyard of the Castillo, 101-141; John
W. Griffin, "Archeological Investigations of the Cubo Line," in Fifty Years of
Southeastern Archaeology: The Sdected Works ofjohn W Griffin, ed., Patricia C. Griffin
(Gainesville: University Press of Florida, 1996), 101-114; Kathleen Deagan,
Excavation at the Castillo de San Marcos, St. Augustine, Florida: Archaeological
Data in Support of Stabilization (Tallahassee: National Park Service, Southeast
Archeological Center, 1980); Charles F. Lawson and John E. Cornelison, Jr.,
Archeological Investigations of the San Pablo and San Pedro Bastions at Castillo de San
Marcos National Monument, St. Augustine, Florida (Tallahassee: National Park
Service, Southeast Archaeological Center, Tallahassee, 2002); Carl Halbirt,
"
La
Cuidad de San Agustin: A European Fighting Presidio in Eighteenth-Century
La Florida," H istorical Archaeology 38, no. 3 (2004): 33-46.
Bonnie G. McEwan and Charles B. Poe, "Excavations at Fort San Luis," Florida
Anthropologist 47, no. 2 (1994): 90-106; Milanich and Saunders, The Spanish
Castillo and the Franciscan Doctrina of Santa Catalina, ( 1986): 1-1 7.
Archaeological materials recovered from San Marcos de Apalachee [from Smith
and possibly Fairbanks, although report is unclear] are discussed in Dorris L.
Olds, "History and Archaeology of Fort Saint Marks in Apalachee" (MA thesis,
Florida State University, 1962). For additional information, see Boyd, San
Marcos de Apalachee, 3-34; Lucy L. Wenhold, "The First Fort of San Marcos de
Apalache," Florida Historical Quarterly 34, no. 4 (April 1956): 301-314.
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stationed there when the port first opened in the 1640s, a makeshift
wooden fort/watchtower was not built until the 1670s. Spaniards
whitewashed the structure to give it the appearance of an imposing
masonry building like the Castillo. The deception worked from a
distance, but pirates caught on and sacked it in 1682 (an event John
Hann attributed more to "the shortcomings of its defenders than
because of the inadequacies of the structure itself') .94 Today, the
remains of the stone fort at San Marcos de Apalachee (begun in
1739) are still visible at the confluence of the Wakulla and St. Marks
rivers, though much has been lost to erosion. The site is currently
managed by the Florida Park Service.
In addition to St. Augustine and St. Marks, garrisons were
also stationed at important mission centers such as Santa Catalina
de Guale, San Pedro on Cumberland Island, and San Francisco
de Potano, and at some haciendas including Asile and La Chua.
Archaeological research on the military components of frontier
sites includes investigations at San Luis, 95 Apalachicola, 96 and
Salamatoto. 97 The end of the seventeenth century also brought
the establishment of Santa Maria de Calve (1698-1719), the first of
three presidios on Pensacola Bay. Archaeological research at this
site was directed by Judith Bense (now president of the University
of West Florida) in the 1990s. Her findings demonstrated
Santa Maria's strong reliance on Mexico to compensate for the
limited native population in the Pensacola region. Although the
Spanish residents at Santa Maria participated in well-documented
illicit commerce with French Mobile, it was almost invisible
archaeologically since many of the materials they received from
Mobile were actually Hispanic in origin. 98

94
95
96

97

98

John H. Hann, "The Fort of San Marcos or St. Marks of Apalachee," Notes on
files, Mission San Luis, Tallahassee, 1996.
McEwan and Poe, "Excavations at Fort San Luis."
Edward B. Kurjack and Fred Lamar Pear on, Jr., "Special Investigation of
lRulOl, The Spanish Fort Site," in Archaeologfral Salvage in the Walter F. George
Basin of the Chattahoochee River in Alabama, ed., D. L. Dejarnette (Tuscaloosa:
University of Alabama Press, 1975), 200-229.
Robert E. Johnson, "Archaeological Data Recovery at the Site 8SJ3218, The
Spanish Mission of San Diego de Salamatoto, St. Johns County, Florida,"
Project report on file, Florida Master Site File, Tallahassee, 2010.
Judith A. Bense, ed., Presidio Santa Maria de Calve (Gainesville: University Press
of Florida, 2003), 209;Judith A. Bense, "Presidio Santa Marfa de Galve (16981719): A Frontier Garrison in Spanish West Florida," "Historical Archaeology 38,
no. 3 (2004): 47-64.
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Domestic Architecture

The clearest archaeological images of seventeenth-century
-Spanish domestic architecture come from St. Augustine and
San Luis, thanks in large part to long-term collaborations with
preservation architects Albert Manucy and Herschel Shepard. The
design and construction of these colonial homes were in keeping
with traditional Spanish folk or vernacular architecture. Most of
the Hispanic dwellings in these two communities were modest
constructions, typically ranging between 12 x 16 feet and 20 x 30
feet. They were timber-framed or braced-framed structures, with
one or two interconnected rooms closely conforming to Manucy's
"common plan" design. 99 The walls were infilled with either
sawn planks or wattle and daub and they typically had earthen
floors. Long-leaf yellow pine was the most prevalent wood used
in construction, although cedar, oak, and cypress have also been
identified. Most dwellings had pitched roofs covered with thatch
(most commonly cabbage palm fronds), although shingles were
sometimes used.
Archaeological evidence suggests that native architecture,
at least in Apalachee Province, remained equally unchanged
throughout the seventeenth century. The remnants of thatched
circular dwellings and council houses, often containing benches,
smudge pits, and hearths, suggest little Spanish influence on
Apalachee architecture after contact. 100 The material culture

99

See Albert Manucy, The Houses of St. Augustine, 1565-1821 (St. Augustine, FL:
St. Augustine Historical Society, 1978); Albert Manucy, Sixteenth-Century St.
Augustine: The People and Their Homes (Gainesville: University Press of Florida,
1997). Descriptions of structural remains found archaeologically can be found
in Kathleen Deagan, "The Archaeology of Sixteenth-Century St. Augustine,"
The Florida Anthropologist 38, no. 1-2, pt. 1 (1985): 6-33; Deagan, Spanish St.
Augustine; McEwan, "Hispanic Life on the Seventeenth-Century Florida
Frontier," 295-321.
100 Bonnie G. McEwan, "The Apalachee Indians of Northwest Florida," in Indians
of the Greater Southeast, ed. B. G. McEwan (Gainesville: University Press of
Florida, 2000), 57-84; Gary Shapiro and Bonnie G. McEwan, "Archaeology at
San Luis, Part I: The Apalachee Council House," Florida Archaeowgy 6 (1992):
1-173; Bonnie G. McEwan, "Archaeology of the Apalachee Village at San Luis
de Talimali," Florida Archaeological Reports 28, (1992): l-92; John F. Scarry and
Bonnie G. McEwan, "Domestic Architecture in Apalachee Province: Apalachee
and Spanish Residential Styles in the Late Prehistoric and Early Historic
Period Southeast," American Antiquity 60, no. 3 (1995): 482-495; Bonnie G.
McEwan, "Cultural Landscapes_"
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from these structures further suggests that many traditional social
institutions and activities continued throughout the mission period.

Material Culture
Throughout La Florida, there is a preponderance of native
pottery in every conceivable Spanish context including residential
sites, forts, and religious complexes.
Kathleen Deagan has
attributed this finding to the integration of natives into the fabric
of Hispanic colonial life through labor, religious indoctrination,
trade, intermarriage, concubinage, and other forms of contact. 101
The large quantities of native materials from Spanish contexts
is more pronounced in the missions than in St. Augustine. For
example, aboriginal pottery accounts for more than 70% of all
ceramics at the Convento de San Francisco, 102 but well over 80%
of the pottery from the friary at San Luis. In fact, the ceramic
assemblage from San Luis' convento contains so few European items
(except a few items such as olive jar fragments ) , that it could easily
have been recovered from an aboriginal context. These findings
substantiate the Franciscans' mendicant obligation but, more
significantly, underscore the friars' almost complete reliance on
their native charges for most aspects of their material comfort.
The types of native pottery recovered in St. Augustine are those
primarily associated with eastern Timucuan and Guale peoples. 103
Throughout the seventeenth century there was a sharp increase in
San Marcos over St. Johns pottery correlating with the decline of
St. Augustine area Timucua Indians and the relocation of Guale
and Mocama mission populations into the area. 104 Although the
Apalachee and western Timucuans had a regular presence in St.
Augustine during the seventeenth century, they were typically
represented by transient male repartimiento laborers.

101 Kathleen Deagan, "Accommodation and Resistance: The Process and Impact
of Spanish Colonization in the Southeast," in Columbian Consequences, 300;
Kathleen Deagan, "The Archaeology of Sixteenth Century St. Augustine," The
Florida Anthropologist 38, nos. 1-2, pt. 1 (1985) , 29.
102 Hoffman , "The Archaeology of the Convento de San Francisco," 75; Hoffman,
"The Material Culture of Seventeenth-Century St. Augustine, 101-102.
300; Julia King, "Ceramic
103 Deagan, "Accommodation and Resistance,"
Variability in Seventeenth-Century St. Augustine, Florida" Historical Archaeology
18, no. 2 (1984): 75-82.
104 Worth, The Strugg/,e for the Georgia Coast, 22-55.
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As noted by some of the earliest mission researchers such as
Griffin and Smith, extra-regional influence also begins to appear
_in the sixteenth century and becomes full-blown during the
seventeenth century. 105 While there are no simple or straightforward
answers to these changes, Worth has proposed that the pottery
changes among the Guale and Mocama along the Atlantic coastline,
as well as those among the Apalachee and Timucua/Potano to
the west, were parallel transformations reflecting changes in
the complex social interaction of these tribes in response to a
common denominator-the Spanish colonial system based in St.
Augustine. 106 This explanation is in keeping with Deagan's early
interpretation of Timucuan social change following her study of
materials from Fig Springs.
On a different note, ceramic technologist Ann Cordell of the
Florida Museum of Natural History has conducted a long-term
study of Apalachee pottery and colonowares. 107 Her petrographic
analysis of pottery from San Luis and Old Mobile (where the
Apalachees from San Luis migrated following the destruction of
the missions in 1704), revealed that the Apalachees continued
to make both traditional pottery and colonowares in Mobile.
Continuity was maintained in tempering and other aspects of
manufacture, however, there were changes in colonoware vessel
traits such as footrings and body thickness, presumably in response
to French consumers with a different aesthetic than Spaniards. 108
Studies such as this have become increasingly important for the
light they shed on market forces and how European consumers
shaped indigenous pottery. 109 Remarkably, Cordell also found that
105 See Kathleen Deagan and David Hurst Thomas, ed., From Santa Elena to
St. Augustine: Indigenous Ceramic Variability, A.D. 1400-1700 (New York:
Anthropological Papers of the American Museum of Natural History 90, 2009).
106 John E. Worth , "Ethnicity and Ceramics on the Southeastern Atlantic Coast:
An Ethnohistorical Analysis," in From Santa Elena to St. Augustine, 179-207.
107 Ann S. Cordell, Continuity and Change in Apalachee Pottery Manufacture (Mobile:
University of South Alabama Archaeological Monograph no. 9, 2001); Ann S.
Cordell. "Continuity and Change in Early 18th Century Apalachee Colowares,"
paper presented at the Global Pottery 1•1 International Congress on Historical
Archaeology & Archaeometry for Societies in Contact, Barcelona, Spain,2012.
108 Ibid_, 36.
109 For more considerations of this topic see Charles R. Cobb and Chester
B. DePratter, "Multisited Research on Colonowares and the Paradox of
Globalization," American Anthropologist 114, no. 3 (2012): 446-461; Vicki L.
Rolland and Keith H. Ashley, "Beneath the Bell: A Study of Mission Period
Colonoware from Three Spanish Missons in Northeastern Florida," The Florida
Anthropologist 53, no. 1 (2000): 36-61.
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two of the vessels recovered from Old Mobile were made at San
Luis, thus representing a few of the possessions carried with them
during their forced exile. 11 0
Diet

Pedro Menendez de Aviles, Spanish Florida's first governor,
supplied Florida with a range of domestic animals including sheep,
pigs, and cattle. Although these species were generally not well
suited to St. Augustine and the Atlantic coastal plain, they fared
better in the interior provinces. 111 For several decades, Elizabeth
Reitz of the University of Georgia and her colleagues have studied
animal remains from Spanish colonial sites throughout La Florida
and have identified a range of dietary adaptations. 112Their research
has revealed that Spaniards living at the missions exploited locally
available sources of protein. For example, beef and pork were
consumed in abundance at San Luis, 113 while venison was eaten

110 Cordell, Continuity and Change in Apalachee Pottery Manufacture, 19.
111 Elizabeth]. Reitz and C. Margaret Scarry, Reconstructing Historic Subsistence with
an Example from Sixteenth-Century Spanish Florida. The Society for Historical
Archaeology Special Publication no. 3, 1985.
112 Elizabeth]. Reitz, "Zooarchaeological Evidence for Subsistence at La Florida
Missions" in Columbian Consequences, 543-554; Elizabeth]. Reitz, "Evidence
for Animal Use at the Missions of Spanish Florida," in Spanish Missions of
La Florida, 376-398; Elizabeth]. Reitz, "Vertebrate Use and Cultural Change
Among Native Americans," Paper presented at the annual meeting of the
Southeastern Archaeological Conference, Knoxville, Tennessee, 1995; Lee
Newsom and Irvy R. Quitmyer, "Appendix E: Archaeobotantical and Faunal
Remains," in Excavations on the Franciscan Frontier: Archaeology at the Fig Springs
Mission, 206-233.
113 Elizabeth]. Reitz, "Vertebrate Fauna from the Spanish Village and Ocala
Road, San Luis de Talimali, Features 73 and 74," Project report on file , Mission
San Luis, Tallahassee, 1991 ; Elizabeth]. Reitz, "Vertebrate Remains from the
Apalachee Village at San Luis de Talimali," Project report on file, Mission
San Luis, Tallahassee, 1993; Elizabeth]. Reitz and Jennifer Freer, ''Vertebrate
Remains from the Spanish Village at San Luis de Talimali, Feature 6," Project
report on file, Mission San Luis, Tallahassee, 1990; Daniel C. Weinand and
Elizabeth]. Reitz, ''Vetebrate Fauna from San Luis de Talimali, 1992," Project
report on file, Mission San Luis, Tallahassee, 1992; Daniel C. Weinand,
Rhonda L. Smith, and Elizabeth]. Reitz, "Faunal Identifications from the
1993 Excavations at Fort San Luis," Project report on file, Mission San Luis,
Tallahassee, 1994.
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more frequently at Santa Catalina than at other missions. 114 These
findings stand in contrast to Nombre de Dios and other coastal
missions where there was a heavy reliance on aquatic vertebrates,
particularly fishes. 11 5 The same was true for St. Augustine proper
where the diet was much closer to that of the native population at
Nombre de Dios than any of the frontier outposts. 11 6 Interestingly,
the animal remains from the Convento de San Francisco in St.
Augustine suggest that Franciscans had more access to venison,
chicken, and pork than their secular neighbors in town, perhaps as
a result of direct shipments from the missions. 117
Overall, the vertebrate remains from Spanish Florida indicate
that Spaniards made adaptations to the diverse settings and
microenvironments situated throughout the colony.11 8 Animal
husbandry appears to have had limited success since large
quantities of cow and pig have only been identified from San Luis
(although this would presumably be the case at sites near La Chua
and other haciendas). Curiously, the abundance of beef and pork
available to residents in the interior provinces does not seem to
have had a direct impact on subsistence in St. Augustine during the
seventeenth century. 119
114 Elizabeth ]. Reitz and Joel Dukes, "Change and Stability in Vertebrate Use
between the Irene Period and the Mission Period: Nonhuman Vertebrate
Remains from Meeting House Field and Fallen Tree" in Native American
Landscapes of St. Catherines Js/,and, Georgia: Volume 2, ed. D. H. Thomas (New York:
American Museum of atural History Anthropological Papers 88, 2008) , 778798. Also see Elizabeth]. Reitz, Barnet Pavao-Zuckerman, Daniel C. Weinand,
and Gwyneth A Duncan, Mission and Pueblo of Santa Catalina de Gua/,e, St.
Catherines Js/,and, Georgia (New York: Anthropological Papers of the American
Museum of Natural History 91, 2010); Elizabeth]. Reitz, Irvy R. Quitmyer, and
David Hurst Thomas, Seasonality and Human Mobility along the Georgia Bight (New
York: American Museum of Natural History Anthropological Papers 97, 2012).
115 Kelly L. Orr and Carol Colaninno, "Native American and Spanish Subsistence
in Sixteenth-Century St. Augustine: Vertebrate Faunal Remains from Fountain
ofYouth (8SJ31), St.Johns Co., Florida," in Historical Archaeology at the Fountain
of Youth Park (8-SJ-31 ), St. Augustine, Florida: 1954-2007, ed. Kathleen Deagan
(Gainesville: Florida Museum of Natural History Miscellaneous Project
Reports in Archaeology 59, 2008): Volume II, Appendix 7 (1-53), 25-26.
116 Ibid., 21-22.
117 Elizabeth ]. Reitz, "Vertebrate Fauna from the St. Augustine Barracks Site
(SA-42A), St. Augustine, Florida," Project report on file, Zooarchaeology
Laboratory, Georgia Museum of Natural History, University of Georgia,
Athens, 1992.
118 Elizabeth]. Reitz, ''Vertebrate Fauna from Seventeenth-Century St. Augustine"
Southeastern Archaeology 11, no. 2 (1992): 79-94.
119 Kathleen Deagan , "St. Augustine and the Mission Frontier," in Spanish Missions
of La Florida, 87-110.
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Zooarchaeological studies have been complemented by
ethnobotanical analyses detailing plant use in La Florida. C.
Margaret Scarry, Donna Ruhl, and Lee Newsom have investigated
plant remains from the major mission provinces and from various
sites in St. Augustine. 120 Their findings indicate that Spaniards
had reasonable success introducing many Old World fruits
and vegetables to Florida. Chili peppers, watermelon, peaches,
melons, figs, pomegranates, peas, and oranges all flourished in
the subtropical climate. It is also well-documented that wheat was
grown (most notably at Asile hacienda), but its identification from
archaeological sites has been primarily limited to those projects
with the most rigorous recovery and processing techniques.
Interestingly, wheat has most frequently been identified from
religious complexes at the missions, suggesting that its use at these
frontier settlements may have been largely reserved for ritual
purposes. 121 Other European plant foods, such as garbanzos, have
only been recovered a few times and were possibly imported along
with other Iberian staples such as olives, olive oil, and wine during
the seventeenth century.
The most pronounced finding of the enthnobotanical studies
was the prevalence of native corn, beans, and squash throughout
Spanish Florida. Despite the success of many Old World cultigens,
introduced species were always supplemental to native staples.
Corn, in particular, was the dietary mainstay of the colony and
as its production intensified, fewer alternative food sources were
exploited. 122
Transportation and Economy

With over 2,000 miles of coastline, the Atlantic Ocean and Gulf
of Mexico were critical to the life blood of the colony. Ships traveled

120 Donna L. Ruhl provides a comprehensive overview of these studies in
Spanish Florida in "Old Customs and Traditions in New Terrain: Sixteenthand Seventeenth-Century Archeobotanical Data from La Florida," in Foraging
and Farming in the Eastern Woodlands, ed. C.M. Scarry (Gainesville: University
Press of Florida, 1993), 255-283; Newsom and Quitmyer, "Appendix E:
Archaeobotantical and Faunal Remains," 206-233.
121 Donna L. Ruhl, "Oranges and Wheat: Spanish Attempts at Agriculture in La
Florida," HistoricalArchaeology3l (1997): 36-45.
122 See, for example, C. Margaret Scarry, "Plant Production and Procurement in
Apalachee Province," in The Spanish M issions of La Florida, 368-369; C. Margaret
Scarry and Elizabeth]. Reitz, "Herbs, Fish, Scum and Vermin," 351.
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from St. Augustine and Mexico to collect the situado, between St.
Augustine and Apalachee to deliver supplies and receive provisions,
-and between Apalachee and Havana to exchange agricultural
surplus for imported goods. From the Caribbean, the treasure
fleets were propelled by the Gulf Stream through the Straits of
Florida and along the Atlantic coastline before beginning their
transatlantic voyage back to Spain. 123 The treacherous reefs and
shoals through the Straits and along the coast, combined with the
unpredictability of hurricanes (other than knowing they occurred
in the fall and winter), created exceedingly dangerous conditions
and Florida became a ship graveyard with literally thousands of
wrecks in its waters. 124
The most renowned seventeenth-century shipwreck in Florida
waters is Nuestra Senora de Atocha, the vice flag ship of the Tierra
Firrne fleet. This galleon was one of 28 vessels which left Cuba
for Spain in September 1622 and was lost in a hurricane off the
Florida Keys. No archaeological assemblage is more emblematic
of the Spanish treasure fleets than that from the Atocha. 125 The
materials have been studied by archaeologists and a wide range of
maritime experts. 126 The Atocha assemblage underscores the vast
wealth extracted from the Americas intended to fuel the Spanish
Empire, and the burgeoning global economy as seen in the diverse
materials originating from the Americas, Asia, and Europe. 127

123 See Roger C. Smith,JamesJ. Miller, Sean M. Kelley, and Linda G. Harbin, An
Atlas of Maritime Florida (Gainesville: University Press of Florida, 1997).
124 Ibid.; Steven Singer, Florida Shipwrecks (Sarasota, FL: Pineapple Press, 1992).
125 See R. Duncan Mathewson III, Treasure of the Atocha: A Four Hundred Million
Dollar Archaeological Adventure (New York: E.P. Dutton, 1986); Eugene Lyon , The
Search for the Atocha (New York: Harper and Row, 1979).
126 See for example, Kathleen Deagan, Artifacts of the Spanish Colonies of Florida
and the Caribbean, Volume I: Ceramics, Glassware and Beads (Washington, D.C.:
Smithsonian Institution Press, 1987); Kathleen Deagan, Artifacts of the Spanish
Colonies of Florida and the Caribbean, Volume II: Portable, Personal Possessions
(Washington D.C.: Smithsonian Institution Press, 2002); Mitchell W. Marken,
Pottery from Spanish Shipwrecks 1500-1800 (Gainesville: University Press of
Florida, 1994); Alan K. Craig, Spanish Colonial Gold Coins in the Florida Collection
(Gainesville: University Press of Florida, 2000); Alan K. Craig, Spanish Colonial
Silver Coins in the Florida Collection (Gainesville: University Press of Florida,
2000).
127 The Atocha project became a lightning rod for academics, commercial salvors,
politicians, and the courts concerned with the rightful ownership of shipwrecks
and their contents. This contention resulted in the federal Abandoned
Shipwreck Act signed into law in 1988.
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Equally interesting were the remains from one of the merchant
ships that sailed with the 1622 Tierra Firme fleet, tentatively
identified as Buen Jesus y Nuestra Senora de Rosario, also found off the
Florida Keys. 128 The large load of tobacco consigned to the ship
had perished, but researchers found 6,639 pearls from La Costa de
las Perlas-the Pearl Coast-off Venezuela's mainland which were
likely contraband since they were absent from the outward bound
shipping manifest. 129 Among the most interesting aspects of the
Buen Jesits wreck were the faunal remains which not only revealed
evidence of mariners' meals, including pigs, cattle, sheep/ goats,
and chicken (also found on the Atocha), but a high proportion
of black rats. 130 These rodents were common passengers aboard
colonial ships. Black rats ate through scarce onboard rations,
contaminated fresh water supplies, and were vectors for typhus
and bubonic plague. 131 A New World parrot was also identified,
perhaps one of many bound for Europe where they were commonly
incorporated into portraits as status symbols.
Another facet of the Spanish colonial world was embodied by
the Henrietta Marie which wrecked in 1700. Believed to be one of
the oldest slave ships ever excavated in the Americas, this English
merchant ship had just deposited its human cargo in Jamaica
and was reloaded with New World commodities (including sugar
and indigo) when it wrecked off Key West. The remains from the

128 See Greg Stemm and Sean Kingsley, eds., Oceans Odyssey 3: The Deep-Sea Tortugas
Shipwreck, Straits of Florida: A Merchant Vessel frorn Spain's 1622 Tierra Firme Fleet
(Oxford: Oxbow Books, 2013).
129 For an archaeological examination of a sixteenth century Spanish town
founded to exploit Venezuelan pearl fisheries, see Raymond F. Willis, "The
Archeology of 16th Century Nueva Cadiz" (MA thesis, University of Florida,
1976). There is an interesting discussion of contraband cargo in Eugene
Lyon and Barbara Purdy, "Contraband in Spanish Colonial Ships," ltinerario 6

(1982)2:91-108.
130 Philip L. Armitage, "The Deep-Sea Tortugas Shipwreck, Florida: The Animal
Bones, " in Oceans Odyssey 3, (2013): 151-169.
131 Black rats as carriers of bubonic plague and typhus are discussed by Alfred
W. Crosby in The Columbian Exchange: Biological and Cultural Consequences of
1492, (Westport, CT.: Greenwood Press, 1972) , 97. Black rats were common
shipboard passengers on other wrecks as well. See for example, Roger C.
Smith, John R. Bratten, J. Cozzi, and K Plaskett, "The Emanuel Point Ship
Archaeological Investigations 1997-1998," Report of Investigations No. 68
Archaeology Institute of West Florida, Pensacola (1998); Roger C. Smith,
James Spirek, John Bratten, and Della Scott-Ireton, "The Emanuel Point Ship
Investigations, 1992-1995, Preliminary Report," Project report on file , Florida
Bureau of Archaeological Research, Tallahassee, 1995.
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Henrietta Marie chronicle both commercial English enterprise in
the Caribbean and Southeast, and the brutal conditions of slaving
·operations. These activities would have a profound impact on
Spanish Florida. 132
Beyond transportation by sea, the communication of
agricultural products, supplies, soldiers, and Indian laborers
between the mission provinces and St. Augustine was an ongoing
operation. People and goods traveling north from St. Augustine
had to cross the upper reaches of the St. Johns River by ferry at
San Juan del Puerto. From here, provisions and military patrols
were typically transported between the capital and Guale using the
Inland Passage (now known as the Intracoastal Waterway). 133 Amy
Bushnell has described a landing site on St. Catherine's Island as
follows:

"At Asao, one of the stops on Ybarra's progress through
Guale, he admonished the Indians 'to erect crosses along
their roads similar to the one they have at the landing
place. The cross is the perfect symbol of a Christian
(Geiger 1937:174-175).' The church that was ready for
consecration on St. Catherines was half a league from the
landing place on the southern end of the island. "134
During the seventeenth century, the Timucuan missions provided
essential logistical support to soldiers, friars, repartimiento laborers,
and commodities moving between Apalachee and St. Augustine. 135
Governor Rebolledo used the 1656 Timucuan Rebellion to his
advantage by coercing chiefs involved in the revolt to relocate their
villages along the camino, thus bolstering the native populations
along this critical route. Archaeologists have been able to determine
how Governor Rebolledo's plan of mission consolidation and

132 A permanent exhibit on the Henrietta Marie is on display at the Mel Fisher
Maritime Museum, Key West, Florida.
133 Brian G. Boniface, "A Historical Geography of Spanish Florida, circa 1700"
(MA thesis, University of Georgia, 1971) , 167-172.
134 Bushnell, Situado and Sabana,468. The in-quote citation is for Maynard Geiger,
The Franciscan Conquest of Florida (1573-1618) (Washington DC: Catholic
University of America, 1937) , 174-175.
135 Worth, Timucuan Chiefdoms of Spanish Florida, Volume 1: Assimilation, 161.
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resettlement was operationalized through the identification of
many of these pre- and post-1656 Timucuan mission sites. 136
During the winter months, military couriers could make the
trip between St. Augustine and Apalachee in four days; during
the wet season it could take over a month. 137 Transportation by
ship was a dangerous 700-mile voyage that took about two weeks
(it only took eight days to sail from St. Marks to Havana). The
preferred route from Apalachee to St. Augustine was amphibious.
From Apalachee Bay, canoes and pirag;uas went along the Gulf
Coast to the Suwannee River and up to the Santa Fe tributary.
From here, goods were transported across the Alachua plain using
pack animals and native cargo bearers. 138 The natives of San Diego
de Salamatoto were assigned the difficult task of providing ferry
service across the St.Johns River.
Some of the most interesting but under-reported archaeological
remains have been associated with these river crossings and
landings. Submerged remains have been recovered in the St.Johns
near the Salamatoto mission and likely represent a combination of
site erosion and lost cargo. They have also been recovered from
the Suwannee River, most notably near the second (post-1656
rebellion) settlement of San Juan de Guacara where the camino
crossed the river at Charles Spring. 139 One particularly interesting
find from this area was a large iron concretion that was turned over
to conservator James Levy of the Florida Bureau of Archaeological
Research. After being cleaned and conserved, the rusted lump
turned out to be a sack of iron tools including unused hoe blades
and axe heads, no doubt intended for agricultural activities on the
mission frontier. 140
136 John E. Worth, Timucuan Chiefdoms of Spanish Florida, Volume 2: Resistance and
Destruction (Gainesville: University Press of Florida, 1998), Figure 5-1, 97-105.
Also see Kenneth W.Johnson, "The Utina and the Potano Peoples of Northern
Florida: Changing Settlement Systems in the Colonial Spanish Period" (PhD
diss., University of Florida, 1991).
137 Mark F. Boyd, "Diego Pena's Expedition to Apalachee and Apalachicola in
1716," Florida Historical Quarterly 28 (1949) :1-27.
138 Piraquas, or pirogues, were small, flat-bottomed vessels which had both oars
and sails and were used to navigate the inland waterways, coastal zones, and
rivers. See, for example, Chatelaine, The Defenses of Spanish Florida, 40.
139 This site, 8SU23, was found by B. Calvin Jones in 1971. Jones noted that the
locations of the ferry landings were still discernible at the time.
140 Personal communication, James Dunbar, September, 2013. The materials
were conserved by James Levy and are curated by the Florida Bureau of
Archaeological Research, Mission San Luis, Tallahassee.
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The Spanish Landing site, identified on the St. Marks River just
north of Fort San Marcos, is believed to be the final destination for
·vessels carrying cargo to and from Apalachee Province. 141 B. Calvin
Jones conducted preliminary testing on the terrestrial (actually
swampy) portion of the site and recovered typical Apalachee artifacts
and ballast. The submerged remains in the river, however, were quite
remarkable and included numerous leather shoe soles, decorative
escutcheon, dozens of whole olive jars, pine corks large enough to
cover olive jar openings, native clay pipes, Mexican majolica, and
even a ceramic vessel fragment with the name Juan de la Rosa
inscribed on it (he was a ship's captain working for San Luis resident
and ship owner Diego de Florencia). The assemblage highlights the
nature of the Apalachee economy which was based on the export
of raw materials in exchange for finished products and imported
foodstuffs . It is also one of the few places in Apalachee Province
where San Marcos pottery has been recovered, indicative of goods
being transported from St. Augustine to Apalachee. The St. Marks
Landing site was located at the northernmost point on the St. Marks
River where the water was deep enough for vessels to maneuver, yet
the southernmost area where fresh water was still available.
Summary
Following his 1948 test excavations at San Luis, John Griffin
made the following observation:
In one sense, the problem of the Spanish m1ss10ns of
Florida is related to the larger problem of Spanish missions
in the hemisphere, and particularly those in North
America. When enough data are available from the various
regions to which Spanish activity was extended, it will be
possible to study the varying reactions and adjustments of
divergent aboriginal populations to a similar impact. In
this connection, however, one should not assume that the

141 The Spanish Landing site was identified by Dr. Lou Hill and reported in
David E. Swindell and Louis Hill, Jr., "Archaeological Investigations at Spanish
Landing (8WA247): A Port for the Apalachee Missions," (Project report on
file, Bureau of Archaeological Research, Tallahassee, 2001) . These materials
were reanalyzed and reported in Jennifer F. McKinnon, "Maritime Cultural
Landscapes: Investigations at the Spanish Landing (8WA247) " (MA thesis,
Florida State University, 2003).
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impact was identical in the different geographical areas
involved. Matters of colonial policy, location in relation to
international affairs, isolation, and environment, as well as
the personalities of the individuals involved, will combine
to complicate the problem. 142
Indeed, it has been the cumulative impact of archaeological
research on seventeenth-century sites in Spanish Florida that has been
particularly compelling. 143 As dynamic institutions, Spanish missions,
forts, and settlements had a range of expressions over space and
time. Archaeologists have successfully investigated some of the ways
by which natives were brought into the Spaniards' social, religious,
and political orbit through sustained contact, indoctrination, and
reorganization. They have also studied European elements such as
sacred and secular architecture and found that although they were
incorporated into their frontier communities, a significant number
of social and material accommodations were also required. Perhaps
most remarkable is the manner in which Spaniards continually
adjusted their strategies in St. Augustine and the mission provinces
to ensure they functioned as inter-related components of the larger
colonial enterprise.

142 John W. Griffin, "Excavations at San Luis: Conclusions," in Here They Once Stood,
157.
143 All historical archaeologists working on Spanish colonial sites in La Florida owe
a tremendous debt to the research that has been conducted in St. Augustine.
The interdisciplinary program initiated in the 1970s by the St. Augustine
Restoration Foundation established an unparalleled precedent for Spanish
colonial research in this country. Subsequent studies have drawn heavily
from this exemplary body of work for their theoretical and methodological
underpinnings.
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"These people are not conquered like
those of New Spain":
Florida's Reciprocal Colonial Compact
by Amy Turner Bushnell
n 1605, Pedro de Ybarra, Governor of Florida, sent a terse note
to Fray Benito de Blasco, a missionary who had gone behind
his back to send his own envoy to the wild coast south of St.
Augustine. "These people are not conquered like those of New
Spain," he warned him. "This is a new land." 1 As the Spanish
extended their influence over the New World, they encountered
a broad range of environments and peoples, and how they related
to them differed from place to place. The maritime periphery
of Florida, which included parts of present-day South Carolina,
Georgia, and Alabama, had non-agricultural Indians to the south,
settled agriculturalists to the west, and seasonally mobile Indians
to the north, center, and east. This article examines the chiefdompresidio relationship that developed in Florida between 1565,
when Spain first established a foothold on the east coast, and the
early 1700s, when the presidio lost its hinterland. It addresses four

I

Amy Turner Bushnell is Adjunct Associate Professor of History at Brown University
and an Invited Research Scholar at the John Carter Brown Library. Her publications
include Situado and Sabana: Spain s Support System for the Presidio and Mission Provinces
ofFlorida ( 1994); The Kings Coffer: Pmprietors of the Spanish Florida Treasury, 1565-1702
( 1981), and (ed.) Establishing Exceptionalism: Historiography and the Colonial Americas
(1995).
Governor Pedro de Ybarra to Fray Benito Blasco, St. Augustine, 12-7-1605,
1
Archivo General de Indias, ramo Gobierno: Santo Domingo, legajo 232,
hereinafter SD 232.
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fundamental questions: how the relationship came about, how it
functioned, what the parties expected out ofit, and what conditions
could sustain or undermine it. The Spanish have left us written
sources. What the Indians thought must be gauged through their
reported speech and their behavior.
I

In 1617, Father Luis Geronimo de Ore, a Peruvian Franciscan,
was in Florida to inspect part of the missions of the Province
of Santa Elena, with headquarters in Cuba and a friary in St.
Augustine. He was on his way from the coast to the northernmost
Timucuan mission, Santa Isabel de Utinahica, deep in the heart of
present Georgia, when an Indian in the town of Tarraco asked him
what the Christian name of their town was going to be. Father Ore
answered, "Santa Barbara." He had no friar to spare, he said, but
he would arrange for the town's inhabitants to receive instruction
from a Christian Indian. With that, the Tarracoans disappear from
the record, name and all. 2
We could dismiss this mission story as a paragraph in the
fundraising appeal of a religious lobbyist, but in the first half of the
seventeenth century, Christianity did spread rapidly in the three
mission provinces of Guale, Timucua, and Apalache. The only limit
seemed to be the number of missionaries available. Paul Hoffman
calculates that in 1647 there may have been 35,000 baptized Indians
in forty-four missions. 3 In the unevenly fertile expanse between the
Florida wetlands and the Georgia piedmont, forty-four existing towns
had been solemnly christened with saints' names to show that their
leaders had accepted baptism and that a doctrinero was in residence,
teaching the people how to live like Roman Catholics, which, among
other things, meant that on the saints days of their chief and of their
town, they threw a feast and danced into the night. 4 To each new

2

3
4

Amy Turner Bushnell, Situado and Sabana: Spain s Support System for the Presidio
and Mission Provinces of Florida (New York: American Museum of Natural
History, 1994), 49-51; John H. Hann, A History of the Timucua Indians and
Missions (Gainesville: University Press of Florida, 1996), 161; Robert Allen
Matter, Pre-Seminole Florida: Spanish Soldiers, Friars, and Indian Missions, 15131763 (New York: Garland Press, 1990), 56.
Paul E. Hoffman, Florida's Frontiers (Bloomington: Indiana University Press,
2002), llO.
Bushnell, Situado and Sabana, 157-158, 184-186;John H. Hann, Apalachee: The
Land Between the R ivers (Gainesville: University of Florida Press, 1988), 310.
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doctrina the king made a 1000-peso gift of vestments, ornaments, and
a heavy church bell, personalized with the name of the town for which
it had been cast. Although these sacra effectively anchored the town
and made it susceptible to sacrilege, they were prize possessions. In
1682 two Yamasee chiefs at the old site of San Salvador de Mayaca
brought suit, with the help of the Defender of the Indians, against
their former doctrinero, Fray Bartolome de Quinones. Ordered to
dismantle the doctrina, Fray Bartolome had taken away the sacred
furnishings and two bells that His Majesty had given "to their pueblo
and no other," and they wanted them back. 5 The lords of the land
considered themselves anyone's equal, certainly a friar's.
Friars explained the alacrity with which the Timucuas came
over to the Christian side by the intercessory powers of the blood
of martyrs, meaning that of the five friars killed at the outset of
the Guale rebellion of 1597. We of a secular age look for earthly
answers and ask ourselves what positive and negative factors went
into the equation when the Indians of a frontier region weighed
their options and decided to accept the Spaniards' king and god. 6
Years ago, historians developed a set of answers to explain the
success of the "high conquest" of the imperial peoples of Mexico
and Peru. These explanations, which shade into myth, include the
Spaniards' superior military technology and use of psychological
warfare, their tactics of divide and conquer, and their arsenal of
pathogens. 7 The imperial peoples, their societies in shambles and
their gods discredited, perforce acknowledged the sovereignty of a
distant emperor and were baptized en masse. How far and how fast
the high conquest traveled and how much of it was a cover for civil
or internecine warfare were questions for later historians to address.
Less is known about the conquests of the non-imperial peoples
on the Aztecs' and Inkas' old frontiers. These entradas were long,
hard slogs, with meager returns in the way of gold and glory and
few chroniclers. 8 The Crown's practice of allowing bands of lesser
5
6

7
8

Bushnell, Situado and Sabana, 146, 159; Hoffman, Florida's Frontiers, 103-105.
For example, Susan M. Deeds analyzes Tarahumara and Concho incentives
in "Indigenous Responses to Mission Settlement in Nueva Vizcaya," in The
New Latin American Mission History, ed. Erick Langer and Robert H. Jackson
(Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1995) , 77-108.
Matthew Restall, Seven Myths of the Spanish Conquest (Oxford: Oxford University
Press, 2003).
For an exception, see Captain Bernardo de Vargas Machuca, The Indian Militia
and Description of the Indies [1599], ed. Kris Lane, trans. Timothy F. Johnson
(Durham, NC: Duke University Press, 2008).
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conquerors to self-finance by means of booty and slaves only resulted
in "lands renowned for live war." Partly in response to mounting
criticism over how Spain was allowing its new subjects to be treated,
partly in response to legal opinions that gradually defined the rights
of barbarians, and partly because missions required less manpower
than presidios, the Crown shifted to an emphasis on conversion.
Where the frontier was strategic, as in New Spain's near north, Chile,
Florida, and, later on, Texas and Upper California, presidios shared
the stage with missions without being as well regarded. 9 Where the
frontier was not strategic, as with many provinces of the Society of
Jesus, missions were self-supporting. The set of explanations for
the success of missions in frontier regions, Crown-supported or on
their own, includes the heroism of their founders, 10 the refuge that
they offered from slave raids and settler exploitation, 11 their steady
if monotonous food supply, replacing the wild foods of a degraded
environment, 12 the appeal of Christian magic, 13 and the trade goods
to which the Christians offered access. 14 Explanations of mission
failure are less common, perhaps because of the lack of consensus

9

10

11

12

13

14

On the military's fall from favor, see Amy Turner Bushnell, "A Requiem for
Lesser Conquerors: Honor and Oblivion on a Maritime Periphery," in Beyond
Books and Borders: Garcilaso de la Vega and La Florida del Inca, ed. Raquel ChangRodriguez (Lewisburg, PA: Bucknell University Press, 2006), 66-74.
On the "Christophilic triumphalism" of the first historians of the Florida
missions-John Tate Lanning (1935), Maynard Geiger (1937), and Felix
Zubillaga (1941)-see David]. Weber, "Blood of Martyrs, Blood of Indians:
Toward a More Balanced View of Spanish Missions in Seventeenth-Century
North America," in Columbian Consequences. Vol. 2. Archaeological and Historical
Perspectives on the Spanish Borderlands East, ed. David Hurst Thomas (Washington,
DC: Smithsonian Institution, 1990), 429-448, citing 430-431.
Amy Turner Bushnell, "Indigenous America and the Limits of the Atlantic
World, 1493-1825," in Atlantic History: A Critical Appraisal, ed. Jack P. Greene
and Philip Morgan (New York: Oxford University Press, 2009), 191-221, citing
201-207.
Steven W. Hackel, Children of Coyote, Missionaries of Saint Francis: Indian-Spanish
Relations in Colonial California, 1769-1850 (Chapel Hill: University of North
Carolina Press, 2005), 65-123.
Daniel T. Reff, "The Jesuit Mission Frontier in Comparative Perspective: The
Reductions of the Rio de la Plata and the Missions of Northwestern Mexico,
1588-1700," in Contested Ground: Comparative Frontiers on the Northern and
Southern Edges of the Spanish Empire, ed. Donna]. Guy and Thomas E. Sheridan
(Tucson: University of Arizona Press, 1998), 16-31.
Lance Grahn finds that Capuchin failure on the Riohacha frontier was due to
the Guajiro's access to non-Spanish smugglers. See Lance R. Grahn, "Guajiro
Culture and Capuchin Evangelization: Missionary Failure on the Riohacha
Frontier," in The New Latin American Mission History, 130-156.
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among historians, some siding with the Christians and some with
the lions. 15
Falling in line with a historiography still tinged by the antiCatholic, anti-hispanic Black Legend, some scholars have concluded
that Florida's missions were a failure, to be blamed on colonial
demands and native resistance. 16 It is true that in the tumultuous
first decade of the eighteenth century, mission structures and
populations vanished, leaving behind them not one tabby ruin
to serve as a tourist attraction. 17 The triggering cause was Queen
Anne's War (1702-1713), but the underlying causes were Spain's
financial crisis and feeble dynasty. Florida's mission provinces were
casualties of the fall of the Spanish house of Habsburg. But a whole
century of catechizing and coexistence should not be dismissed
as meaningless because a war cut it short. Without denying that
abuses invite reprisals, nor that there were instances of both, I
contend that the main problem with the colonial compact was not
that the Indians wanted out of it, but that neither they nor the
Spanish could make the king live up to it.
II

The compact that Spaniards brought to Florida was based upon
seven centuries of reconquista, during which Iberians developed a
workable system for dealing with subject peoples, complete with
unequal treaties, tribute, and self-governing republics, followed by
seven decades of explorations and conquests in the New World,
during which Spanish jurists and theologians thoroughly vetted and
discussed the "things of the Indies," in an effort to set them in legal
and moral order. 18 A consequence of this search for justification was
15

16

17
18

For a secular explanation, see Amy Turner Bushnell, '"None of These
Wandering Nations Has Ever Been Reduced to the Faith': Missions and
Mobility on the Spanish-American Frontier," in The Spiritual Conversion of the
Americas, ed. James Muldoon (Gainesville: University Press of Florida, 2004),
142-168.
Jerald T. Milanich, Laboring in the Fields of the Lord: Spanish Missions and
Southeastern Indians (Washington, DC: Smithsonian Institution, 1999), xii-xiv;
Matter, Pre-Semino/,e Florida, 154; Daniel S. Murphree, Constructing Floridians:
Natives and Europeans in the ColonialFloridas, 1513-1783 (Gainesville: University
Press of Florida, 2006), 51-71.
On the mistaking of nineteenth-century Georgia sugar mills for missions, see
Bushnell, Situado and Sabana, 24.
On reconquista patterns and New World conquests, see Lyle N. McAlister, Spain
and Portugal in the New World, 1492-1700 (Minneapolis: University of Minnesota
Press, 1984).
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that, on the frontiers beyond the bounds of pre-Columbian empires,
Spaniards attempted to draw Indians into an enforceable covenant,
or "conquest by contract." 19 It worked by delegation. According
to historian Eugene Lyon, the legal basis for Pedro Menendez de
Aviles's "properly certified and recorded act" of possession taking
in 1565 was his three-year contract of adelantamiento with Philip II,
which in tum was "the semifeudal basis" for his power to make
treaties with the native peoples." 20 Written treaties of the kind the
adelantado sought served three purposes: they attested to amicable
relations with a defined group of natives; they obligated the leaders
of that group to offer assistance when needed; and they provided
Spaniards with a written claim to present to foreign rivals. 21
Charles Gibson once questioned whether the Spanish ever
actually treated with Indians as did other Europeans. The network
of agreements whereby Spaniards legitimated hegemony over
foreign populations was not, he argued, one of formal agreements
between equally sovereign entities, but one of capitulaciones, defined
as a contract between unequals. 22 Sixteenth-century Spanish efforts
to tratar y contratar had distinctly feudal overtones. They were the
familiar, unequal arrangements of a patrimonial, hierarchical
society, binding lord to vassal, patron to client, and God to man. But
for all that, they were also treaties, ending wars, marking boundaries,
and setting the rules for subsequent interaction. Documents that
Eugene Lyon has translated show that in 1579 and 1580 alone,
Captain Thomas Bemaldo de Quiros made separate treaties with
five chiefs: Coc;apul, Guale, Tupiqui, Oristan, and Tolomato. 23

19

This section is drawn from Amy Turner Bushnell, "Spain's Conquest by
Contract: Pacification and the Mission System in Eastern North America," in
The World Turned Upside-Down: The State of Eighteenth-Century American Studies at
the Beginning of the Twenty-First Century, ed. Michael V. Kennedy and William G.

20

21

22
23

Shade (Bethlehem, PA: Lehigh University Press, 2001), 289-320.
Eugene Lyon , "The Enterprise of Florida," in Columbian Consequences, Vol. 2.
Archaeowgy and History of the Spanish Borderlands East, ed. David Hurst Thomas
(Washington DC: Smithsonian Institution, 1990), 281-296, quoting from 286.
Eugene Lyon, The Enterprise ofFlorida: Pedro Menendez de Avil,is and the Conquest of
1565-1568 (Gainesville: University Presses of Florida, 1976), Appendix 1, 213219; Hoffman, Florida's Frontiers, 63; Bushnell, "The Conquest by Contract,"
302.
Charles Gibson, "Conquest, Capitulation, and Indian Treaties," The American
Historical Review 83: 1 ( 1978): 1-8.
Eugene Lyon, trans., "The Quiros Papers," (typescript, American Museum of
Natural History, 1985). See also Lyon, "The Enterprise of Florida," 286-287.
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In 1596, Florida governor Domingo Martinez de Avendano
took defensive action against French visitors to the coasts of Ais and
- Guale by inviting the chiefs of those two regions to be "regaled"
in St. Augustine. In his presence, the chiefs promised to accept
missionaries, send laborers to St. Augustine, and report foreigners
in their waters. In Spanish eyes, they ratified these agreements
when they accepted gifts, the currency of diplomacy. The
amistades, or friendships, of 1596 contained all four of the elements
necessary to the conquest by contract: promises of mutual defense
and exclusive trade, producing a Spanish sphere of influence; a
promise of obedience to the king in the person of his appointed
governor, extending the king's realms and bringing a new district
into the ecumene; and a promise to receive missionaries, undergo
indoctrination, and become part of a mission province.
Solemn ceremonies sealed the contract. The act of exchanging
hostages cemented the alliances for defense and trade. The act of
homage, in which the chief kissed the king's hand in the person of
the governor's, expressed the oath of fealty, to be renewed yearly.
The act of raising a cross on a town plaza symbolized the town's
readiness to receive friars . And the act of baptism announced the
chief's preparedness to accept the law of God and the demands of
decent worship. In lieu of signatures, these observed acts served as
evidence of contracts with the leaders of non-literate societies. The
function of the attending notary was to attest that the contract had
been validated in his presence and to file a written record. The
Florida archives preserve evidence of contracts that royal officials
engineered and stood ready to enforce, for the conquest by contract
was not designed to be reversible. Once yielded, obedience could
not be withdrawn. The caciquewho rose in rebellion was guilty of a
breach of contract. He could be deposed, stripped of his inherited
privileges, and sent into exile. To be restored, he must undergo
ritual humiliation. Performing the act of submission, again duly
witnessed and notarized, the cacique must throw himself at the
governor's feet and beg for mercy. This act, too, marked a change
of legal status. Those who had followed his lead forfeited the status
of Christians conquered by the gospel and entered the ranks of
nations conquered by the sword, subject to forced labor.
In Florida, chief-led rejections of the covenant were relatively
rare. More often, it was the commoners who drifted away from the
king's realms, individually or as families. Soldiers were sometimes
sent after these fugitives to return them to their duties as subjects
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and Christians. But m1ss10naries were never as dominant in
Florida as they were in upper California or in the reductions of
the Guarani. They raised their crosses on the plazas of established
towns and built their churches and convents with the consent
and sufferance of native leaders. The provinces of Florida were
language-based units of Spanish administration, not unions of
towns. And in Florida, conversion was unquestionably voluntary,
for whole regions rejected the gift of the gospel and membership in
the republic oflndians. 24 Among the "resistant" peoples were the
Cusabos and Oristas,25 the Ais, Tocobagas, Mayacas, andJororos, 26
the Yamasees, 27 the Apalachicolas, 28 and, three times, the Calusas. 29
Apalachicola and Calusa are classic examples. In 1681, five
caciques from Apalachicola, called to St. Augustine by Governor
Juan Marques Cabrera "to give obedience and receive the faith"
and explain why they had ejected the friars and soldiers that he had
sent to Sabacola, one of their towns, told the governor that they
had made the Spanish leave in order to save their lives from "those
who wander in bands as fugitives in the woods without recognition
or subjection to their caciques." They were prepared to trade with
Spaniards and to live in peace, they said, but "as far as asking for
friars, they had never done so or thought of doing so, and if God
ever wanted them and their vassals to become Christians they would
ask for friars then, but they did not presently find themselves with
that intention." 30 The Calusas, for their part, rejected a mission
ofJesuits in 1567-1568, a mission of Franciscans in 1697-1698, and
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a second mission of Jesuits in 1743. 31 The younger of their two
caciques told one of the Franciscans that "if he was not going to
· give him clothing and food , it was no good to become a Christian
and no one would want to become one," while the old cacique
repudiated his baptism and said that he was not going to become a
Christian for "four old rags." The Calusas' idea of conversion, said
one of the later Jesuits, was that "without their doing any work, the
king our lord is to support and clothe them" and "furnish them
with rum. "32
When we focus on the Indian side of the colonial compact
instead of the Spanish one, the characteristics that stand out are
its voluntarism, its built-in reciprocity, and the interest that Indians
had in seeing its terms fulfilled. As Cynthia Radding reminds us,
the compact was a living entity that could change over time and
adapt to circumstances. 33 Our change of focus introduces new
questions: What reasons did Florida Indians have for entering the
colonial compact? What did they believe they had been promised?
And what recourse did they have if these promises were broken?
The quick answers are that the chiefs were attracted by the efficacy
of Spanish magic, the success of Spanish arms, and the availability
of Spanish trade goods to underscore their status and underwrite
their authority. The premise of the compact was that these benefits
would persist. But not every prayer brought rain, and not every
campaign enlarged the king's domain. Non-Spanish traders
continued to appear along the coast; Spanish supply ships and
monies were captured, sequestered, or delayed; and allied chiefs
found that, in wartime, keeping them in European clothes was not
a royal priority.
The governor and other Spaniards in Florida understood
the chiefs' frustration, but they could do little about it, being illsupplied themselves. Spain was over-extended, and in times of war
it could not meet its obligations in Europe, much less overseas.
With the many demands on the royal treasury and the king's
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patrimonial funds, only when Florida was in danger of being lost
to foreign rivals did the colony's strategic situation beside the Gulf
Stream bring it to the fore of the Council of the Indies' agenda. At
those times, the king's counselors might well advise the Crown to
order the Mexico City treasury to release the funds to catch up the
situado, shore up the Indian alliances, and construct fortifications,
send reinforcements to bring the garrison up to strength, and
summon a fresh batch of missionaries to extend the frontiers with
hastily founded "live missions," too little, too late. So what benefits
did the Indians expect from the colonial compact, that the lack of
them should prove so disappointing? Again, those expectations
were for a foreign culture's magic, a stronger power's protection,
and access to European clothing, labor-saving tools, trade goods,
and firearms.

III
While Spanish and Indian religions had little in common
besides their mutual mistrust, Spanish and Indian magic were not
as far apart as one might think and could even be interpreted as
competing systems of sorcery. In Florida, native sorcerers were
believed to have the power to make rain, 34 and Christians were
expected to demonstrate that their magic was equally powerful.
Menendez, who in Guale was called Mico Santamaria, "Chief
Holy Mary," gained influence there and among the Timucua as a
rainmaker,35 or, as he would have been called in sixteenth-century
Spain, a "conjurer of clouds." 36 When he set out to explore the St.
Johns River in 1566, Timucuan chief Hotina met him and asked
him to pray to his god for rain the way he had in Guale, because
Hotina's cornfields had gone six months without a good rain.
Before the Spanish could get to the town, five leagues from the
river, a hard rain began to fall, and Hotina fled into the woods
in fear of such a powerful sorcerer. But when the Spanish again
entered his chiefdom, he took Menendez as his "elder brother,"

34 Worth, Timucuan Chiefdoms, I: 67.
35 Eugene Lyon, "Santa Elena: A Brief History of the Colony, 1566-1587,"
University
of South Carolina Institute of Archaeology and Anthropology,
Research Manuscript Series No. 193 (1984) , 9; Hann, History of the Timucua, 55.
36 William P. Christian Jr. , Local Religion in Sixteenth-Century Spain (Princeton, NJ:
Princeton University Press, 1981) , 29-30.
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asking only that he be given a cross, a trumpeter, and six soldiers
to instruct his people in the new religion. 37 The adelantado was
· not the only Spaniard to claim power over the rains. At a 1583
conference in Santa Elena, Governor Pedro Menendez Marquez
told the assembled chiefs that the drought from which their towns
were suffering, the same drought that had broken that summer in
the vicinity of St. Augustine, was God's punishment on the northern
Indians for not becoming Christians. Many believed him, he said,
and asked for baptism. 38
Indian sorcerers also claimed the power to call down storms
and lightning strikes, which in Florida were not uncommon. The
traditional ballgame of Apalache and western Timucua was played
in honor of Nicoguadca, god of thunder and rain. 39 Menendez's
apparent ability to direct the force of a hurricane against the
French fleet and use it to give his forces cover for their surprise
attack on Fort Caroline would have been interpreted as a sign
that Nicoguadca had chosen sides. 40 Stormy weather also marked
the advance of missions into central and western Timucua. Fray
Martin Prieto recounted that in the chiefdom of Potano, when
the old chief ordered him thrown out of his house and beaten, a
sudden clap of thunder made everyone fall to the ground, and a
strong windstorm leveled most of the town, convincing the people
that he was a powerful shaman and allowing him to baptize 400
of them.41 With the right charms, Christians believed that they
could moderate a storm. Father Antonio Sedeiio, one of the
Jesuits whom Menendez brought to Florida, told Francis Borgia
that he had calmed the sea with a relic and by trailing an Agnus Dei
through the water. 42
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But as it happened, the control of Christian magic over the
elements was imperfect, and the droughts came back. Spring rains
were below average in 1559-1571, 1588-1591, 1610-1660, 16721680, and 1684-1687. In terms of the vital com harvest, the lowest
yields occurred in 1642-1646, when the baptized Guales left their
doctrinas on the coast to go and live with their heathen relatives,
and in 1652-1659, when the tithe records for northeastern Florida
bear witness to an eight-year drought and the Spanish had to extend
their com-buying expeditions past Guale, up into the non-Christian
chiefdom of Escamac;u. 43 Provisioning St. Augustine with com was
a perpetual problem, pitting anyone with reserves of com against a
governor who had the power to requisition them. 44 Storms, floods,
and lightning did not exempt the Christians, either. In 1592 a
lightning bolt struck the powder magazine in St. Augustine and
blew up 3,785 ducats' worth of munitions-a sign to the western
Timucuas and Apalaches that Nicoguadca had unfriended the
Spaniards. 45 The tidal surge of a hurricane destroyed the city in
1599, and other storm surges damaged it two years in a row, in
1674 and 1675. 46 Hardest to explain may have been the fact that six
friars on their way to Havana without leave during the Timucuan
Rebellion of 1656 were lost in a storm, wiping out the corps of
linguists in Apalache. 47
While Indian sorcerers had no efficacious magic against the
diseases that the Spanish brought, neither had the Spaniards,
beyond their childhood immunities. Although one Jesuit lay
brother claimed that he could heal children by reading the gospel
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over them and touching them with a crucifix, 48 most missionaries
confronted with the spread of European pathogens, of which they
- were the unconscious carriers, could offer the dying little more
than the promise of heaven and the threat of hell. Epidemics of
an unidentified peste, probably accompanied by typhus, destroyed
half or more of the population of the tidewater missions between
1613 and 1617, a net loss of 8,000 neophytes. Governor Andres
Rodriguez de Villegas, my~tified, refused to accept the suggestion
that fugitivism might have played a part in the depopulation.
There are no encomiendas, obrajes, or mines, so the only
settlement here is that of the infantry garrison. The
Indians are the best treated in America because they do
not pay tribute. A few work in the soldiers' sementeras, but
they are paid for their labor. The Crown spends much
money in gifts to the caciques each year. Altogether, these
Indians are the least worked and the best treated in the
Indies, yet they die here as elsewhere. 49
In 1650, when the first diseases had lost some of their virulence, the
arsenal of pathogens was reinforced by yellow fever, which struck
persons of Spanish and African descent as well as Indians. Smallpox
arrived on the scene in 1654 and within two years had killed up
to half of the baptized Indians in the three provinces.so By 1680,
Timucua was down to ten percent of its pre-mission population.s1
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Unable to save Indian lives, some missionaries developed the
macabre conviction that death could be instrumental and that it
was their place to use it. Father Pedro Ruiz, sent to reopen the
doctrina of Santa Catalina after the Guale rebellion, found that
during the period of apostasy the wife of the chief of Guale had
died and he replaced her with her sister. The chief entreated
Father Ruiz to let his sister-in-law continue to care for his seven
children, promising that his incestuous relations with her would
cease. But once order was restored, the friars told him that he must
send the woman back to her father's house and bring the children
to the convent for them to raise. Instead, he installed her and the
children in a separate house, which he visited to take them food
and firewood. Telling the story to Visitor Ore years later, Father
Ruiz said that he gave the chief a solemn warning: "I tell you in the
name of God that if you do not amend, I will have to bury you or
this woman within thirty days." The woman died twenty days later,
and on the day of her funeral the chief stood at the door of the
church in tears, entreating the other men to be satisfied with the
women that God gave them. This judgment and others like it led
to many baptisms, Father Ore reported with satisfaction. 52
Did the fallibility of Spanish magic cause the Indians to
question the colonial compact? Probably not as much as we might
suppose, for such is the avidity with which people seek to influence
the forces that govern the natural world that they are expert at
devising rationalizations to explain why those forces should at
times appear indifferent, or even hostile. Heathen magic, labeled
superstition, was unacceptable, as Father Francisco de Pareja's
meticulous Confessionary in the Timucuan language shows. 53 But
in the end, what mattered most to Indians, as to Spaniards, was that
there be a means of magic to lend the world enchantment, and,
willing to hedge their bets, they quietly added a layer of Spanish
magic to their own. For help in battle, as on the ballfield, Apalaches
resorted to magic of both kinds. Those who went out under their
own leaders to fight the Chiscas in 1677 carried a pennant with
a crucifix on one side and Our Lady of the Rosary on the other.
Yet thirty of them were willing to attest, and four caciques entered
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into their report, that at the moment of launching their main
attack, a bluish light the height of a man arose behind them and
disappeared into their midst, momentarily lifting the veil between
the natural world and the Other. 54

IV
Which of the European rivals, Spanish or French, would make
more dependable allies and trading partners was not yet apparent
to the observing chiefs in the mid-1560s. As Captain General
of Cuba and Florida, Pedro Menendez was responsible for the
defense of the entire Caribbean. He had destroyed one French
fort and the fleet sent to reinforce it, but another French fleet was
expected. When Menendez preemptively stationed troops at seven
deep-water harbors around the peninsula and up the Atlantic
coast, in each place inviting the natives to accept Christianity, the
chief of the Tocobagas at Tampa Bay asked the Spanish which
kind of Christians they were: the ones who threatened people and
stole their corn, or the other kind, who came and murdered the
first ones? 55 The alliance with Hotina involved the Spanish in a
regional war, with ready-made enemies in the Mayacas and Potanos
of central Florida, the Saturiwas of the coast up to the mouth of
the St. Johns River, and the Tacatacurus of Cumberland Island.
The Tacatacurus murdered a Jesuit and wiped out a detachment
of soldiers in Guale. The Potanos ambushed a party of soldiers
and killed twenty of them. The Saturiwas, St. Augustine's nearest
neighbors, killed cattle and besieged forts. A Gascon corsair,
Dominique de Gourgues, stopping by Cumberland Island, helped
the Tacatacurus and Saturiwas to capture a battery on the north
side of the St.Johns and turn its guns on the one across the river. 56
The war that had been internecine turned into an anti-Spanish
coalition and spread north to Orista and Escamac;u. French
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corsairs again made Florida a regular stopover. In its harbors they
made rendezvous, careened their galleys, took on wood and water,
and traded with the Indians for deerskins. Far from claiming to
have eliminated the French from Florida, the governor and his
lieutenants insisted that corsairs were constantly among the Indians,
instigating rebellions and triggering assaults. A Frenchman could
do more with the Indians in one day, Menendez told the king,
than he could in a year, for the French let them live as they liked. 57
While the capture of Fort Caroline might have forestalled French
colonization, French trading vessels would be reported north of St.
Augustine for another forty years. 58 After 1620, Dutch ships and
fleets were frequently seen off Florida's two wild coasts, and Piet
Heyn 's capture of the silver fleet in 1628 showed the strength of the
"enemy Hollanders." 59 With French, English, and Dutch corsairs
available to bring them trade goods, the Indians could hold the
Spanish at arm's length.
What brought the Guales to terms in 1579, and again in
1582, were scorched earth campaigns designed to starve them
into submission, a tactic that Paul Hoffman calls "pacification by
terror." 60 This extreme solution had been recommended by the
adelantado himself, whose biographer, Bartolome Barrientos,
quotes him as saying,
The only way to make them keep their agreements-and
they are great liars and traitors-is to rout them out of their
villages, burn their dwellings, cut down their plantings,
seize their canoes, and destroy their fishways . Then they
realize they must do the Christians' bidding, or abandon
the land. 61
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The punishment of Guale was followed by a campaign against
Potano. In 1584, Gutierre de Miranda, a hard-bitten captain who
had once forced a soldier to kiss a dog, surrounded the councilhouse
at dawn, set it on fire, and posted a man at every exit to kill those
who tried to escape. One of the soldiers present on that "occasion"
said that he caught a blow from an Indian warclub that would have
knocked his teeth out had his mouth not been full of musketballs.
The Potano went into exile, where they would remain until 1605. 62
Having accepted missions in 1595, the Guales changed their minds
once again and killed five friars. Governor Mendez Canzo gave the
towns of rebels the scorched earth treatment for two years straight,
then ordered the town of Asao, suing for a separate peace, to make
war on the town ofTolomato. When peace finally returned, coastal
Guale was nearly annihilated. 63 Impressed by Spanish strength and
appalled by Spanish tactics, all of eastern and central Timucua was
suddenly ready to join the winning side.
Western Timucua and Apalache followed suit after Juan
Rodriguez de Cartaya made the western watershed safe for
Christianity with a gunboat built on "the river [going] to those
provinces." The captain's 1613 service record, a rare glimpse into
a little-known period, tells us that for 25 years the captain had been
present "in the war with the strangers who take themselves to those
coasts, and in the war with the natives of the land, and in the peace
and pacification of the said natives." Each governor in turn had
made use of him, he said, "sending him by land and sea among
the natives on embassies of peace and of war, assisting allied chiefs,
ransoming the Spaniards in enemy hands, bringing provisions
to the presidia, escorting the situado ships and patrolling the
coasts." Rodriguez had capped his career with "the pacification
of' the "chiefs of the coast from Carlos [Calusa] to Apalache,"
reducing them "to the obedience of Governor Juan Fernandez de
Olivera in the name of Your Majesty, in everything respecting the
religious on the frontier." 64 Even the cacique of Carlos had sent
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word that "he wanted no more war with Christians." 65 The road to
peaceful conversion on the Florida frontier had been cleared by a
fifty-year war, yet most of the caciques could truthfully assert that
they had been conquered by the gospel, not the sword. The only
good thing about the devastation that Spanish arms had visited
on Guale and Potano was that it never had to be repeated. Chiefs
whose political supremacy had been made conditional came to
St. Augustine from afar, like the Wise Men, to render obedience
to the Spanish Crown and position themselves as power brokers
before their subordinates could undercut them. 66 John Worth
posits that "the failure of a provincial cacique to pledge at least
nominal obedience" to the Crown would have been "tantamount to
political and military isolation" and have led to the out-migration
of his vassals to other chiefdoms. 67
Under the principle of cujus regfo, ejus religfo, the chief's promise
of obedience to God obligated his vassals to attend doctrina, learn
the prayers and catechism, and be subject to the law of God. 68 "We
friars who go out are well received," four Franciscans wrote to the
Crown in 1612, "and asked to stay or at least to put up a cross and
show them where we want a church built for the friar who is to
come." 69 Theoretically, a cacique could render obedience without
asking for a friar, but this seldom occurred. The presence of a
Franciscan, who as a religious specialist was the chief's subordinate,
gave him a go-between of the letter-writing kind and the town a
representative who could speak the governor's language. 70 "In
effect," reports Worth, "the establishment of missions within
aboriginal chiefdoms was completely subject to the will of Indian
leaders, without whose voluntary participation the friars could do
almost nothing." 71
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The Spanish presence in the provinces was light. There were
no settlers to speak of, even in fertile Apalache. 72 The Menendez
-Marquez family's cattle ranch of La Chua in western Timucua
did not impinge on the Indians' old fields, for as the number
of heads of cattle increased, the number of people fell. By the
time the herd reached optimality, 90 percent of the population
of the province was gone. 73 As Worth points out, the one officer
in Apalache in 1645 was a factor, allowing Governor Benito Ruiz
de Salazar y Vallecilla to move in on the Apalachicola deerskin
trade. No soldiers were stationed in Timucua until after 1656,
and none in Guale until 1661. 74 The Franciscans, whom Governor
Diego de Rebolledo accused in the 1650s of monopolizing trade
through the port of San Marcos and using the Indians' unpaid
labor, wanted no soldiers in the provinces at all. 75 The success of
Spanish arms may have been what persuaded the chiefs of Guale,
Timucua, and Apalache to fall in with the Spanish politically and
subject themselves and their vassals to "the law of God," but the
level of coercion in the provinces thereafter was low, too low for
force to explain why the Indians elected to remain in them. A
better explanation is the material advantages that they enjoyed and
came to expect.

v
In his report on the general Indian conference held at Santa
Elena in 1583, Governor Menendez Marquez observed that the
only way to attract the Indians to the preaching of the Gospel was
with gifts. 76 It was also the only peaceful way to persuade them to
render obedience. On the Chichimeca frontier, the king's gifts
were used to persuade wandering Indians to settle down and learn
to live under authority, but the Southeast already had sedentary

72

73

74
75
76

For one chief's formal complaint about the behavior of Spanish settlers in
Apalache, see Amy Turner Bushnell, "Patricio de Hinachuba: Defender of the
Word of God, the Crown of the King, and the Little Children of Ivitachuco,"
American Indian Culture and Research journal 3 Quly 1979), 1-21.
Amy Turner Bushnell, "The Menendez Marquez Cattle Barony at La Chua and
the Determinants of Economic Expansion in Seventeenth-Century Florida,"
Florida Historical Quarterly 56, no. 4 (April 1978), 407-431.
Worth, Timucuan Chiefdoms, II: 119; Bushnell, Situado and Sabana, 126-127, 131135.
Hann, Apalachee, 198-200.
Hoffman, Florida's Frontiers, 68-69.
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and stratified native societies. On the Florida frontier, the king's
gifts were used to attract, attach, and empower the lords of the
land, 77 and through them gain access to the agricultural surplus
and labor reserve of their vassals, without whose services no
Spanish colony expected to survive. 78 The chiefs' reciprocal gifts
to the king-bezoar stones, furs, painted deerskins, ambergris, and
pearls-were automatically the governor's perquisites of office, as
they were for commanding officers in New France. 79
According to Florida treasurer Joseph de Prado, the Crown
first approved expenditures for gifts to the Indians in 1593, a
year after laying the expense of the situado for Florida on the
Mexico City treasury, which also bore responsibility for subsidies
to the other presidios in the Caribbean and the Philippines. The
"gastos de indios"became official in 1615, when a cedula authorized
a discretionary fund of 1,500 ducats a year above the situado, to
enable the governor to "clothe and regale the caciques who come
to give obedience and show signs of eagerness to be converted." 80
In 1627, the treasury officials accused Governor Luis de Rojas y
Borja of spending as much as 3,400 ducats a year regaling the lords
of the land, who stalked into town as if they were collecting tribute,
"and that is what they call it." 81 As missionization proceeded and
more caciques became eligible for these regaws, the Indian fund
continued its rise, to a peak of 6,744 ducats in 1650. 82
The chiefs relied on the situado to keep them adequately
supplied with four kinds of European goods: clothing appropriate
to their status, edged weapons and iron tools, trade goods, and
firearms. Clothing, distributed to the chiefs annually when they
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78
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Juan Mendoza, Matheo Chuba, Bernardo de Cupayca, and Bentura de San
Luis, Relation of the expedition against the Chiscas, by four caciques of
Apalache, San Luis, 8-30-1678, in Governor Pablo de Hita Salazar, Letter to the
Crown, 11-10-1678, SD 226.
Bushnell, "Gastos de indios," 143.
Cornelius]. Jaenen, "The Role of Presents in French-Amerindian Trade," in
Explorations in Canadian Economic History: Essays in Honour of Irene M. Spry, ed.,
Duncan Cameron (Ottawa: University of Ottawa Press, 1985), 231-250, citing
246-249.
Joseph de Prado, Letter to the Crown, 12-30-1654, St. Augustine, SD 229/ 115;
Bushnell, Situado and Sabana, 43.
Francisco Menendez Marquez !,Juan de Cueva, and Francisco Ramfrez, Letter
to the Crown, 1-30-1627, SD 229/ 87. Mexico City treasury records show that
the fund was overdrawn before Rojas y Borja arrived. See Bushnell, Situado and
Sabana, 108-110.
Hoffman, Florida's Frontiers, 118-119; Bushnell, Situado and Sabana, 108-110.
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came to kiss the governor's hand and renew their allegiance, was a
mark of status, proof that the Spanish recognized the cacique as an
_hidalgo, equal in rank to the governor and royal officials themselves.
This was no small expense. A 1607 ship manifest shows the prices in
St. Augustine for ready-made articles imported from Spain-linen
shirts with collar and cuffs of Holland lace, doublets of heavy linen,
hose of worsted yarn-and the cloth to make breeches and other
garments. The cheapest suit of clothes would have run as high
as twenty ducats, and a felt hat was nine ducats, when a soldier's
pay was only 115 ducats a year, most of which went for rations. An
hidalgo's cloak, breeches, and doublet cost many times as much.
His boots were of expensive cordovan; his hose were silk; his shirt
had the finest lace cuffs and collar. The oversleeves alone could
cost twenty-four ducats. 83
Supplying the chiefs with European clothing narrowed the
distance between the rulers of the republic of Indians and the
republic of Spaniards, while it widened the distance between lords
and vassals, for dressing like Spaniards set the native elite apart from
commoners dressed in deerskins. The cacica of Escamac;u, raised
in the governor's house, identified so strongly with Spaniards that
when Sir Francis Drake's forces occupied St. Augustine in 1586, she
reportedly donned Indian clothing as a disguise. 84 A traveler who
visited Cumberland Island in 1595 said of one pair,
He and the chieftainness were Christians and spoke the
Castilian language very well. He had a very good carriage
and countenance, of great strength. He was named don
Juan and dressed well in the Spanish manner. And when
the chieftainness went out she wore a cloak ( manto) like a
Spanish lady. 85
Unlike more durable Spanish goods, clothing is largely invisible
in the archaeological context, but the documentary record reveals
that, as an indicator of social rank, it was of higher importance. 86

83
84

85
86

Bushnell, The King's Coffer25-27; Bushnell, Situado and Sabana, 44-45, 56.
Bushnell, Situado and Sabana, 106. Governor Ybarra once claimed to be
raising a native speaker for each of "the five languages" in his household.
See Governor Pedro de Ybarra, Letter to the Crown, St. Augustine, 1-4-1606
[summary], SD 224.
John H. Hann, ed. and trans., An Early Florida Adventure Story by Fray Andres de
San Miguel (Gainesville: University Press of Florida, 2001), 70.
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Chiefs might stay in St. Augustine as guests of the governor for
days, waiting for their clothing and footwear to be made and
fitted. One example, among many, was the embassy consisting of a
chief and nineteen leading men and mandadores that arrived from
Timucua on July 20, 1597, and departed ten days later with suits
lined in red calico, red hats, and double-soled cordovan shoes. 87
The king's commitment to clothe the chiefs in keeping with their
status paralleled his commitment to give annual alms of "habit and
sandals" to the Franciscans, enabling them to dress decently in the
garb of their vocations. 88
With European wars draining the treasury, these obligations
could not be met consistently. In 1628 the Dutch corsair Piet Heyn
captured Florida's situado along with the silver fleet in Matanzas,
Cuba; ten years later the king himself sequestered the situado for
more urgent needs. 89 The gastos de indios fell into arrears, funds
for it being released only four times between 1635 and 1644, and
then only at the approved, original level. 90 The caciques' clothing
allowance was shorted, with predictable results.
In Fray Alonso Gregorio de Escobedo's long poem, "La
Florida," when some of the baptized chiefs of Guale were asked
to give a reason for their 1597 apostasy, they responded candidly
(and perhaps apocryphally) that they had become Christians for
the sake of the "vestido," and when the clothing wore out, they lost
interest in the rites ("pusimos vuestros ritos en olvido"). 91 In 1647, the
royal officials wrote,
For some years now they have been behaving suspiciously,
which we blame on the poor collection of the situados and
the shortages in what Your Majesty customarily gives them
annually. Two years ago many of those in Guale abandoned
their towns ... to retire among infidels .... This, Sire,
demands a remedy, for this presidia cannot conserve itself
without the services of these natives. 92
87
88
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90
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Hann , History of the Timucua, 142-143.
Bushnell, Situado and Sabana, 55-56.
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When, in 1656, Governor Diego de Rebolledo called up the Guale
militia for what turned out to be a false alarm, the Guales waited
around for a month, then decided to go home. Rebolledo was
outraged to discover that the Indians were not under his command,
and their chiefs were soon complaining to the Crown:
The governor and soldiers, abusing us verbally, took away
all the bows and arrows and arquebuses we carried, and
told us that never in his term would he give us one thread
of the clothing that Your Majesty orders us given as alms ....
We are ashamed to see ourselves, Christians, in church,
assisting with the divine offices as naked as barbarians ....
Please tell him to pay us and to continue the alms of
clothing we are supposed to get every year. 93
The Council warned Rebolledo's successor to treat the Indians well
and to pay them what they were owed, including the clothing to
which they were entitled. 94
Picturing themselves as "naked as barbarians" was a rhetorical
ploy. The only Florida Indians who approached the level of
barbarians, as defined by Spaniards, were the Indians of the wild
east coast. Nakedness was a trope for the savagery into which
Europeans as well as hispanized chiefs could descend if an accident
deprived them of their European clothing, as integral to their image
of themselves as a hermit crab's borrowed shell. Castaways who
had fallen into Indian hands and gone "naked" would solemnly
aver that in their state of savagery, they had been "idle and slovenly
and full of vices."95 Clothing anxiety seems to have diminished in
the second half of the seventeenth century, at least less was said
about what caciques wore. This could be because their increasing
participation in the provisioning and deerskin trades was enabling
them to purchase the items that they and their families desired.
The high-status personal adornments that archaeologists have
uncovered in the elite sections of Guale and Apalache camposantos
testify to the chiefs' wealth, as well as to the fact that they resisted
the Franciscan norm of simple shroud burial. 96
93
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95
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Five caciques ofGuale, Letter to the Crown, 10-16-1657, in Informeon Governor
Rebolledo by the Franciscans of Guale, 10-8-1657, SD 235.
Fiscal of the Council of the Indies, notes dated 2-6-1660 and 5-24-1660 on
Letter to the Crown from caciques ofGuale, 10-16-1657.
Murphree, 43, 64.
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Another important category in the caciques' gifts, paid for by
the gastos de indios, consisted of edged weapons and iron tools.
Swords and daggers could supposedly be brought to Florida only
by license of the Crown and in the baggage of an hidalgo, but
chiefs were also entitled to carry them and sometimes received
them as gifts. 97 No less valuable and more utilitarian were the
Europeans' axes and knives, which made it possible to fell a tree
or carve a canoe in one eighth of the former time. 98 The chief's
ability to acquire, maintain, and eventually replace the Europeans'
iron hoes, adzes, awls, augers, saws, hammers, hatchets, and nails
added to his authority, and the superiority of these tools to the
more traditional tools of shell, stone, or fire-hardened wood meant
that his town could increase its agricultural output, producing a
surplus that might function as either a reserve against famine or
a salable commodity, should a market for it develop. One soon
did. As early as 1592, in a single sale, the chief of Cazacolo sold the
presidio 263 arrobas of corn (more than three tons), for six axes,
three hoes, fifty varas of cloth, and fifty silver ducats. 99
In Florida, trade goods of low value and ready convertibility,
called rescates, served as currency, being used to pay laborers and to
facilitate a trade based upon barter. Normally, a man's contribution
to farming was limited to breaking the sod and turning the soil of
his wife's fields before she planted them, but a labor draft of 300
young men from the provinces prepared the soil, planted, hoed,
and harvested St. Augustine 's crop of corn-by Worth 's calculations
a million pounds year in the mid-seventeenth century, eight times
the amount of surplus corn being sent to the presidio from the
provinces. 100 These repartimiento laborers were paid in rescates
intended for cross-cultural trade, which is easiest to demonstrate
in Apalache.
In 1675, an Apalache whom the Spanish sent into Apalachicola
to spy on the English was outfitted to pass as a deerskin trader with a
supply of beads, hatchets, and hawksbells. 101 In 1677, when pirates

97
98

Bushnell, The King's Coffer, 27-28, 35.
Warren Dean, With Broadax and Firebrand: The Destruction of the Brazilian Atlantic
Forest (Berkeley: University of California Press, 1995) , 47.
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100 Worth, "Ethnohistorical Context," 10-11.
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Published by STARS, 2013

87

Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 92 [2013], No. 3, Art. 1

548

FLORIDA HISTORICAL QUARTERLY

seized a frigate lying at anchor in the St. Marks River, it was loaded
with ranch products from Timucua and deerskins from Apalache.
Jn a nearby warehouse the pirates found more deerskins, along
with the kind of rescates used to buy them, mostly beads and iron
tools. 102 The next year, Governor Pablo de Hita Salazar sent off for
a thousand pesos' worth of European manufactures oflow unitary
value (hawksbells in two sizes, knives with black or white hafts, and
scissors) in order to pay Indian laborers to fortify the port. The
Indians who worked in shifts to construct the fort of San Marcos de
Apalache drew a ration of two and a half pounds of corn a day and
wages of one real, which was also paid in trade goods. 103 A second
source of rescates was the provisioning trade. By 1656, Spanish
frigates out of Havana were coming to Apalache to barter with the
natives for hens, paying for them with beads and knives, which the
Indians' other trading partners wanted. 104
The handicap under which floridanos and hispanized Indians
alike labored was the colony's chronic shortage of firearms.
When in 1656 the news came to Florida that English troops had
landed in Jamaica and Governor Rebolledo called up the militias
of Timucua and Apalache, he asked for 500 of the valorous men
who did not work in the fields, with their bows and arrows and
firearms and food for the road and a month's stay in the city. His
parallel message to Guale did not mention numbers, but asked
that all the Indians who knew how to use a firearm should come,
bringing all of Guale's firearms and corn. When the month was up
and the Guales decided to go home, the governor kept their corn
and confiscated their firearms, remarking to Alonso de Arguelles
that it was not 'just" for Indians to have them. Promising to pay

102 Testimonies of Juan de la Rosa, Antonio de Herrera, and Juan Fernandez de
Florencia, San Luis, 12-24-1677, fols. 584-586 in the Domingo de Leturiondo
Visita of Apalache and Timucua, 1677-1678, Escribanfa de Camara 156.
103 Governor Pablo de Hita Salazar, Order for the Trade Goods, 4-26-1678, SD
839/ 50; Ex-Governor Pablo de Hita Salazar, 5-15-1683, and Francisco de la
Rocha, 5-20-1683, testimonies in Auto on the Trade Goods, 6-3-1683, SD
229/ 159. For a history of this fort and of the 1683 pirate attack on it, see
Amy Turner Bushnell, "How to Fight a Pirate: Provincials, Royalists, and the
Raiding of San Marcos de Apalache," in, Pirates, jack Tar, and Memory: New
Directions in American Maritime History, ed. Paul A. Gilje and William Pencak
(Mystic, CT: Mystic Seaport, 2007), 11-25.
104 Brent Richards Weisman, Excavations on the Franciscan Frontier: Archaeology at the
Fig Springs Mission (Gainesville: University Press of Florida, 1992), 163-164.
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for the corn and guns when money came from the king, he used
the Guales' harquebuses to arm the Apalaches and some of the
Spaniards. 105
Against the friars' advice, Rebolledo insisted that the chiefs
and principa!,es report to the presidia carrying seventy-five pounds
of corn on their backs, like commoners. After checking to make
sure that they had understood him correctly, the Timucuas rose
in rebellion, declaring that they had been conquered by the
Word of God alone and were no slaves. 106 What John Hann found
remarkable about this revolt was the "relative absence of nativism."
In other mission-era revolts, friars and church structures were the
rebels' primary targets, but the chief ofMachava, a ringleader of this
uprising, told a friar who went to see him that "he was not throwing
off his allegiance to the king or abandoning the law of God." 107
Robert Galgano, similarly, detects no strain of millennialism in the
Timucuan Rebellion, in contrast to the Pueblo Revolt of 1680. In
Florida, "after fifty years of contact," he writes, "Indian leaders did
not wish to expel the Spaniards entirely, but rose to reestablish
the terms of colonial cooperation that secular Spaniards had
neglected." 108 Their revolt was an effort to get the Spanish to live
up to the colonial compact.
A condition of that compact was that the Spanish remain the
strongest power in the region, strong enough to protect their Indian
allies. Starting in the 1660s, isolated towns in the mission provinces,
as in other parts of the Southeast, began to feel the pressure of
English-sponsored slave raiders armed with flintlock muskets. One
effect upon Florida of this "land-based aggression," according
to Worth, was the "contraction of ... satellite communities and
farmsteads into more compact and defensible mission villages."
Another consequence was the number of refugees pressing across
the border. The "largest group of such refugees was the Yamasee

105 Hann, History of the Timucua, 204-205, 213-214.
106 Fray Juan Gomez de Engraba, Letter to Fray Francisco Martinez, Havana to
Seville, 4-4-1657, SD 225.
107 Hann, History of the Timucua, 221.
108 Robert C. Galgano, Feast of Souls: Indians and Spaniards in the Seventeenth
Century Missions of Florida and New Mexico (Albuquerque: University of New
Mexico Press, 2005) , 7-8. For a broad overview of the 17th-century Spanish
Borderlands, see David J. Weber, The Spanish Frontier in North America (New
Haven: Yale University Press, 1992).
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confederacy, which coalesced along the northern mission frontier
in the 1660s" and by the 1670s had "relocated en masse into the
µiission system. " 109
Spanish authorities occasionally tried to stem the flow of
firearms into the hands of Indians, but they never succeeded in
closing it off. By the mid-l 670s, Spanish firearms were reaching
the western provinces through the pigs-and-chickens provisioning
trade with Havana, and the east coast by means of the ships that
visited St. Augustine. Moreover, somehow, the Cherokees living
on the Upper Tennessee River in 1673 came into possession of
sixty Spanish flintlocks .110 In 1689, Governor Diego de Quiroga y
Losada ordered Enrique Primo de Rivera into Apalachicola to build
a trading post near the town of Coweta. But Spain could not outfit
every deerhunter who wanted a firearm. Only two years later, the
Apalachicolas left the Spanish sphere of influence to move closer
to the traders of Charles Town, entering Anglo history as the Lower
Creeks. Spain's own allies never received the quantity of guns and
ammunition that they needed. In the 1681 census, the Timucuan
towns listed only 20 guns among them . This may have been an
undercount, for when in 1685, after a wholesale Yamasee defection
to Carolina, the Crown asked Governor Marques Cabrera to collect
the natives' firearms, he responded that in Florida, keeping guns
out of the hands oflndians was impolitic and impossible. rn Parish
priest Alonso de Leturiondo agreed, writing in his 1700 Memorial,
The Indians of those provinces, and principally the
Apalache, have been and are the most valiant of all those
lands. Their arms are the bow and arrow, which they
handle with great skill, and, today, they use firearms as do
the Spaniards, and, in Apalache, they maintain their arms
as well as do the best trained officers. 112
The shortage of firearms was a problem of supply, not policy, but
for the provinces, that was problem enough. Between 1702 and
1706, Creeks armed with English firearms laid them waste in the
109 Worth, "Ethnohistorical Context," 19.
110 Hann, Apalachee, 148; Bushnell, The King's Coffer, 9.
111 Bushnell, The King's Coffer, 28-29, 34, 51 , 94; Worth, Timucuan Chiefdoms, II:
139.
112 John H. Hann, trans. and ed. , "Translation of Alonso de Leturiondo 's Memorial
to the King of Spain, [1700] ,"Florida Archaeology 2 (1986) , 165-225. Quotation
is from p. 199.
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Southeastern version of the proxy war, and like other soCiet.J.es
within what anthropologist Robbie Ethridge calls "the shatter
zone," the mission Indians scattered into slavery or exile. 113
In 1 706, Governor Jean Baptiste Le Moyne de Bienville
reported from Mobile that the commander of Pensacola had tried
to attract some of the Apalache refugees back to Spanish territory,
with "considerable presents to the chiefs," but "those leaders had
refused them, saying that the French assisted their allies better than
did the Spaniards and furnished them with arms." 11 4 Antonio de
Arredondo, a military engineer stationed in St. Augustine during
the War of Jenkins' Ear (1739-1748), presented a plan to reclaim
Florida's lost provinces with Spanish settlers. Once Apalache was
repopulated, he promised,
the nations of Yuchis and Talapuses, our worst enemies,
who trade with the English incessantly, will come over to
us, for they have always declared that if Spain should take
a different form than it now has, with a good heart they
would leave the English .... But these bring them all they
need for their clothing and their vices. 115
VI

The chiefdoms that acknowledged the Spanish as paramount
in the first half of the seventeenth century did so with conditions.
Their compact with Church and Crown was based upon a mutually
beneficial exchange: the Spaniards would add to the natives' store
of magic, stay regionally powerful, and keep them in trade goods.
They in tum would submit to indoctrination, fight alongside the
Spaniards, trade with them, and share with them their harvests and
their labor. When the Spanish neglected to maintain the flow of
gifts that supported the chiefs' status or the legitimate flow of trade
goods to pay for the Indians' labor and enable their trade, they
weakened the colonial compact, but when they resisted the firearms
revolution and, in a time of war, were unable to equip themselves

113 Ethridge and Shuck-Hall; Alan Gallay, ed ., Indian Slavery in Colonial America
(Lincoln: University of Nebraska, 2009).
114 Hann, Apalachee, 307.
115 Antonio de Arredondo, Plan for Three Settlements, St. Augustine, 5-28-1738,
SD 2603.
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or their allies with sufficient firepower and ammumt:J.on, their
alliances with the chiefdoms dissolved as a matter of course. In the
words of Paul Hoffman, "the Spanish failed to uphold an important
implied bargain." The Indians would accept Spanish paramountcy,
and the Spanish would defend them against their enemies. "A
paramount's success in war was part of the accommodation that
made the 'subjects' willing to accept the tribute, labor services, and
religion that went with the relationship." The problem was that
Spanish protection failed. 116
Florida's mid-seventeenth-century Indian rebellion was not
a rejection of the colonial compact, but an effort to compel the
king to honor its terms. Given the fiscal crises of the Spanish
Empire, over-extending itself on three continents, the king could
not. During Queen Anne's War, Creeks and Englishmen invaded
Apalache, Timucua, and what was left of Guale, systematically
making the mission towns uninhabitable and capturing the ablebodied to sell as slaves. 117 Understanding at last that waiting for
the king to come to their rescue was futile, the survivors reviewed
their options and voted with their feet, refusing to remain in the
ecumene as subjects, or in the sphere of influence as traders and
auxiliaries. Did they at the same time forsake their Christianity?
Little is known about what became of most of them, but the
500 Apalaches who ended up in French Mobile reportedly dressed
in the European fashion, sang the Psalms in Latin, and threatened
to return to Spanish Pensacola unless they were provided with
a priest. During a yellow fever epidemic, one of the three cures
in Mobile, all sick, wrote to a friend, ''You cannot believe the
trouble the Apalachee are causing us. They are constantly
asking for sacraments." 118 If we accept the Apalache refugees as
representative, w~ must conclude that the dispersal of the Indians
from the mission provinces was not an apostasy, but a diaspora.
The romantics among us who think that all Indians should stay
as God made them are free to doubt the validity of the Apalaches'
conversion to Christianity, but there is little doubt that in the
Southeast their faith outlasted the colonial compact to reverberate

116 Hoffman, Florida '.s Frontiers, 1 79.
117 John E. Worth, "Razing Florida: The Indian Slave Trade and the Devastation
of Spanish Florida, 1659-1715," in Mapping the Mississippian Shatter 'Zone, ed.
Ethridge and Shuck-Hall, 295-311.
118 Hann, Apalachee, 305-310.
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beyond the borders of the lost provinces, if only in the form of
magic. In 1748 Governor Manuel de Montiano hosted a band
of trade-seeking Yuchis in St. Augustine, standing godfather to a
sixteen-year-old girl and giving her a funeral so fine that he thought
they all would want to die Christians. He added this postscript
to his report: "Another Indian whose wife bore a baby girl a few
days out of the city brought the baby back for baptism and said
that his children always died untimely and that if this one died
without baptism he would be inconsolable." 11 9 In this poignant
little story, we can either see a desperate father, hoping that holy
water can accomplish what charms cannot, or an opportunist who
has brought his pregnant wife on a difficult journey for the sake
of the baptismal gifts. How we read Montiano's postscript tells us
something about ourselves.

119 Manuel de Montiano, Letter to the Crown, St. Augustine, 3-15-1748, SD
2541 / 81.

Published by STARS, 2013

93

Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 92 [2013], No. 3, Art. 1

St. Augustine in the Seventeenth-Century:

Capital of La Florida
by Susan Richbourg Parker
n 1600 St. Augustine was the only European settlement in
today's United States and the capital of Spain's territory known
as La Florida. 1 The city was thirty-five years old as the sixteenth
century blended into the seventeenth. Threats to St. Augustine's
survival began and ended the seventeenth century. The Spanish
crown's 1602 investigation about whether to retain St. Augustine
began the century. A hundred years later the 1702 siege and
burning by invaders from English Carolina ended the century. In
between those events, St. Augustine endured decades of epidemics
and the rise of piracy. The last third of the century saw an influx of
money to build a strong fortress and more soldiers to protect the
city and the La Florida colony as English settlements moved ever
closer and into Spanish-claimed lands.
Even at the young age of thirty-five, St. Augustine had endured
longer than many European settlements in North America. But

I

Susan Richbourg Parker is the Executive Director of the St. Augustine Historical
Society. She received her Ph.D. in Colonial U.S. History from the University of
Florida. She has published extensively on St. Augustine and on the Spanish period
of Florida history.
Juan de OD.ate established a "Spanish base amidst the Pueblos" of New Mexico
1
in 1598, rather than setting up a European-style town. David]. Weber, The
Spanish Frontier in North America (New Haven: Yale University Press, 1992), 7982, quote on 80. Kathleen Deagan provides a succinct history (with important
sources) for St. Augustine's earliest years in "The Historical Archaeology of
Sixteenth-Century La Florida" Florida Historical Quarterly 91, no. 3 (2013): 359362.
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neither the French nor the English had been able to set up an
enduring foothold in today's United States either. Eighty years
of Native American resistance, ill-informed planning and supply
problems, bad weather, lack of knowledge about North America,
and back-stabbing among competitive adventurers of all nations
had stymied the development of European-style towns. 2
St. Augustine had not escaped threats to its existence. In the
year 1600, it is doubtful that the 35-year-old city could claim any
buildings that were builtduringitsfoundingyear. Raw, replacement
buildings served as a tangible testament to the city's vicissitudes and
losses. After St. Augustine's first nine months, the colonists moved
the city across the Matanzas River estuary to the barrier island
today called Anastasia Island. Six or seven years later, 1572 or 1573,
the town relocated back to the mainland and began to resemble
a Spanish city. In 1586 English adventurer Francis Drake attacked
and much of St. Augustine was destroyed during the raid. Pedro
Menendez Marquez reported that "the Indians began to burn the
town" and soon after Drake attacked the fort, they looted it. 3 How
ironic that the assault which devastated the town bequeathed us the
first drawing of any city in the United States-a map showing what
the raid would demolish. 4 Fray (Brother) Andres de San Miguel
described the rebuilt city in 1595: "All the walls of the houses are
wood and the roofs are palm, the principal ones boarded .... The
Spanish make the walls of their houses with cypress wood because

2

3

4

Within two weeks of establishing St. Augustine on September 8, 1565, troops
from the new Spanish settlement routed the French living at Fort Caroline
Gacksonville). The French retaliated three years later by destroying the
subsequent Spanish fort at the same site. Spanish officials themselves twice
(in 1576 and 1587) ended their own settlement of Santa Elena at Port Royal
Sound (South Carolina). Santa Elena's residents relocated to St Augustine
or to other Spanish venues. The 1584 English settlement at Roanoke Island
(North Carolina) did not survive. The Roanoke colonists were abandoned and
they disappeared. See 500 Years of Florida History-The Sixteenth Century, Florida
Historical Quarterly, 91 , no. 3 (2013).
See Jonathan DeCoster, "Entangled Borderlands: Europeans and Timucuans
in Sixteenth-Century Florida," Florida H istorical Quarterly 91, no. 3 (Winter
2013):398; Paul E. Hoffman, Florida's Frontiers (Bloomington: Indiana
University Press, 2002), 72.
"The view of St. Augustine is the earliest engraving of any locality in
the United States." Library of Congress, http: / / www.loc.gov/ teachers/
classroommaterials/ lessons/ drake/ pdf/ map. pdf (accessed September 11,
2013).
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the part of it in the ground does not rot." He commented that the
city was "half a league wide," but said nothing of streets and plazas. 5
Upon arrival in 1597, La Florida's new governor, Gonzalo
Mendez (de) Canzo would have found the city of San Miguel's
memory. Mendez Canzo described the pitiful state of St. Augustine
as a background to boast of the improvements that he immediately
instituted. 6 Mendez Canzo focused on his accomplishment of
imposing Spain's city- planning ordinances on the Florida capital.
The governor assured that the streets adhered to royal criteria,
established the market place in the town's main square (plaza)
and mandated the use of standard weights and measures for
transactions-perhaps the first consumer protection policy in what
is today the United States. Using his own money, Mendez Canzo
relocated his executive residence to a higher and drier site adjacent
to the city's plaza. He complained that the previous location of the
governor's house near the waterfront was unhealthy and subject
to erosion, probably referring to the casa de gobernador shown in
the circa 1593 drawing by Hernando de Mestas. Mendez Canzo
purchased the property from Maria de Pomar (a relative of Pedro
Menendez) for 600 ducats. The site included a house, kitchen and
a field, all fenced with cedar palings. Also included were sites that
would be sold for soldier's houses and others that were rented out.
The governor reported that he made improvements, probably to
have the location of the governor's office comply with Spanish
ordinances that major buildings face the main square (plaza).
5

6

John H. Hann, trans., An Early Florida Adventure Story by Fray Andres de San
Miguel (Gainesville: University Press of Florida, 2001), 76-77. San Miguel was a
Carmelite lay brother.
Mendez Canzo was designated governor of Florida to reward him for success
against Francis Drake at Sanjuan (Puerto Rico). In the summer of 1595, Mendez
Canzo sank the Francis, a vessel of Drake's fleet, and captured 26 sailors as well
as documents that outlined Drake's plan to attack Sanjuan. In November 1595,
Mendez Canzo served as commander of the artillery units of forts in San Juan
that drove off Drake's fleet, which was coming to raid two crippled, silver-laden
Spanish ships in the harbor. See Charles W. Arnade, Florida on Tria~ 1593-1602
(Coral Gables, FL: University of Miami Press, 1959), 5-7.
Mendez Canzo was the first "outsider" governor to serve in Florida for
any significant period of time. The governorship had been monopolized by
the Menendez family or members of the Asturian founding clique who had
arrived in Florida in 1565. Pedro Menendez Marquez, nephew of Pedro
Menendez, had refused another appointment as governor, then accepted it
but was delayed. Domingo Martinez Avendano was appointed to the post in
1594, but he died of a heart attack after only a short term and probably not
enough time elapsed for him to rile the local factions.
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When Mendez Canzo departed Florida, he offered the house to
the crown for 1,500 ducats, a bankruptcy price in the governor's
opinion. The Crown paid him 1,000 ducats. Florida now had an
official, crown-owned capitol and executive mansion. Prior to the
crown's purchase governors had lived in private homes. Florida's
colonial seat of government would occupy this location for more
than two centuries and it remains a government site today-the
oldest government site in the United States. 7
The town described by Mendez Canzo was soon altered. In the
spring of 1599 widespread fire burned the Franciscan mc.nastery
( convento) and the south end of the town. On September 22, 1599,
only a few months later, a strong hurricane assailed the structures
built to replace those destroyed during Drake's raid. Alonso (de)
las Alas described how the seas rose, destroyed the island that
sheltered the port, destroyed many houses and caused part of the
wooden fort to collapse. Alas recalled that the sea water was waist
deep in many places and at his house it reached almost to his face.
The water had reached inland to the San Sebastian mission village,
where many natives were drowned. Alas was probably describing
what today we know to be a storm surge. 8
Financing La Florida
Spanish St. Augustine also experienced all of the problems,
of human or other origins, that beset the other (failed) early
European settlements in North America, but financial support
by the Spanish crown for the La Florida colony and its capital of
St. Augustine enabled the town to endure. With its dependence
on royal funds as a military post (presidio) and its role to protect
Spain's interest, St. Augustine's existence was tied to events in
Europe and the rest of the Americas-perhaps more closely than
other areas of the Spanish empire that were self-supporting. Six
years after the 1565 founding of St. Augustine, the Spanish crown
realized that its mainland colony of La Florida could not yet be
self-sustaining and established a subsidy (situado) to provide the
funds to maintain the colony, its settlements and settlers. Spain

7

8

Papers Relating to sale of Governor's St. Augustine House, which Gonzalo
Mendez Canzo brought from Maria de Pomar, Archivo General de Indias
(AGI) Santo Domingo 82, Year of 1603-1604.
Arnade, Florida on Trial, 16.

Published by STARS, 2013

97

Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 92 [2013], No. 3, Art. 1

558

FLORIDA HISTORICAL QUARTERLY

rr(,t

r•

f'r

r

1/

!(1 I

__u I__!_!_}4~
!.

•

rt

;;

rr ( I
Ir (
t I
~

/
t

The building to the right of the dock is the governor's (general's) house and
most likely portrays the one disdained by Governor Mendez Canzo. To the left of
the dock stands the soldiers' house with the church behind. Portion of map by
Hernando de Mestas c. 1593, redrawn by Albert Manucy. (St. Augustine Historical
Society, Manucy collection.)

could not afford to leave the Florida peninsula unmanned and
unoccupied (by Spaniards), open to possession by a rival nation or
pirates. The Florida peninsula was strategically located along the
route used by the Spanish fleets that carried the produce of the
Indies to Spain. Historian Engel Sluiter notes that in the 1630s as
Spain was on the defensive in every part of the globe, "the strategic
importance of Florida to Spain ... was greater than ever." 9 With
the "situado solution" the crown assumed financial responsibility

9

Engel Sluiter, The Florida Situado: Quantifying the First Eighty Years, 1571-1651
(Gainesville: University of Florida Libraries, 1985), quotation on 8.
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for the military and for the needs of the Roman Catholic Church
and its Native American converts. The situado provided funds for
soldiers and support personnel, such as harbor pilots, weapons and
munitions, as well as gifts for Native American leaders ( caciques).
The situado also paid to maintain St. Augustine's parish church
and its priest(s) and supported Franciscan missionary friars and
missions. The crown had assigned to the treasury of Mexico City
the responsibility for paying the La Florida situado. A Florida
official, the situador, travelled to Mexico to collect the situado
funds and there purchased supplies for La Florida, thus benefitting
Mexican producers. In Mexico situado funds purchased flour, olive
oil, vinegar, hardtack, gifts for caciques, sacramental furnishings,
weapons and munitions, luxurious banners and silver chalices. 10
Amy Turner Bushnell explains that "the situado was not a single
fund, but the sum of several" and notes that the disbursement of
the funds was "not as constant as the obligation itself." For Florida
it was the irregularity of the delivery of the situado as much as,
and perhaps more than, the size of the payments of the situado
that buffeted the lives of the residents. 11 Numerals in accounting
records paint a different picture than the words of Florida officials.
Sluiter's table of situado payments over the eighty-year period from
1571to1651 reveals that payments were made and for the most part
within a reasonable time. He asserts that scholars have relied on
"non-enumerative sources,'' full of complaints about insufficient
funds and neglect to construct the pitiful portrait of La Florida
and St. Augustine. (However, Sluiter points out that in the years
between 1636 and 1648, problems in Mexico's economy resulted in
delays for St. Augustine's situado.) 12 Officials who needed to make a
10

11

12

Bushnell describes the work and negotiations of the situador in King's Coffer,
70-74. For an example of sacramental items, see Salvador de Cigarroa, List
of Items Secured in Mexico, 1669 January 24, included in correspondence of
Marques de Mancera, 1669 April 20, AGI SC 58-2-2/ 14.
Bushnell, Situado and Sabana: Spain's Support System for the Presidio and Mission
Provinces of Florida (New York: American Museum of Natural History, 1994)
43-48, quotes on 44 and 45. Amy Turner Bushnell introduced the apt phrase
"situado solution. "
Sluiter, 2, 8-9. Ligia Bermudez concluded that for the second Spanish period
(1784-1821) governors likewise complained about the irregular arrival of
monies, but the accounting records reveal that the funds usually did arrive
and were usually on time; the problem in the later period lay with the manner
of distributing the funds in an annual lump sum. See Ligia Bermudez, "The
Situado: A Study in the Dynamics of East Florida's Economy During the
Second Spanish Period, 1785-1820" (MA thesis, University of Florida, 1989).
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case in their reports to justify continued funding often emphasized
the dire financial situation and thus the endless threat to life itself.
- Charles Arnade, John Jay TePaske (for the eighteenth century)
and others incorporated the story of the constantly tattered and
starving population of St. Augustine, reduced to living on cats and
dogs, roots and berries. Scholars and the public came to accept
this description of privation. Until Sluiter's work is replicated for
the years after 1651, we still have only the narrative, and at times,
melodramatic reports to describe the financial situation of St.
Augustine. 13 Disbursement in Mexico did not always mean delivery
to St. Augustine. Storms and pirates might appear during the
voyage, taking money and supplies. It probably did not matter to
the ordinary soldier and his family in St. Augustine what caused the
shortages and their personal distress. Ships captured or ships sunk
by bad weather resulted in the same problems for St. Augustine.
But was the expense of the situado worth the benefit to the
crown? On August 30, 1602, Fernando Valdes arrived in St.
Augustine to conduct an inquiry, today we might call it a feasibility
study, about whether maintaining St. Augustine and the Florida
colony justified the crown's expenditures. Witnesses began making
their statements the day after Valdes's arrival and ended on
September 17. In Florida on Trial, Arnade provides us the highlights
of the testimony about the Indians and descriptions and assessments
of the land and the coast. Some witnesses had been in Florida since
the founding of St. Augustine and the inquiry offers a freeze-frame
oflife in early Spanish Florida. Five years after the inquiry, Spain's
King Philip III made a decision about St. Augustine and signed
the February 13, 1607 order to dismantle the settlement's fort and
to relocate the Christianized Indians to the island of Hispaniola.
The order arrived in St. Augustine in October, but was disregarded
because in the interim English colonists had established themselves
in Virginia and changed the dynamics in the southeast. Now St.
Augustine could not be abandoned. The English presence in the
Chesapeake caused the Spanish crown in the summer of 1608 to
withdraw its directive to abandon St. Augustine. The establishment
of Virginia ensured Spain's continued financial and material
support for La Florida.
13

Arnade, Florida on Trial and The Siege of St. Augustine in 1702 (Gainesville:
University Presses of Florida, 1959); John Jay TePaske, The Governorship of
Spanish Florida, 1700-1763 (Durham, NC: Duke University Press, 1964).
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Successful miss10nization in La Florida and petitions from
Franciscan friars also influenced the king. With converts now
counted in the thousands, the Spanish crown could not abandon
the new Christians and the obligation to provide priests and the
necessities for Catholic worship and a Christian life. 14 The St.
Augustine question decided, the Franciscans increased their efforts
to establish missions to the north and especially to the west of St.
Augustine-and with success. For the next seventy years much of
the Europeans' energies in Florida would focus on the hinterland
and to converting the natives to Christianity, inculcating them with
European values and incorporating them into La Florida's Spanish
society. Indians in missions grew corn to help sustain the presidia,
provided labor for defense works, worked as personal servants, and
at times served as defenders of the Spanish presence outside of St.
Augustine.
"The inhabitants were of all colours, whites, negroes, mulattoes,
Indians, &c" 15

In 1600 St. Augustine's population was composed of
descendants of its Spanish founders (creoles) and some other
Europeans as well as blacks who had come from Spain, Mexico
or Cuba. Most of this latter group were crown slaves, some were
privately owned, but some were free. Shipwrecked passengers from
several countries added to the polyglot mix on the capital's streets. 16
Native Americans also were represented in the urban population.
They came into town from the missions close to St. Augustine and
some of the women married Spanish men, creating a new mestizo
group. Other Indians were detainees relocated to St. Augustine
in 1597 after participating in rebellions at the Georgia coastal

14
15

16

]. Leitch Wright, Jr., Anglo-Spanish Rivalry in North America (Athens: University
of Georgia Press, 1971), 35-39; Hoffman, Florida 's Frontiers, 98-99.
John Bartram 's comment on St Augustine in 1765 fits the seventeenth century
as well. William Stork, An A ccount ofEast-Florida with journal Kept by john Bartram
(London: W. Nicoll, 1769).
San Miguel commented that he was told that most of the soldiers were
shipwreck survivors and mentioned a Portuguese and a Fleming. See Early
Flmida Adventure, 70.
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missions or involved in killing the governor's envoy in villages near
Cape Canaveral. 17
The records of St Augustine's Roman Catholic parish church
document the lives of St. Augustine's residents and illustrate the
mixture of persons in the city. The oldest record, dated February
2, 1594, documents the marriage of two Spanish persons. On the
same page is the earliest record of a Native American, Leonor, who
married a Spanish soldier in 1594. The oldest record of blacks is a
very short entry from 1598 noting the marriage of "Simon Negro"
and "Maria Negra" .18

Plagues and Population Decline
The prevailing opinion amongst scholars is that nothing much
happened in St. Augustine in the seventeenth century until the
1672 construction of Castillo de San Marcos-a period of seven
decades. During those years, St. Augustine experienced epidemic
after epidemic. Invisible viruses and bacteria do not provide
stories that capture the imagination, yet these unseen and silent
villains killed far more residents of La Florida than did bold
and self-promoting raiders. The population could not grow by
natural increase while epidemics killed the settlement's residents.
Population information for St. Augustine relies on sporadic

17

18

The killing of five Franciscan friars in Georgia and ensuing rebellion has
been retold and interpreted many times, most recently in Sarah M.S. Pearsall,
"'Having Many Wives' in Two American Rebellions: The Politics of Households
and the Radically Conservative," American Historical Review 118 (2013): 10011028. Less well known is the resistance in which Surruques killed, quartered ,
and roasted Governor Mendez Canzo's emissary Juan Ramfrez de Contreras.
The Surruque chief ordered the soldier's remains distributed among his
subordinate chiefs for consumption. See John E. Worth, The Timucuan
Chiefdoms of Spanish Florida Vol. 1 (Gainesville: University Press of Florida,
1998), 49.
Cathedral Parish Records (CPR), Archives of Diocese of St. Augustine, St.
Augustine, Florida. See Michael V. Gannon's The Cross in the Sand: The Early
Catholic Church in Florida, 1513-1870 (Gainesville: University of Florida Press,
1965), 191-192, for a description of the parish records and a list of the books ..
The missions kept their own books of the sacraments.
The record for Simon and Maria includes only their names and race. It
does not clarify whether the bride and groom were free persons or enslaved.
It is unusual for records of Africans not to contain information on this status.
Entries for slaves usually included the names of their owners or denominate
them as free. See Ecclesiastical & Secular Sources for Slave Societies at http: / I
www.vanderbilt.edu/ esss/ spanishflorida/index. php.
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Drawing of a Native American jar fragment with European name incised in vessel's
interior. The name was incised by holding the jar in an inverted position. The
writing suggests the name "Gonzalo," Gonzales" or "Gonzals" . The shard was found
during the excavation of a late 17-century well about 500 feet south of the site of the
Franciscan monastery (convento) in St. Augustine. (Courtesy of Carl Halbirt, City of
St. Augustine Archaeology Program. Drawing by Elainejuzwick.)

reports, which were often estimates. Population data for other
contemporary areas are probably no better.
Three reports on St. Augustine's population written near the
beginning of the seventeenth century, between 1598 and 1606 and
before the epidemics struck, are mostly in agreement. Governor
Mendez Canzo noted that in 1598 that there were 225 soldiers for
the fort and an additional 400 "mouths" in St. Augustine. Four years
later he reported a population of eighty married couples, and fiftysix black slaves, twenty of them newly arrived. Bishop Juan de las
Cabezas Altamirano reported that during his 1606 visit to La Florida,
before the ravages of epidemics, he confirmed 350 adults in the St.
Augustine church and another twenty Spaniards and 216 Indians at
Mission Nombre de Dios, located within a mile of the city. 19

19

Arnade, Florida on Trial, 8-9; Gannon, Cross in the Sand, 46-47.
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Epidemics dominated the first half of the seventeenth century
in St. Augustine and the Florida colony. While residents of Florida's
capital succumbed to diseases, so too did residents of other cities
in the Americas and in urban centers throughout Europe. That
disease devastated Amerindians is now a well-accepted premise.
Historians and anthropologists of Florida have written of the
population decline as epidemics killed huge numbers of Native
Americans in the southeast. 20 Anthropologistjohn Worth describes
the seventeenth-century mission era as being a time of "a free-fall
decline" in population. The decline mystified Florida's Governor
Luis de Rojas y Borja (1624-1630). His successor, Governor Andres
Rodriguez de Villegas, was puzzled as well, declaring in 1630 that
Florida Indians were "the best treated in America," although it is
doubtful that the Florida Natives shared His Lordship's positive
view of the situation. Florida officials were puzzled that the Indians
continued to succumb for they believed themselves to be especially
ungreedy and lax in their demands with "no encomiendas, obrajes
[sweatshops] or mines," but still "they [died] here as elsewhere."
The shrinking Native population ultimately meant fewer producers
of food for the Spanish. An epidemic in 1655 so diminished the
number of Timucua Indians of northeastern Florida who were
available to grow corn to feed St. Augustine that Governor Diego
de Rebolledo (1654-1659) raided other Native groups to acquire
workers to plant fields near St. Augustine. 21
Epidemics spread also through the streets and outskirts of St.
Augustine. An epidemic between 1614 and 1617 killed half of the
mission Indians living near St. Augustine. The number of burials
in St. Augustine jumped in 1623-a relative increase for the actual
numbers are low. Burial records for St. Augustine are missing for
the years between 1638 and 1720. 22 We have to rely on anecdotal

20

21

22

Arny Bushnell has given attention to epidemics in St. Augustine in The
King's Coffer: Proprietors of the Spanish Florida Treasury, 1565-1702 (Gainesville:
University Presses ofFlorida,1981) and in Situado and Sabana.
Bushnell, Situado and Sabana, 118, 122, 129-131 , quotes on 122; Worth,
Timucuan Chiefdoms of Spanish Florida, 1:213; John H. Hann, A History of the
Timucua Indians and Missions (Gainesville: University Press of Florida, 1996),
192, 261-265. Hann asserts that the Timucua bore the full brunt of a series of
epidemics from 1614-1617 by virtue of their close contact with the pathogencarrying Spanish Floridians.
Baptismal and marriage records for the 1630s, 1640s, and 1650 are available
but abbreviated in comparison to earlier records. Also, the burial entries are
inconsistent for the two decades before 1638. The parish records for this
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reports of epidemics and impressions of the writers. Reports reveal
the deaths of the governor and royal officials by name, but the
_names of ordinary individuals who succumbed are not included in
the documents.
In 1648, yellow fever crossed from West Africa to the Americas
and the following year mosquito larvae carried in ships' water casks
brought the "black vomit," as it was known to St. Augustine. Young
adults in the prime of life were the most susceptible. ]. R. McNeill
states that for the next 250 years yellow fever was the "most feared
disease among whites in the Greater Caribbean." In St. Augustine
an outbreak of small pox followed the yellow fever. The epidemics
of 1649-1651 counted Governor Salazar Vallecilla (1645-1646;
1648-1651), Florida's treasurer Francisco Menendez Marquez, two
company captains, and many Franciscan friars among its victims.
The governor's death offered opportunities for local officials to
occasionally serve as the interim head of the colony. Members of
St. Augustine's confraternities and the Third Order of St. Francis
probably put themselves in harm's way as they fulfilled their
obligations to their confraternal brothers and sisters, watching at
their sickbeds "until God took them," shrouding the bodies, and
lowering the deceased residents into St. Augustine's sandy soil. A.
]. R. Russell-Wood reminds us that to be "accompanied" was one of
the most "frequent and heartfelt concerns" of those facing death. 23
In other locales epidemics were as bad, and probably worse,
than in St. Augustine. Yellow fever killed one-third of the population

23

period are generally more succinct than those of earlier years (and in later
years).
I do not attribute the unevenness of the records to the demands on the
priests as does Theodore G. Corbett that "in years of catastrophic deaths,
the curate could not keep up with the number of burials." in "Population
Structure in Hispanic St. Augustine, 1629-1763," Florida Historical Quarterly 54
(1976): 263-284, quote on 265. The actual number of deaths probably did not
reach a level that interfered with the priest's record-keeping.
Susan Richbourg Parker, "The Third Order of St. Francis of Colonial Spanish
Florida," in From La Florida to La California: FranciscanEvangelization in the Spanish
Borderlands, ed. Timothy]. Johnson and Gert Melville (Berkeley: Academy of
Franciscan History, 2013), 215-217; A.J. R. Russell-Wood, "Prestige, Power and
Piety in Colonial Brazil: The Third Orders of Salvador," Hispanic American
Historical Review 69 ( 1989): 78-79.
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of Havana and the Yucatan in 1649. 24 Epidemics in Spain and
much of Europe drastically thinned the populations, creating in
_ Spain a "crisis of mortality." It is believed that between 1590 and
1610 repeated pestilence wiped out one-tenth of the population
of Castile. In the realms of Valencia and Mallorca one-fifth of the
population perished from epidemics. In the cities of Barcelona
and Sevilla approximately one-half died between 1647 and 1652.
In Cataluiia between 1650 and 1654, a great plague reputedly
claimed 30,000 lives. Spaniards' "weakness for city life" enabled the
pathogens to spread rapidly and efficiently in the close quarters of
urban settings. 25
Plagues and pestilence in other areas of the Americas and
in Europe meant a shortage of new European or Euro-American
residents for St. Augustine. With little in-migration St. Augustine's
population became intermarried and endogamous, at best selfsustaining, in light of the assaults of pathogens. In the middle of
the seventeenth century epidemics began to abate in all locations
although they continued to reappear, just with less frequency and
fewer mortal consequences. 26 Thirty-five years ago Amy Bushnell
recognized the role of disease and population loss as a factor
that frustrated the economic expansion of cattle ranching in La
Florida's hinterlands. The same factors can be blamed for St.
Augustine's (lack of) economic development. 27
One scourge replaced another for St. Augustine. Pirates had
threatened St. Augustine since its founding, but with England's
capture of Jamaica from Spain in the middle of the seventeenth
century (1655), that island became a pirate haven. Pirate Robert
Searles's (alias Robert Davis) attack on St. Augustine on May
29, 1668, was a pivotal point in the history of the southeast and

24

25

26
27

]. R. McNeill, Mosquito Empires: Ecology and War in the Greater Caribbean, 16201914, (New York: Cambridge University Press, 2010), 32-36, quote on 33.
Locals Nicolas Ponce de Leon, followed by Pedro Benedit Horruytiner, filled
the governor's position after the death of Governor Salazar. See Appendix
I in Bushnell, King's Coffer, 142. Ibid, 98; idem, "The Menendez Marquez
Cattle Barony at La Chua and the Determinants of Economic Expansion in
Seventeenth Century Florida," Fl,orida Historical Quarterly 56, no. 4 (Aprill 978):
419.
Felipe Fernandez-Armesto, "The Improbable Empire," in Spain: A History, ed.
Raymond Carr (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000),145-147, quote on
145. Henry Kamen, "Vicissitudes ofa World Power," ibid, 167.
Fernandez-Armesto, 148.
Bushnell, "Cattle Barony," 419.
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the Atlantic trade. The episode featured international rivalries,
brigandage, and contrasting Spanish and English racial attitudes.
The pirates pillaged St. Augustine, destroying or stealing gold and
silver items from the church. Sixty residents died in the raid and
pirates kidnapped seventy men, women and children; Governor
Guerra ransomed some of the prisoners by providing water, meat
and wood for the pirates. Searles did not release the non-white
captives, stating that he had a patent from the governor ofJamaica
to regard Indians, Negroes and mulattoes as slaves even if they were
free. With so many of its residents dead or kidnapped, the raid
represented a monstrous loss to St. Augustine's small population. 28
The pirates had boasted that they would return and make St.
Augustine their own. Whether they truly intended to do so or
merely mouthed typical pirate braggadocio, the Spanish crown
took the threat seriously. Spain could not risk Florida's possession
by another nation or even by a group of outlaws. The raid served
as the proximate cause for strengthening St. Augustine's defense
works and increasing military manpower to preserve Spain's physical
presence on the continent and protect the intercontinental and
transoceanic shipping lane.
Spain 's Queen Mariana, regent for her underage son, King
Charles II, quickly responded to the plight and recommendations
of the royal officials of St. Augustine. In the spring of the next
year she decreed that payments be made to Florida on time with
additional funds provided to begin the construction of a masonry
fort. In October she ordered the viceroy of New Spain to consult
with the newly appointed governor in Florida Manuel de Cendoya
about the project. At 4:00 p.m. on October 2, 1672, Governor
Cendoya put the first shovel in the ground to begin construction
of Castillo de San Marcos.
New Residents from Carolina

Even before the Spanish in St. Augustine could break ground
for the masonry fortification, English colonists had set up the
colony of (South) Carolina in 1670. For St. Augustine residents,
28

Luis Rafael Arana "The Basis of a Perma nent Fortification," El Escribano 6
(1969): 3-17, details the attack. Luis Rafael Arana and Albert Manucy, The
Building of Castillo de San Marcos (n.p.: Eastern National Park and Monument
Association, 1977) , 8. Assuming it h ad a population of 1,200 to 1,400 at this
point, the city lost 4 to 5 % of its people.
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the English were now just too close. Carolina's unfree colonists
took advantage of the proximity of the Spanish capital and began
. to seek freedom in St. Augustine. In January 1672 John Radcliffe,
a white indentured servant, may have been the first to set out from
Carolina in hope of reaching the city. Radcliffe was apprehended,
but in the summer of that year, another white indentured servant,
Brian Fitzpatrick, did succeed in reaching Florida and freedom. 29 In
1674 four white servants from Carolina claimed that their boat had
wrecked near the mission of Santa Catalina. But it wasn't a sailing
mishap that brought them to the shore of Spanish Florida; they
fled Carolina to come to St. Augustine "to be free" of obligations,
bad treatment and lack of food. In St. Augustine, Florida's officials
questioned the fugitives about conditions in Carolina: fortifications,
weaponry, boats, number of settlers, food supplies. 3°For more than
a century others would follow their daring predecessors. Once in
St. Augustine, their lives might take several paths. Some escapees
probably sailed out of St. Augustine, possibly as crewmen. Some
remained to add their skills, energies and personal histories to the
city. With the Castillo construction project during the last quarter
of the seventeenth century demanding laborers of all sorts, ablebodied residents were welcome, and the parish records document
the runaways who converted (if not already Catholic) and those
who married and had children.
Enslaved blacks soon replaced indentured whites as the
workforce in Carolina. They too embarked on freedom-seeking
journeys to Florida. In August 1687, eleven enslaved African
workers-eight men, two women and a 6--month old girl-pushed
off in their boat from a river bank in Carolina and headed for
Spanish Florida. After arriving in St Augustine, the men worked
"with much care" 31 on the Castillo project, the two women served
and stayed at the governor's house, where the infant remained with
her mother. In January the baby girl of"infidel parents, father from

29
30

31

Timothy Paul Grady, AngW-Spanish Rivalry in Colonial South-East America, 16501725 (London: Pickering & Chatto, 2010), 45.
Statements of Diego Flamenco, Thomas Vide,Jugo Jordan and Carlos Miller,
enclosed in Nicolas Ponce de Leon, 1674 May 8, SC AGI 58-1-35/ 16. Thanks
to Amy Bushnell for sharing this and related sources on indentured workers.
Quote in Royal Officials to the King, 1689 March 8, cited in Irene Wright,
"Dispatches of Spanish Officials Bearing on the Free Negro Settlement of
Gracia Real de Santa Teresa de Mose," journal of Negro History 9 (1924): 151.
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Barbados and mother from Bermuda" was baptized and given the
Christian name of Marfa Ger6nima. 32 Over several weeks following
Easter 1688, the adults, by then "well instructed in the precepts and
mysteries of our Holy Faith" were baptized one or two at a time,
including the parents of Marfa Ger6nima. 33 Black slaves living in
St. Augustine served as sponsors for the former Carolina slaves,
but a few had white sponsors. Once the escapees were baptized,
the Spanish felt more responsibility and obligation to keep them
in Florida to prevent their "losing [the opportunity] to live as
Christians." 34 This attitude repeated the stance of the Spanish friars
on Indians during the 1602 inquiry.

AN ew Pirate Scourge
The Castillo did not discourage pirates. In the early 1680s
seaborne outlaws operated about a dozen ships in the Gulf
Stream and ranged from Carolina to Campeche (Mexico) and
along Florida's west coast. In 1682 pirates captured a frigate
from St. Augustine bound for Havana. They attacked at the Bar
of Mosquitos (now called Ponce de Leon Inlet near New Smyrna
Beach) .Other freebooters attacked along Florida's Gulf coast at
Fort San Marcos de Apalache (south of Tallahassee) and ascended
the Suwanee River to steal from cattle ranches in Timucua. The
next year privateer Nicolas de Grammont landed at Matanzas
Inlet and headed for St. Augustine. Spanish soldiers intercepted
and stopped the raiders about 3 miles from the town. The pirates
retreated to their boats, sailed for St. Augustine and anchored at
the St. Augustine Inlet in plain view of the townspeople, perhaps to
taunt them. In 1684 Thomas Hinckley (rendered phonetically in
Spanish spelling 'Jingle" [Hinglay]) set out to raid St. Augustine,
but a storm scattered the pirates' ships along the coast north of
St. Augustine. In 1686 Grammont again aimed for St. Augustine.

32
33
34

Baptism of Maria Ger6nima, 1688 January 20, CPR. The baptismal record
notes that she was ten months old.
Quote in baptism of Manuel, 1688 April 25, CPR.
CPR, Baptism of Antonio de la Cruz, 1688 May 3; ofJose, 1688 May 9; ofBaltasar
and Domingo, 1688May 16; of Maria Josepha and Simon Jose, 1688 May 30; of
Juan Antonio and Mariana, 1688 June 6; ofJuan Jose, 1688 July 18, CPR. Quote
in Royal Officials to the King, March 8, 1689, in Wright "Dispatches," 151.
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Once more, Spanish forces stopped him before he reached the
town and this time seized one of his boats. 35
Why was there a spate of pirate activity against St. Augustine
in the early 1680s? Charles Town had been established in South
Carolina in 1670 and the colony's governor, Joseph Morton, and
other officials allowed the pirates to live in the new town and on
nearby barrier islands. 36 In September 1686 John Clar testified
in St. Augustine that "Captains Cahopal and Thomas Jingle have
their houses and haciendas" at Charles Town. Clar also noted that
Captain Chacopal [sic] boasted that he "had built in San Jorge a
white house on a bank of the great river" and also bragged that he
had left in Carolina "much wealth" seized during raids in Mexico. 37
Not only were the Carolinians abetting pirates, but groups of Scots
had begun a settlement known as Stuart's Town in 1684 on Santa
Elena. (Santa Elena, today known as Parris Island, had been the
capital of Spanish La Florida a century earlier) . Stuart's Town lay
within territory still claimed by Spain, according to the 1670 Treaty
of Madrid. 38
Fed up with the pirates and threatened by the proximity of
Stuart's Town, Governor Juan Marquez Cabrera asked for help
from Havana to retaliate and to oust the Scots. Two Spanish galliots
(galeotas), commanded by seasoned pirate fighters, were dispatched
from Havana. At St. Augustine the vessel so recently captured from
Grammontjoined the two galliots, and the three boats headed for
Carolina. The fleet stopped first on August 17 at Stuart's Town,
where they found only a bewildered 17-year-old boy. Warned that

35

36

37

38

Arana, "Pirate Raid," in El Escribano; Arana and Manucy, Building of Castillo,
30; John E. Worth, The Struggl,e for the Georgia Coast (Tuscaloosa: University of
Alabama Press, 2007), 146-147.
Robert M. Weir comments that Carolina settlers refused to establish themselves
in compact townships but spread out in isolated plantations along the rivers.
See Robert M. Weir, Colonial South Carolina: A History (Columbia: University of
South Carolina Press, 1997), 61. The Spanish, on the other hand, were urban
oriented.
Ibid., 61-64; declaration of Juan Clar, St. Augustine, 1686 September 23 in
Worth, Georgia Coast, 150. San Jorge (Saint George) was the Spanish name for
Carolina.
While the Treaty of Madrid was clear on Spain's relinquishing claims to Jamaica
and Virginia, it was not as clear in establishing effective settlement dates in the
area of Charleston (S.C.). J. Leitch Wright comments that "[t]hough these
issues attracted little attention in the drawing up of the treaty, they were soon
raised and were not resolved quickly-or for that matter, ever." Wright, AngloSpanish Rivalry in North America, 52.

https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol92/iss3/1

110

Society: Florida Historical Quarterly, Volume 92, Number 3

ST. AUGUSTINE IN THE SEVENTEENTH CENTURY

571

the Spanish were coming, the other settlers abandoned the town. 39
The Spanish set Stuart's Town on fire. Then the raiding party from
St. Augustine moved into English territory and before August 24
attacked Edisto Island. The Spanish plundered plantations on
the island, including one that belonged to Governor Morton.
At Morton's place the Spanish found evidence that the English
governor was indeed abetting the pirates. There was a large silver
candle stick stolen from a church in Campeche. Other Roman
Catholic religious items were also in the house. The Spanish
captured two white indentured servants and eleven black slaves. 40
Did the Spanish raiders feel some recompense for the times that St.
Augustine was attacked and residents kidnapped? Two days after
the raid on Edisto, the little fleet was caught in a hurricane. A large
wave lifted and capsized the flagship, El Rosario. Captain Alejandro
Tomas de Leon, commander of the expedition, and the flagship
were lost. The other two vessels made repairs and limped back to
St. Augustine.
The 1686 raids launched from St. Augustine receive little
notice in the history of the city, probably because St. Augustine was
not the venue of the action. Yet the raids were a pivotal point in the
history of the city, of the southeast and of the sea lanes of Florida
and the Gulf of Mexico. Histories of colonial Carolina as well as
of the southeast region recognize its importance. The Floridians'
1686 raids demonstrated to the English in Carolina, in Barbados,
and in England that they could not raid and steal with impunity.
Floridians too could rob and burn coastal English settlements.
Florida had demonstrated that it intended to give as good as it
got. After the raids both colonies made plans to attack each other,
but the Lords Proprietors of Carolina forbade the Carolinians to
strike back at the Spanish in Florida, with whom England was then
supposedly at peace. 41
Historians of Carolina reveal that the Spanish raids
accomplished more than retaliation, destruction and some prize
hostages and goods. The damage from the raids disrupted economic
39

40

41

Weir notes by the time the Spanish wiped out the settlement of Stuart's Town,
no more than twenty-five of the original 150 settlers were alive and well enough
to bear arms. See Weir, 62.
Testimonies by several witnesses in Worth, Georgia Coast, 150-160. An inscription
on the candle stick told that it had been donated in 1676 to the church of
Santo Cristo de San Roman.
Grady, 64; Weir, 66.

Published by STARS, 2013

111

Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 92 [2013], No. 3, Art. 1

572

FLORIDA HISTORICAL QUARTERLY

development of Carolina. Ben Marsh and Bertrand Van Ruyrnbeke
comment that the destruction resulting from 1686 raids against St.
· Augustine "scuppered plans to raise silk in that promising region." 42
After the Spanish raids, the pirate attacks targeting St. Augustine
ceased and English settlement was limited no further south than
Charles Town for at least another fifteen years-through the end of
the century. St. Augustine enjoyed a period free of attacks until the
devastating invasion from Carolina in 1702.

New Men and New Money in St. Augustine
A decree to increase troop strength issued by Queen Mariana
in April 1669 not only boosted St. Augustine's manpower, it shook
up the endogamous population-a problem for governors and other
officials. Before then, Spain did not replenish Florida's troops, and
local men staffed the garrison despite directives by the crown to
the contrary. Royal orders had allowed native-born soldiers only
as a "stop-gap" when military units fell below strength. But in the
absence of incoming replacements, both the military and local
women chose locally born men by default. As the population
perpetuated itself, residents became ever more complexly related.
Marginal notations in marriage records reflected the intricate
family networks. The family connections of groom Francisco de
Florencia and bride Ana Marfa de Arguelles were so intertwined
that the priest noted that the union required a "dispensation for
blood relationship described as "of third with third degree on
mother's side and of third with fourth degree on father's side." 43
In the spirit of the queen's decree, in 1670 fifty-one men
arrived from Mexico, but the St. Augustine residents were
displeased with their poor character. "None of them was highly
regarded." 44 Then, Spain boosted its Florida's forces further with
men from the Iberian peninsula. Governor Marques Cabrera, who
was more contemptuous of creoles than any other governor, began
a determined program of dismissal of natives until the garrison
reached an all-time low in manpower. Within a week of his arrival
on November 30,1680, the governor began "erasing" Florida-born

42
43
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Ben Marsh, "Silk Hopes in Colonial South Carolina," journal of Southern H istory
78 (2012) : 816, n . 29.
Marriage record dated 1697 July 3, CPR.
Arana and Manucy, Building of Castillo, 14.
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men from the garrison. Within eighteen months Marques Cabrera
had mustered out fifty-three locals who were in military service
at the time of his arrival. St. Augustine's residents watched the
governor remove their fathers, sons, brothers and husbands from
the army and cast them into the world of the unemployed. Literal
translation of the language in the reports provides the chilling
message to the local families: "Se le borr6 su plaza" (his man-space
was erased, rubbed out). What did this mean for St. Augustine-born
men? Some like Lt. Francisco Bernal Castillo headed to Havana
for military service when the governor eliminated him from the
garrison. Amy Bushnell says that some of the dismissed became
cowhands on Florida's ranches. And there were exceptions: the
Spanish crown ordered in 1691 that the son of Marina de Lara,
although a St. Augustine-born male, could enlist when of age to
support his mother. 45
Fifty soldiers had arrived with Marques Cabrera in 1680.
Marques "shanghaied" an additional thirty-eight Spanish troops for
Florida service in 1684, and thirty more men arrived the following
year. In the late 1680s Juan de Ayala Escobar brought another
eighty soldiers directly from Spain. 46 According to these numbers,
198 new soldiers arrived in St Augustine in the decade of the 1680s.
By the end of the 1680s, about sixty percent of the soldiers had not
been in Florida when the decade began.
St. Augustine's white, female population had mirrored the
military in reliance on local men for husbands. The white female
population was almost exclusively creole, descending from the
earliest settlers. After Spain's program to enlarge fighting forces,
many women found husbands among the soldiers arriving from
Spain, Cuba or Mexico to man the garrison. In the face of the
immigrant husbands' limited access to real property, St. Augustine's
society responded by providing homes, or at least land for homes,
for the families formed by the marriage of a local woman and an
"incoming" man. As construction of the Castillo de San Marcos
proceeded, the area between the new fortification and the earlier
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Musters, 1680 December 4 and 1683 May 27, 54-5-12/9; 1683 June 28, 54-511/102 duplicate, AGI SC; Bushnell, "Cattle Barony," 414; Royal Order, Buen
Retiro, 1691November20, 58-1-22/212 AGI SC.
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part of the town (the latter near and south of the plaza) began to
fill with homes 47 St. Augustine's women were able to offer home
sites to prospective husbands, who could not bring family lands
with him. In St. Augustine after 1680, marriage to a locally born
man meant economic uncertainty, and women had a compelling
financial reason to marry a peninsular (Iberian born) in addition to
the ascribed status that birth in Spain carried. Women passed on
homes to their daughters to provide for the next generations as the
Spanish crown continued to send peninsular men to be soldiers
in St Augustine. 48

Buildings "To Last a Lifetime"
More people and more money is a timeless recipe for economic
growth and improvement, and so it was for St Augustine in the last
quarter of the 1600s. Amy Bushnell noted that St. Augustine was a
"busy, prosperous place," during the Castillo project; almost all of
the pesos spent on the Castillo went to pay wages and buy rations.
The Florida creoles were ready to take advantage of the heightened
demand for foodstuffs and the cattle ranch at la Chua (Gainesville
area) began operating at full strength, employing workers at the
ranch, workers to move the meat source, and prepare it for food
and hides. Young contract Indians came to the capital, enjoying
the "bright lights" and temptations of St. Augustine in comparison
to the more bucolic life in the missions and ranches. 49
Better economic conditions called for better housing. And
as with the new fortification, in St. Augustine better buildings
meant buildings that would not rot. Over and over local officials
47

48
49

Archaeological evidence indicates the Euro-American settlement of the
northern part of the town was contemporaneous with the construction of
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commended shell stone because it "it will last a lifetime," and
"will not need to be repaired as were the old wooden houses."
-They did not mention fear of fire as the reason to turn toward
masonry building material. In 1690, more than a century after
Pedro Menendez Marquez first wrote of coquina in 1583, Governor
Diego de Quiroga y Losada built La Florida's "executive mansion"
of coquina. Quiroga began St. Augustine's first masonry governor's
residence at the property that the crown had purchased from
Governor Mendez Canzo in the first years of the 1600s. Within
days of his arrival, Quiroga had penned his complaints about the
official residence being in such disrepair that "the rains come
in." The building needed repairs to the roof, fences and floors.
He reminded that it was the crown's obligation to maintain the
royal houses and that the crown was responsible for the "shingles,
boards and other wood necessary." The new governor's house of
coquina was built in 200 days. His master builder appraised the new
governor's house at 6,400 pesos (a St. Augustine price) and stated
that it would have been worth 10,000 to 12,000 pesos in Havana.
The quarries that supplied the stone for Castillo de San Marcos
were now the source for other new buildings. Quiroga ordered
more royal houses built. 50
The governor released coquina from royal quarries for private
construction using a cadre of craftsmen who had been trained to
work with the shell stone during the construction of Castillo de San
Marcos. And the availability of easy credit (in a 17th-century form)
made masonry homes even more attractive. Royal policy permitted
soldiers to pledge their salaries to finance new structures. Although
Quiroga wrote that he "gave" unfinished stones ( ripio) and lime
to some persons, he did not mean at no cost. Each person "was
charged against the situado" for the material. Thus, soldiers drew
against their pay from the crown for coquina, which cost the crown
nothing as it was merely dug from quarries on crown land. 51 As
many of the new soldiers came from Castilla and Andaluda
(Spain), masonry homes would have been familiar. The aridity of
those regions did not nurture forests, and masonry construction
50
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was, if nothing else, a default choice. Leopoldo Torres Balbas
wrote of Andalucfa that "construction materials are stone, in the
form of rubble ( mamposteria) for the most part .... The arboreal
vegetation is scarce and wood for building is scarce and poor." By
1702 about ten percent of the homes in St. Augustine were built of
coquina, sixteen of a total of 175 homes. 52
Some time in the month of August of 1695 the construction
work for Castillo de San Marcos was completed. The project
had dominated St. Augustine's existence for twenty-three years
although often in fits and starts. Its walls were basically rot proof
although the wooden elements of the building would deteriorate.
It would not easily succumb to fire. Who can say how many attacks
were never launched, never even conceived, because of the strong
masonry fortress?
Floridians could now turn their attention to other aspects of
St. Augustine's built environment. St. Augustine was accustomed
to sea water flooding its streets, a problem which persists to this
day. Funds had been authorized for construction of a stone seawall
at the very end of 1691 and Governor Laureano Torres y Ayala
initiated the work after his arrival in 1693. By 1701 the seawall was
still only half completed. 53
In 1700 St. Augustine's residents had reason, for the most
part, to be positive about the future. The decades of epidemics
and accompanying population and economic stasis were two
generations in the past. The fear of pirates' attacks on St.
Augustine itself or on the funds on ships bound for La Florida was
much reduced. A fortress that would prove to be very endurable
protected the city and offered a haven for refuges. The town
itself had expanded, and the more influential and highly-placed
residents were moving into masonry homes, expected to last for
at least decades and not deteriorate before their eyes. Perhaps the
residents enjoyed a sense of stability that had eluded them since St.
Augustine's 1565 founding. Yet any sense of calm must have been
dampened by the knowledge that Spanish-mission Indians were
moving ever closer to St. Augustine or were killed or captured by
the English or defected to Carolina.
52
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Pirate, Priest, and Slave: Spanish Florida in the
1668 Searles Raid
by Diana Reigelsperger

0

n the night of May 28, 1668, an English pirate named
Robert Searles launched a raid on the city of St. Augustine,
Florida. He stole silver and other valuable goods, held for
ransom the daughters of wealthy families, and carried off black
and Native American residents to sell as slaves to the labor-hungry
Caribbean. 1 Governor Francisco de la Guerra y de la Vega (16641671) managed to reach the fort with some of the soldiers and
prevent the pirates from taking it, but he could not stop them from
sacking the city. Before leaving, Searles measured the depth of the
water in the harbor, which suggested to authorities that he planned
to return with greater forces. The attack by Searles was just one of
many raids on Spanish settlements in the mid-seventeenth century,
but it drew the attention of the royal council that governed affairs
in Spanish America, the Council of the Indies, and set in motion a
renewed flow of men and money into Florida. 2 The raid generated
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College in St. Augustine, Florida. She received her Ph.D. from the University of
Florida. Her dissertation was titled "Interethnic Relations and Settlement on the
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demographic change in Spanish Florida, including the policies and practices of the
Florida frontier as factors that influenced race relations and trade in the colony.
Searles also went by the alias John Davis. Manuel Luis Rafael Arana, "The Basis
1
of a Permanent Fortification," El Escribano 36 (1999), 4. Reprinted from El
Escribano 6 (October 1969).
Juan Menendez Marquez to the Queen,July 4, 1668, Santo Domingo (SD) 235,
2
Archivo General de Indias (AGI);Junta de Guerra, January 22, 1669, SD 852;
Junta de Guerra, March 8, 1669, SD 852.
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hundreds of pages of correspondence as the governor, the sergeant
major, the royal officials, and the clergy all sought to place blame
· for the attack on their rivals. 3 Most histories of Florida recognize
the Searles attack as a brief, but pivotal moment in the history of
St. Augustine since it led to the construction of the Castillo de San
Marcos. 4 The events of the raid, however, are significant in their
own right. As Jane Landers notes in this issue, the English were
already contesting the boundaries of Spanish Florida. The raid
and its aftermath illustrate the ways in which the imperial contests
between the English and the Spanish affected the daily lives of
people in Spanish St. Augustine. The documentation surrounding
the raid also presents an uncommon moment in the sources
when members of the Spanish and English worlds conversed, and
articulated openly their attitudes toward each other and toward
people of non-European descent living in the Atlantic world.

The Target
By 1668 the city of St. Augustine had several hundred residents.
The Spanish population was composed of soldiers, local families
of Spanish or mestizo heritage called Floridanos, and members
of the royal government. 5 The city was also home to a number of
slaves, free blacks, indigenous laborers, and Indios ladinos, who
had adopted Spanish culture and language. These individuals
worked as servants, carpenters, artisans, mariners, stevedores, and
shopkeepers. There were a number of small shops for dry goods,
food, and drink, as well as a mill, a parish church, a Franciscan
monastery, and a decrepit wooden fort nearly beyond repair.
According to complaints from the governor and his predecessors,

3

4

Francisco de Sotolongo to the King, July 4, 1668, SD 235; Juan Menendez
Marquez to the Queen, July 4, 1668, SD 233; Governor Guerra y Vega to the
Queen, August 8, 1668, SD 225; Governor of Cuba Francisco Davila Orej6n to
the Queen, with enclosures from the Governor of Florida, October 29, 1668,
SD 233; Viceroy of New Spain Marques de Mancera to the Queen April 20,
1669, SD 852.
Arana, "The Basis of a Permanent Fortification," 4; Amy Turner Bushnell,
Situado and Sabana: Spain s Support System for the Presidio and Mission Provinces of
Florida (New York: American Museum of Natural History, 1994), 136-137; Paul
Hoffman, Floridas Frontiers (Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 2002) 143-

5

144.
Letter from Bishop Don Gabriel Diaz Vara Calderon, January 4, 1676, SD 151.
For more on the seventeenth-century city, see Susan Parker's article in this
issue.
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the city's garrison was short many men and the annual subsidy, the
situado, was in arrears by several years. 6
Despite the shortage of cash, the weak defenses of St.
Augustine might have made the city seem an appealing target. The
majority of the moveable wealth in the city was composed of the
treasury funds, the altar decorations in the churches and chapels,
the luxury goods belonging to elite families, and slaves. 7 There
were far more lucrative sites to raid in the circum-Caribbean, but
St. Augustine also played a vital defensive role by ensuring the
security of Spanish shipping entering the Gulf Stream, the essential
sea route for Spanish ships returning to Europe. A strategic post
with vulnerable defenses, St. Augustine may have seemed an easy
objective to attackers. 8
Personal rivalries had also put St. Augustine in jeopardy. The
surgeon appointed to the city in 1666 was a Frenchman known
as Pedro Piques. Despite Piques' excellent professional reputation,
Governor Guerra y Vega had treated him poorly, fired him,

6

7

8

Interim Governor of Florida Don Nicolas Ponce de Leon to the King, February
19, 1664, SD 225; Governor Francisco de la Guerra y de la Vega to the King,
March 18, 1665 and April 8, 1666, SD 225. Jane Landers, Black Society in
Spanish Florida (Urbana: University of Illinois Press, 1999), 20-21. As Susan
Parker notes, the annual situado was the main source of cash in the colony. It
was a subsidy designed to support the crown employees, soldiers, sailors, and
missionaries of the colony and actually consisted of several different sources of
funds.
Governor Aranda y Avellaneda to the King, November 10, 1688, Escribanfa de
Camara (EC) 156C, AGI, cited from microfilm collection, P.K. Yonge Library,
Gainesville, Florida; John H. Hann, "Translation of Alonso de Leturiondo's
Memorial to the King of Spain," Florida Archaeology 2 (1986) , 177-179; Amy
Bushnell, "The Menendez Marquez Cattle Barony at La Chua and the
Determinants of Economic Expansion in Seventeenth-Century Florida,"
Florida Historical Quarterly 56, no. 4 (1978), 408-409.
Eugene Lyon, The Enterprise of Florida: Pedro M enendez de Aviles and the Spanish
Conquest of 1565-1568 (Gainesville: University Presses of Florida, 1974), 60-62.
Correspondence mentioning the need to protect the Bahamas Channel can
be found in the reports related to the 1668 pirate attack and the founding of
Charleston in 1670. Discussion appears in letters from the governor as well
as reports produced in Sevilla and Madrid. Junta de Guerra de Indias (War
Council of the Indies) , January 22, 1669, SD 852;Junta de Guerra de Indias,
March 8, 1669, SD 852; Governor Francisco de la Guerra to the King, January
27, 1670, SD 852; Gabriel Bernardo de Quiros to Casa de Contrataci6n, May
6, 1670, Contrataci6n (CT) 5042, AGI; Governor Cendoya to Queen Regent,
November 6, 1671, SD 839; Francisco Davila Orej6n to Francisco Fernandez de
Madrigal, January 3, 1672, SD 855; A later deposition taken in 1726 cited the
Bahamas Channel as an important reason for early settlement in St. Augustine,
September 16, 1726, SD 844.
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and refused to issue him the salary he was owed. The surgeon
was finally forced to leave in 1668, and in an ironic twist of fate ,
- Searles captured the frigate carrying Piques off the coast of Cuba.
According to the account given by the treasurer of St. Augustine,
Juan Menendez Marquez, the Frenchman incited Searles to attack
St. Augustine and provided intelligence regarding defenses and
terrain. This intelligence was instrumental in Searles' success. 9

The Background
By 1668 Searles was a seasoned leader of expeditions,
operating as a privateer on some occasions and on others as
a pirate. As a privateer, his activities were officially sanctioned
by royal authorities through a license called a letter of marque,
usually issued during times of war. The Spanish, understandably,
had little patience for such distinctions, although they also
engaged privateers when convenient. The seventeenth century was
a tumultuous period in the Caribbean and St. Augustine was not
exempt from the excitement. Spain struggled to maintain control
of its unoccupied territories as English, French, and Dutch forces
established colonies on lands once claimed by the Spanish. 10 In
1655, a large English fleet captured the Spanish island ofJamaica. 11
Spanish officials in Florida feared that the English might take Cuba
next. If they controlled both islands, they would be free to terrorize
Spanish shipping and coastal settlements such as St. Augustine.
Although the English never took Cuba in the seventeenth century,
Port Royal, Jamaica emerged as an English Caribbean base for
contraband trade, privateering, and piracy. Privateers differed
from pirates only in the sense that their activities were officially

9
10

11

Juan Menendez Marquez to the Queen, July 4, 1668, SD 233; Arana, 8-9.
Hilary M. Beckles, "The Hub of Empire: The Caribbean and Britain in the
Seventeenth Century," in The Oxford History of the British Empire Volume 1, ed .
Nicholas Canny (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1998), 219-221 ; Philip P.
Boucher, France and the American Tropics to 1700: Tropics ofDiscontent? (Baltimore:
Johns Hopkins University Press, 2008) , 69-70, 75-81, 87; Lyle McAlister, Spain
and Portugal in the New World 1492-1700 (Minneapolis: University of Minnesota
Press, 1984) , 308; Hoffman, 76-77, 143-145.
In 1654, Oliver Cromwell sent Admiral William Penn and General Robert
Venables to seize Spanish possessions in the New World as part of the plan
called the Western Design. The fleet failed to take its primary target of Santo
Domingo, but succeeded in taking the under populated island of Jamaica in
May 1655. Hoffman, 129, 364, n. 15.
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sanctioned by royal authorities and took place during times of war.
Slaves were among the most lucrative illicit commodities traded in
the Caribbean and evidence suggests that a contraband slave trade
based in Jamaica supplied both English and Spanish colonists as
early as 1661. 12
Searles' attack on St. Augustine was shaped by these
developments. Although Searles claimed to have a letter of marque
from Sir Thomas Modyford, Governor ofJamaica (1664-1671), the
Spanish regarded him as just another pirate. The official English
position on the employment of privateers also changed frequently
in the 1660s as diplomatic relations between England and Spain
alternately advanced or broke down and Searles sometimes found
himself on the wrong side of the new regulations. He was punished
at least twice by Governor Modyford for acts of piracy during
peacetime, and was forced to surrender the Spanish ships he had
taken. His rudder and sails were also confiscated temporarily. 13
Prior to attacking St. Augustine, Searles sailed on a number
of other raids on Spanish territories. In 1664 he participated in
a devastating attack on Granada, a city on Lake Nicaragua, led

12

13

Kris E. Lane, Pillagi,ng the Empire: Piracy in the Americas, 1500-1750 (Armonk,
NY: M. E. Sharpe, 1998), 34-35, 40;Johannes Postma, The Dutch in the Atlantic
Slave Trade, 1600-1815 (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2008), 3334; Nuala Zehedieh, "The Merchants of Port Royal, Jamaica, and the Spanish
Contraband Trade, 1655-1692," William and Mary Quarterly 43, no. 4 (1986),
575-576, 589-592. In 1677, Spain 's royal officials finally permitted Spaniards to
travel to English colonies to purchase slaves. Trade expanded in the 1680s and
local officials and merchants, particularly in Port Royal, found many ways to
profit.
Minutes of the Council of Jamaica, August 19-22, 1664, no. 789, and letter of
Governor Sir Thomas Modyford to the Duke of Albermarle, October 1, 1668,
in W. Noel Sainsbury, ed., 'America and West Indies', Calendar of State Papers
Colonial, America and West Indies, Volume 5: 1661-1668 (London: Longman &
Co. 1880), 615-616; Clarence Henry Haring, The Buccaneers in the West Indies
in the XVII Century (New York: E.P. Dutton &Co., 1910), 120-122, 131-133;
Lane, 34-35, 62-64. When Modyford arrived inJamaica to serve as governor
in 1664, he was instructed not to grant letters of marque and to encourage
trade with the Spanish colonies. English representatives were attempting to
negotiate greater commercial privileges and the frequent attacks on Spanish
shipping undermined their negotiations. Searles brought two Spanish ships
into Jamaica in August, both of which were restored to the Spaniards. In 1665,
Lord Albemarle altered the original orders, permitting Governor Modyford
to issue letters of marque at his discretion. These orders were revised again in
1667, though the privateers only had permission to attack Spanish ships, not
settlements. Thus Searles' 1668 attack on the Florida frigate was sanctioned,
but his sacking of St. Augustine was not.
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by the Dutch privateer Edward Mansfield. Mansfield moved his
forces up the San Juan River in smaller boats under the cover of
-darkness in order to approach the city without raising the alarm,
a tactic Searles would later employ in his raid on St. Augustine.
During 1665 and 1666, Searles also participated in attacks on Costa
Rica, Providence Island, and Tobago. The raid on Tobago in 1666
was particularly lucrative. The pirates stole many slaves to sell in
Barbados, and dismantled and destroyed items they could not take
with them. Two years later, Searles sailed the waters off the coast
of Cuba, hoping to capture Spanish silver galleons. Although he
failed to capture any silver ships, Searles did manage to intercept a
frigate from St. Augustine sent to fetch emergency foodstuffs. This
seems to be when he met Piques, the source of his interest in St.
Augustine. In his colorful, early history of buccaneers, Alexander
0. Exquemelin mentions Searles' failed attempt on the Cuban
coast and suggests that he went to St. Augustine in search of an
easy raid to satisfy his restless crew. On the way Searles seized the
ship bearing St. Augustine's situado. 14

The Raid
Searles arrived off the coast of St. Augustine with both ships on
May 28, 1668. Relying on Piques, he was able to mimic the expected
procedure for arriving ships which often had to wait for the tide to
take them over the sand bar in the harbor. When the local pilot
sailed out in his launch to meet the ship, he was captured and
coerced into conveying the familiar signals that lulled the soldiers
on land into a false sense of security. Searles waited until midnight
to launch his attack. Corporal Miguel de Monzon, who was fishing
at the time, saw the pirates. Although the pirates shot him twice, he
still managed to give at least some advanced notice to the soldiers
of the fort. The pirates tore through the town and ransacked
homes while residents fled to the fort or to the woods. During this
14

Governor Lord Willoughby of Barbados to Sec. Lord Arlington, January 29,
1666, in Calendar of State Papers Colonial America and West Indies, Volume 5,354355; Alexander 0. Exquemelin, The Buccaneers of America (London: Swan
Sonnenschein & co. , n.d.) , 74-76; Haring, 121-122, 135-136; Lane, 112. In his
account, Exquemelin attributes the attack on Granada to Searles' leadership.
Elsewhere, it is attributed to Mansfield. The wealth accumulated from the
attack was sufficient to gain Searles some renuwn and Exquemelin described
Searles as having attained the status of "admiral" among the buccaneers based
out ofJamaica.
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initial invasion, Sergeant Major Nicolas Ponce de Leon was able to
remove one hundred and thirty men, women, and children to the
. safety of the woods. He also tried to regroup the soldiers not on
duty. Governor Guerra y Vega escaped his house and fled to the
fort, but his secretary, Alonso de Ojeada, was killed. 15
After the initial sweep of terror, the pirates organized an
attack on the fort itself. Barricaded in the crumbling wooden fort,
the governor and thirty-three soldiers managed to hold them off.
Unfortunately, the glowing fuses of their matchlock guns gave
away their position in the dark, making it possible for the pirates
to pick them out as they stood at the wall of the fort. During the
attack on the fort five soldiers were killed and another five were
wounded. Nevertheless, Searles and his men were unable to gain
control of the fort, suffering eleven men dead and nineteen
wounded. Rather than continue the unsuccessful assault, they
withdrew and returned to the task of sacking the city. By the time
the pirates retired in the early hours of the morning, they had
stolen most of the moveable wealth in the city and killed sixty
residents. While the pirates were distracted by the attack on the
fort, Guerra y Vega had sent messengers to the woods looking for
scattered soldiers and residents. Eventually they found Sergeant
Major Ponce de Leon who had managed to locate seventy other
soldiers. He brought them to the fort at dawn, but by then the
damage had already been done. 16
Searles' pirates took both material and human prizes. Among
the goods stolen was a large quantity of silver, canvas sails, wax
candles, altar decorations, and jewelry. They took as many as
seventy hostages, including men, women, and children. According
to the accounts of the parish priest and the royal officials, the
pirates also took a number of Indian laborers and servants who
worked for Spanish families. Of particular concern to the officials
who wrote accounts of the attack were ten or twelve young women
of elite families who were held for ransom. The parish priest,
Francisco de Sotolongo, offered himself as a prisoner in order
15
16

Arana, "The Basis of a Permanent Fortification," 4-6.
Viceroy of New Spain Marques de Mancera to Queen, March 15, 1670 and
December 26, 1670, SD 852; Governor Cendoya of Florida to Queen, March
24, 1672, SD 839; Governor Cendoya of Florida to the Queen, August 24, 1675,
SD 839;Juan Menendez Marquez to King on conditions in Florida, July 4, 1668,
SD 233; Arana, "The Basis of a Permanent Fortification," 5-7; Arana, "Aid to St.
Augustine after the Pirate Attack, 1668-1670," El Escribano 7, no. 3 (1970), 79.

Published by STARS, 2013

123

Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 92 [2013], No. 3, Art. 1

584

FLORIDA HISTORICAL QUARTERLY

to watch over the young women and protect them from the
pirates. 17 Searles demanded water, meat, and wood in exchange
·for the Spanish captives. Governor Guerra y Vega accepted the
terms of exchange, but requested that Searles leave the city some
flour since St. Augustine was facing a food shortage. According to
Father Sotolongo, the young women were put ashore quickly but
the priest spent six days on the ship with the other hostages while
Guerra y Vega gathered their ransom. Upon complete delivery of
the supplies, the priest and all other Spanish captives were left on
the beach. Searles kept the others he had taken prisoner in order
to sell them as slaves in the Caribbean. 18
The Aftermath

Governor Guerra y Vega and the townspeople feared that since
Searles and his men had sounded the harbor and left the town
intact, they planned to return with a force capable of taking the
city and the fort. Florida's religious and royal officials wrote to the
Governor of Cuba, the Viceroy of New Spain, and the Queen Regent
Mariana for immediate supplies and reinforcements. Although the
pirates had returned some of the flour from the stolen situado ship,
it was insufficient. Governor Guerra y Vega cut back on rations
and commandeered a Cuban frigate at port in Apalache to bring
emergency supplies of maize to St. Augustine. Unfortunately, the
ship ran into bad weather and was wrecked in the Florida Keys.
Searles had left the St. Augustine harbor launch and the frigate
behind, but stole their sails and the spare sail canvas from the royal
warehouse. Without sails, the people of the city had to sew together
smaller bits of canvas in order to put to sea a ship that could send
for help. It was not until August 8 that the frigate was able to sail
for Havana, and it was early September by the time the governor of
Cuba, Francisco Davila Orej6n, received news of the attack. 19

17

18

19

Arana, "The Basis of a Permanent Fortification," 7-8;Juan Menendez Marquez
to King on conditions in Florida,July 4, 1668, SD 233; Francisco de Sotolongo
to the King, July 4, 1668, SD 235.
Francisco de Sotolongo to the King, on conditions in Florida, July 4, 1668, SD
235; Landers, 17. Taking hostages was a common practice among Caribbean
pirates. Spaniards were generally ransomed and others of mixed racial descent
were sold. A mixture of Spanish, Indian, and black hostages were also taken
in the 1682 pirate raid on St. Augustine, though the total was much smaller.
Bushnell, Situado and Saban a, 162.
Arana, "Aid to St. Augustine after the Pirate Attack," 76.
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In his letter to Governor Davila Orej6n and in later assessments,
Governor Guerra y Vega blamed Sergeant Major Ponce de Leon
for leading the soldiers and their families to the forest rather than
organizing a counterattack while the buccaneers looted the town.
The governor argued that he was unfit for his post since he was a
criollo, or someone born in the colonies rather than Spain. Moreover,
he had no other military background or training beyond his service
in Florida. These accusations were part of a larger contest to find
someone to blame for the devastating sack of the city. They were
also symptomatic of the political rivalries within the city. Tensions
between the Spanish governor and the elite criollo families of
Florida had been growing, but the raid created a new opportunity
for both sides to voice their complaints. When Governor Guerra
y Vega asked for reinforcements, he made a point of asking for
Spaniards, not more criollos from Mexico. 20
The parish priest, Father Sotolongo, placed the blame squarely
upon the governor. He told the crown that Guerra y Vega spent
his time chasing women and had neglected his duty to protect the
city. Worse yet, he had been living openly with a mistress, despite
being admonished by the priest. Father Sotolongo even criticized
the governor from the pulpit, undoubtedly fanning the flames
of local politics. The priest viewed the attack as an act of God, a
punishment for Guerra y Vega's sins. A letter from the treasury
official in the colony, Juan Menendez Marquez, also blamed the
governor, citing his mistreatment of Piques as the immediate cause
of the attack. He criticized the Sergeant Major as well, claiming he
was not capable of mounting a real military defense. He believed
that had the Spaniards mounted some kind of counter-attack, the
city might not have been sacked, or at least not have been sacked
so thoroughly. 21
In his own defense, Governor Guerra y Vega cited the speed with
which he ran to the fort to take up arms alongside the few soldiers
who remained to defend it. According to his accounts, without his

20

21

Juan Menendez Marquez to King on conditions in Florida, July 4, 1668, SD 233;
Governor Guerra y Vega to the Queen enclosed in Governor Francisco Davila
Orej6n to the Queen , October 29, 1668, SD 233; Junta de Guerra de Indias,
January 22, 1669, SD 852 (two letters). The Council of the Indies responded
positively, and promised Guerra y Vega "legitimate Spaniards," (second letter).
Francisco de Sotolongo to the King on conditions in Florida, July 4, 1668, SD
235; Juan Menendez Marquez to King on conditions in Florida, July 4, 1668,
SD 233.
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effective leadership, the pirates would have taken the fort as well.
Despite the complaints of his rivals, the governor never faced any
-charges connected to his defense of the city in his residencia, an
audit of his administration. The residencia was usually performed
by the governor's successor and included a critical assessment
of his judicial, military, and financial decisions. In this instance,
Guerra y Vega's successor, don Manuel de Cendoya, was extremely
diligent and also conducted a secret investigation. Male residents
of the city were asked a series of thirty-four questions regarding
Governor Guerra y Vega's character and judgment during his
administration. None of the respondents in the secret inquiry
testified to any morally inappropriate behavior on the part of the
governor, despite being questioned on this topic closely. Perhaps
this was because by the time of the investigation, Governor Guerra
y Vega had married his mistress, Dona Lorenza de Aspiolea, and
legitimized their three children. 22 Royal officials were prohibited
from marrying locally during their time in office, which likely
explains his marriage immediately following the end of his term
as governor. The charges he faced at the end of his term revolved
around the sale of contraband goods, mismanagement of supplies,
and his judgment in sentencing soldiers to serve time at distant
outposts as punishment for their crimes. 23
Before Searles left St. Augustine he freed all his Spanish
hostages, but sailed away with all those who were not of European
descent, including Native Americans and free blacks. If it were
22

23

Doiia Aspiolea had brought three children to the priest for baptism before
1672, but declined to have the father listed in the baptismal record, as she was
unmarried. Her children were thus "naturales," a designation that indicated
they were illegitimate, but their parents could marry if they chose. From the
perspective of the church, obstacles to marriage would have existed if one
or both parents were already married, or if they were too closely related.
Once Doiia Aspiolea and Guerra y Vega were married, the children became
legitimate retroactively, and the priest made a note of this in the baptismal
records. Catholic Parish Records (CPR), St. Augustine, FL, Baptisms,Joseph,
October 9, 1666, Maria, January 15, 1669, and Augustina, February 10, 1671;
CPR, Marriages, Francisco de la Guerra y Vega, July 12, 1671. Guerra y Vega
married Dona Aspiolea just six days after Governor Cendoya took up his post.
Governor de la Guerra y de la Vega to King on Florida, August 8, 1668, SD
225; Residencia of Francisco de la Guerra y de la Vega, Cuaderno 2, Secret
Inquiry, and Cuaderno 3, Charges, Discharges, and Sentence, 1672, EC 155-C,
AGI; (CPR), Baptisms, Augustina, February 10, 1671; CPR, Marriages, 1672.
Guerra y Vega argued that the soldiers in question were slated for more severe
punishment, but he used his authority to spare them and put them to use
instead.
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not for the efforts of Father Sotolongo, those captives might
have vanished from the historical record entirely. While onboard
Searles' ship, the priest argued that the free black and Native
American hostages should be released since they were free people
and subjects of the king, just like the Spanish. The pirate, however,
cared little for the subtleties of race and legal status in the Spanish
American world and departed with all the dark-skinned individuals
he had stolen. In a letter to the King of Spain, Sotolongo recounted
this argument, and begged him to find a way to rescue the captives.
He explained that these were free and rational people, the same
as Spaniards, despite their African and Native American heritage:
Sir, among the prisoners that the enemy held were some
Indians of this province that were in the service of some
citizens and I could not get the enemy to let them go with
the rest of the prisoners. As they were free and possessed
of the same reason as the Spaniards, I also proposed the
esteem your majesty has for the Indians, to which he
responded that it was a specific point in his instruction
and patent from the governor of Jamaica that they would
receive no color but that of the Spanish, considering as
slaves Indians, mulattos, and blacks, although they are by
nature free, I give your majesty notice of this particularity,
if they live, in order to provide a remedy to secure the
liberty of your vassals ... 24
Father Sotolongo also took the liberty of reminding the king of his
obligation to his vassals. 25

24

25

Friar Francisco de Sotolongo to the King, July 4, 1668, SD 235. "Senor entre
los prisioneros que logia el enemigo fueron algunos indios desta Provincia
de los que asistfan en servicio de algunos vecinos, y no pude conseguir con
el enemigo, que los largaste con los demas prisioneros, pues eran libres y
militaba en ellos la misma raz6n que en los espanoles proponiendole tambien
la estimaci6n que Vuestra Majestad hace de los indios, a que me respondi6
que era particular capftulo de su instrucci6n y patente de su gobernador
de Jamaica el no reciban ningD.n color sino fuese el de espanol, dando por
esclavos a Indios, mulatos, y negros, aunque por su naturaleza sean libres, de
esta particularidad doy cuenta a VM para que si vivfa se proveer de remedio
al seguro de la libertad de sus vasallos ... " All translations are mine unless
otherwise noted.
Francisco de Sotolongo to the King, July 4, 1668, SD 235.Father Sotolongo's
choice of words was no accident. His description of the natives as gente de raz6n,
or rational people, emphasized their status as free subjects under Spanish law.
McAlister, 392.
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The priest's concern for the captives taken by Searles is unique
in the correspondence surrounding the pirate raid. Governor
Guerra y Vega mentioned that some Indians were taken, but the
kidnapping of a few Indians clearly did not rank high on his list
of priorities. Treasurer Menendez Marquez commented that
Searles left with some of the sailors he had captured. 26 Since some
Native Americans in the city worked as mariners, it is possible
that the sailors mentioned by the treasurer were of mestizo or
Indian descent. Only Father Sotolongo's letter, however, offers any
indication of the ethnic diversity of the captives Searles kidnapped.
Along with Indians, he mentions mestizos with Spanish fathers as
well as mulattos and blacks. 27
Sotolongo's compelling advocacy was likely the result of his
professional background as a lawyer and a priest. 28 Prior to his
service in Florida, he had practiced law in New Spain, the Yucatan
province, and Havana. As parish priest, Sotolongo ministered to
the residents of the St. Augustine parish, including Spaniards,
mestizos, blacks, and Spanish-speaking Indians who worked in the
city. As the religious leader responsible for the spiritual welfare of
the entire population of the city, Father Sotolongo was most likely
to recognize the black, Indian, and mestizo captives on the ship
and know their parentage and legal status. 29
The priest's passionate and articulate advocacy was undoubtedly
influenced by his relationship with the captives, but the raid may
have dealt a blow to his ego as well, because a recent English convert
under the priest's tutelage also left with the pirates. John Henry
Woodward was a young English surgeon who accompanied Captain
Robert Sanford in his exploration of the South Carolina coast in
26

27
28

29

Governor Guerra y Vega to the Queen, August 8, 1668, SD 225; Governor
of Cuba Francisco Davila Orejon to the Queen, with enclosures from the
Governor of Florida, October 29, 1668, SD 233; Juan Menendez Marquez to
the Queen,July 4, 1668, SD 233.
Friar Francisco de Sotolongo to the King, July 4, 1668, SD 235; Testimony of
Francisco de Sotolongo, November 2, 1689, SD 864.
Father Sotolongo was one of a series of diligent and talented parish priests who
shaped religious life in seventeenth-century St. Augustine. His predecessor,
Father Cristobal Bonifaz de Ribera, was promoted to Havana and eventually
attained the position of ecclesiastical judge and vicario general for that city.
Service and merits of Cristobal Bonifaz de Ribera, n.d. Indiferente General
(IG) 201, AGL
Testimony of Father Sotolongo, November 2, 1689, SD 864; Robert L. Kapitzke,
Religion, Power, and Politics in Colonial St. Augustine (Gainesville: University Press
ofFlorida, 2001) , 27, 134, 152.
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1666. Woodward allowed himself to be exchanged as a hostage
at Santa Elena for the cacique's nephew, who left with Sanford,
and soon learned the Native American language and trade routes.
He then surrendered to a Spanish patrol and was taken to St.
Augustine in 1667. Once there, he expressed interest in converting
to Catholicism. Father Sotolongo educated the young man in
Catholic doctrine, and they passed the time by conversing in Latin.
The priest baptized Woodward in March 1668. 30
Shortly after, Woodward left with Searles' crew, now possessing
useful knowledge of the indigenous networks in the Southeast and
Spanish defenses in Florida. His defection contributed to Spanish
fears that the English would return in greater force to take the city.
Searles carried Woodward to the Leeward Islands where he served
as a surgeon on a privateering ship in order to earn money for a
return trip to England. A little over one year later his ship was caught
in a storm and he was cast ashore on Nevis. From Nevis Woodward
travelled to Barbados and joined the expedition sent to settle
Carolina where his critical knowledge of the region would soon be
put to good use. 31 Woodward went on to become the architect of
diplomatic and trade relations between the English colonists and
the native chiefdoms of the Southeast. In light of his subsequent
career, it is tempting to suggest that Woodward's interest in the
Catholic faith was a ruse designed to give him freer access to the St.
Augustine community. If Father Sotolongo realized the full extent
of his betrayal while aboard Searles' ship, he certainly did not hint at
it in his royal correspondence. Nevertheless, it may have influenced
the tone of outrage evident in the priest's letter to the king. 32
In his report, the Governor of Cuba commented that by the
time he received notice of the pirate raid, it was too late to go in
search of the buccaneers or recover the people and goods stolen
from St. Augustine. 33 Since he left Woodward in the Leeward
Islands, Searles might have chosen to sell his cargo of slaves there,
30

CPR, Baptisms, Woodward, March 24, 1668; Joseph W. Barnwell, "Dr. Henry
Woodward, the First English Settler in South Carolina, and Some of His
Descendants," South Carolina Historical and Genealogical Magazine 8 (1907), 3031.
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Barnwell, "Dr. Henry Woodward," 32; Robert M. Weir, Colonial South Carolina,
A History (New York: KTO Press: 1983) , 58.
Hoffman, 143, 145-146; Verner Crane, The Southern Frontier, 1670-1732 (Ann
Arbor: University of Michigan Press, 1956), 6-7, 324.
Governor of Cuba Francisco Davila Orej6n to the Queen, with enclosures from
the Governor of Florida, October 29, 1668, SD 233.
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but the most likely locales were Barbados or Jamaica. He had sold
his plunder in Barbados at least once before, after the 1666 raid
on Tobago. Future research in the English colonial archives may
reveal more about the fate of the St. Augustine captives. 34
Searles' attack reaffirmed the strategic importance of St.
Augustine to the security of Spanish shipping in the region and
his theft of free men for the slave market of Port Royal highlighted
the continued connections between piracy and the slave trade .35
The Searles raid was only the opening salvo, foreshadowing
greater conflict to come. In the latter half of the seventeenth
century the English presence in North America and the Caribbean
grew rapidly and English port cities sprang up along the eastern
seaboard offering pirates and merchants a number of new outlets
for trade and the sale of contraband goods. Pirates raided Florida
frequently in the 1680s. 36 As historians continue to investigate the
place of Florida in the greater Atlantic world and mysteries such as
the fate of Searles' prisoners, the fluid and complex connections
between Spanish Florida and their European challengers will come
in to even sharper focus.
The Searles raid was but one of many pirate attacks on
vulnerable Spanish ports, but the argument between the priest and
the pirate hints at the imperial clashes to come between Spain and
England, conflicting understandings of race and status, and the
undercurrents of commerce that so deeply influenced imperial
and local life.
34

35

36

A letter from Modyford suggests that Searles was not seen in Jamaica between
1668 and March 1670 when he arrived at Port Morant with a crew of seventy
men. Searles heard that the governor was angry with him for the sacking of St.
Augustine and sailed to Macaray Bay to avoid answering for his actions. He was
arrested about a month later but released later that year, in time to participate
in Henry Morgan's 1670 raid on Panama. If Searles went to Jamaica with his
captives, he managed to do so without attracting Modyford's attention or giving
the governor his share of the booty. Governor Sir Thomas Modyford to Sec.
Lord Arlington, March 18, 1670, and April 20, 1670, in W. Noel Sainsbury, ed.,
'America and West Indies', Calendar ofState Papers Colonial, America and West Indies,
Volume 7: 1669-1674 (London: Eyre and Spotiswoode, 1889), 57-64; William
Dampier, Dampier's Voyages (Edinburgh: Ballantine, Hansen, & Co., 1906), 154;
Zehedieh, "The Merchants of Port Royal," 588-590; Lane, 117. Modyford took a
cut of all the privateering profits that passed through Jamaica.
For more on the connections between piracy and the slave trade, see Elliott,
224-226; Lane, 34-37; Kenneth R. Andrews, Trade, Plunder, and Settlement:
Maritime Enterprise and the Genesis of the British Emfrire, 1480-1630 (Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press, 1985), 117-120.
Bushnell, Situado and Sabana, 161-166; Landers, 21.
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Colonialism on the Spanish Florida Frontier:
Mission San Luis, 1656-1704
by Bonnie G. McEwan
h e status of indigenous chiefs in the Americas was
acknowledged by Spaniards in 1492. 1 This resulted in a
hierarchical social order of republics, including "a Republic
of Spaniards, a Republic of Indians, and a "third order" of free
blacks and mixed bloods ... presumed to have an African taint." 2
During the seventeenth century, this framework became an
important element in structuring the Indies and other colonies
such as La Florida. 3 In exchange for allegiance and tribute
obligations, chiefs received special privileges, immunities, honorific
titles, and material gifts that reinforced their status. However, the

T
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Cen tury Florida,"' in Powhatan's Mantle: Indians in the Colonial Southeast,
ed. Peter H. Wood, Gregory A. Waselkov and M. Thomas Hatley (Lincoln:
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recognition of native nobility and indigenous political structures
never precluded the fact that Spaniards always constituted the
.superior order or republic, and they alone controlled the rules by
which their settlements were governed. 4
This essay is concerned with the development of San Luis
de Talimali, the provincial capital of Apalachee Province from
1656-1 704 (Figure 1). Long-term archaeological research has
revealed two distinct periods of occupation, both of which lasted
approximately one-quarter century. Phase I (1656-ca. 1680)
represents the initial settlement when San Luis was first established
at its present location at the behest of Governor Diego de Rebolledo
for Spanish military advantage. At the time, San Luis's native
leaders maintained some degree of cooperation with Spaniards,
even though other Apalachee chiefs and friars objected to an
expanded military presence in the region. The archaeological
evidence for this period is significant because it provides our first
insights into the organization of a major mission-era Apalachee
village. It is also compelling since, despite the fact that San Luis
was built with some degree of Spanish oversight, no other native
structures on this scale have been found at pre- or post-contact sites
in Spanish Florida. It suggests that the Apalachee living at San
Luis made a reasoned assessment of their situation and devised
strategies for adapting to it.
The archaeological evidence for Phase II (ca. 1680-1704)
is equally fascinating. It reveals marked changes in the San
Luis landscape with the creation of a Spanish settlement and
an expanded garrison. The remains of many of these Spanish
structures lay atop those of native dwellings, and suggest the
displacement of Apalachee residents as the European community
expanded.
HISTORICAL BACKGROUND
A unique historical relationship existed between San Luis and
Spaniards that dated back to the first entradas to enter Apalachee
Province. The ancestor village of the settlement that became the
San Luis mission in the 1630s first appears in the historical record
a century earlier. Chroniclers referred to it variously as Anhayca

4

McAlister, 391-396.
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Figure 1. Location of Apalachee Province and San Luis relative to St. Augustine .
Graphic by John LoCastro.

Apalache, Nixaxipa, Inaihica, Inihayca, Xinayca, and Anhaica.
Anhaica, the name used by the Fidalgo de Elvas, 5 will be used here.
Anhaica was first visited by the Panfilo de Narvaez entrada
in 1528, and their hostile encounter was described in the only
account of this expedition published by Cabeza de Vaca. 6 A decade
later, Hernando de Soto's expeditionary forces commandeered
Anhaica for five months as their 1539-1540 winter encampment.
This violent encounter is chronicled by the Fidalgo de Elvas,

5

6

The Fidalgo of Elvas, True Relation of the Vicissitudes that Attended the Governor
Don Hernando de Soto and Some Nobles of Portugal in the Discovery of the Province
of Florida, Volume 1, trans. Buckingham Smith, ed. Edward Gaylord Bourne,
(New York: A. S. Barnes, 1904).
A.lvar Nunez Cabeza de Vaca, The Narrative ofAlvar Nunez Cabeza da Vaca, trans.
by Fanny Bandelier, (Barre, MA: The Imprint Society, 1972).
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Rodrigo Ranjel, Luys Hernandez de Biedma, and Garcilaso de
la Vega. 7 Taken together, these accounts make Anhaica among
.the most thoroughly documented protohistoric villages in what
was to become Spanish Florida. 8 The other major Apalachee
village named in these accounts was Ivitachuco. Located east of
Anhaica, Ivitachuco was the first Apalachee settlement the entradas
encountered. There is some evidence to suggest that the chiefs of
San Luis and Ivitachuco, the mostimportantleaders in the province,
may have been brothers or part of the same ruling lineage. 9 During
times of peace Ivitachuco's chief may have prevailed, but San Luis's
chief apparently assumed preeminence when the province was at
war. Sixteenth-century Spaniards consistently referred to Anhaica's
chief as the "lord of Apalachee."
In 1987, B. Calvin Jones identified the site of Anhaica
(8Le53B/8Le282)
on a ridgetop in downtown Tallahassee,
approximately one-half mile east of the modern capitol complex. 10
Jones initiated the investigation of the site (commonly referred
to as the Martin site), and was later joined by Charles Ewen
who conducted additional excavations and also undertook a
broad-scale survey of the surrounding area. 11 They recovered a
number of temporally diagnostic artifacts consistent with an early
sixteenth-century entrada. These included specific types of Old

7

8

9
10

11

The Fidalgo of Elvas, True Relation; Gonzalo Fernandez de Oviedo y Valdes,
A Narrative of de Sotos Expedition Based on the Diary of Rodrigo Ranjel, His Private
Secretary, Volume 2, ed. and trans. Edward Gaylord Bourne, (New York: A. S.
Barnes, 1904); Luis Hernandez de Biedma, Relation of the Conquest of Florida
Presented lYy Luys Hernandez de Biedrna in the Year 1544 to the King in Council,
Volume 2, trans. Buckingham Smith, ed. Edward Gaylord Bourne, (New York:
A. S. Barnes, 1904); Garcilaso de la Vega, The Florida of the Inca, trans. and ed.
John G. Varner and Jeannette J. Varner, (Austin: University of Texas Press,
1980).
Lawrence A. Clayton, Vernon James Knight, Jr., and Edward C. Moore, eds.,
The DeSoto Chronicles: The Expedition of Hernando de Soto to North America, 15391543 (Tuscaloosa: University of Alabama Press, 1993).
Hann, Apalachee, 98-99.
Louis D. Tesar and B. Calvin Jones, "In Search of the 1539-1540 de Soto
Expedition Wintering Site in Apalachee," The Florida Anthropologist 42, no. 4
(December 1989) , 352.
Charles R. Ewen, "The DeSoto-Apalachee Project: The Martin Site and
Beyond," The Florida Anthropologist 42, no. 4 (December 1989), 340-360;
Charles R. Ewen, "The Archaeology of the Governor Martin Site," in Hernando
de Soto among the Apalachee: The Archaeology of the First Winter Encampment, comp.
Charles R. Ewen and John H. Hann (Gainesville: University Press of Florida,
1998), 51-113.
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World Spanish ceramics and glass beads, five copper coins, an iron
crossbow quarrel, chain mail, wrought iron hardware, and a pig
maxilla with four intact teeth (a herd of pigs accompanied the
de Soto expedition as "meat on the hoof') .12 Archaeologists also
identified the remains of three dwellings, smudge pits, a hearth,
cooking pits, a borrow pit or clay mine, and a possible cistern. Two
burials pits were also encountered; one contained the remains of
an adult male whose bones were severely burned and the other
held the remains of a child. 13
More than sixty years after de Soto's violent encounter with
the region's native inhabitants, Apalachee Indians began having
contact with Franciscans working in western Timucua. In 1608,
one of the most remarkable friars, Fray Martin Prieto, brokered a
cessation of the long-standing warfare between the Timucua and
Apalachee at Ivitachuco. This event represented the first time
the Apalachee as a people made an attempt to establish peaceful
relations with the Spaniards. The importance of Anhaica's chief
was reflected once again as he was selected to go to St. Augustine to
render the province's obedience to the Crown and request friars. 14
The Apalachee's initial request for missionaries was denied. A few
years later, in 1612, Governor Juan Fernandez de Olivera stated
that he was still not prepared to provision or protect friars over
such a long distance. 15 It would be another twenty years before
conditions allowed the formal mission expansion into Apalachee
Province to occur.
The repartimiento labor system and disease gradually took its toll
on the early Guale, Mocama, and Timucua mission populations
along the Atlantic coastal plain and sea islands. 16 This prompted
Governor Luis de Horruytiner to finally authorize the Franciscan

12

13
14

15
16

Daniel Seinfeld of the Florida Bureau of Archaeological Research recently
tested the pig remains using accelerator mass spectrometry and found them to
be more recent than the sixteenth century. He also re-evaluated the field data
from Anhaica and found that the context within which they were recovered
was disturbed .
Ewen, Archaeology of the Governor Martin Site, 66-68, 71.
Maynard Geiger, The Franciscan Conquest of Florida (1573-1618) (Washington,
D.C.: The Catholic University of America, 1937) , 230; Luis Geronimo de Ore,
"The Martyrs of Florida (1513-1616)," trans. Maynard Geiger, Franciscan Studies
18Uuly1936), 115-117.
Geiger, "The Franciscan Conquest of Florida (1573-1618) ," 241.
See Worth, Timucuan Chiefdoms of Spanish Florida, Volumes 1 and 2, for detailed
discussions.
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move into Apalachee in 1633, 17 laying the foundation for the
province to eventually serve as the primary source of labor and
·provisions for St. Augustine. The region was not only among
the most fertile in Spanish Florida, but Apalachee was densely
populated with natives who were sedentary agriculturalists, making
them ideal subjects for missionization.
San Luis de Anhaica was among the first missions established
in Apalachee Province and was probably named in honor of the
Governor. During his broad-scale survey of the Anhaica site, Ewen
identified a mission component he believed to be the original site
of San Luis de Anhaica, which was occupied between 1633-1656. 18
His identification of the early San Luis mission site was supported
by John Hann's comparison of three mission lists. The 1655 list
has San Luis located one league (or 2.6 miles) east-southeast of two
post-1656 lists, placing the original San Luis mission in downtown
Tallahassee close to Anhaica (the Martin site) or the nearby capitol
complex. 19
Spanish activity in Apalachee increased in 1638 when the
governor stationed the first soldiers in the province and, the
following year, a frigate made the first run from Apalachee
Bay (San Marcos) to St. Augustine in under thirteen days. The
identification of a suitable port provided a critical alternative
transportation route between St. Augustine and Apalachee, and
greatly enhanced the region's economic importance to the colony.
Claudio Luis de Florencia, who had earlier been stationed at
San Marcos, was appointed Apalachee's first deputy governor in
1645 and established his headquarters at San Luis de Anhaica. 20
Florida Governor Benito Rufz de Salazar y Vallecilla also had a
personal stake in the region after establishing a farm at Asile on
the border between Yustaga and Apalachee provinces in 1645. The
Asile hacienda produced wheat and com, and bred livestock such
as hogs, horses, and mules to serve as pack animals. 21 It quickly
became apparent that Apalachee Province could not only meet

17
18
19
20
21

Hann , Apalachee, 13.
" 366.
Ewen, "The DeSoto-Apalachee Project: The Martin Site and Beyond,
John H. Hann, "Summary Guide to Spanish Florida Missions and Visitas," The
Americas XLVI, no. 4 (April 1990), 486.
With few exceptions, Apalachee lieutenant governors from this time forward
resided at San Luis.
Amy Turner Bushnell, "Republic of Spaniards, Republic of Indians," 72.
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the needs of the garrison, but also held significant potential for
enterprising Spaniards.
By 1647, eightApalachee villages had already become missions.
As far as we know, each of these missions was established in an
extant village where at least a church was presumably incorporated
into the native landscape. There were, however, a number of
natives, including non-Christian Apalachee and even some recent
converts, who became increasingly uncomfortable with the growing
Spanish presence and developed a plot against them. Their revolt
began by inviting the deputy governor and his family to a fiesta at
the Bacuqua mission away from their San Luis residence. Claudio
Florencia and many of his family members, along with three friars,
were brutally killed and seven of the eight mission churches were
burned. 22 The six soldiers stationed in Apalachee were unharmed
since they were at the Asile farm at the time of the attack. 23 The
Apalachee revolt was met with a forceful response by Spanish
soldiers from St. Augustine who were accompanied by hundreds
of Timucuan warriors. The twelve Apalachee ringleaders were
executed, and twenty-six others were pressed into hard labor. The
repartimiento, or tribute obligation, from which they had previously
been exempt, was finally imposed on the Apalachee in exchange
for amnesty. Significantly, the native leaders of San Luis were not
complicit in the Apalachee rebellion and, in fact, San Luis's chief
facilitated the escape of the five remaining friars to Timucua. 24 He
would later lead the Apalachee opposition to the Timucua revolt
of 1656. 25
The Apalachee rebellion and its aftermath set the stage for the
next half century during which the Apalachee were increasingly
drawn into the Spaniards' orbit. Many of the conflicts that
would plague their relationship were previewed at the early Asile
hacienda, ranging from the misappropriation of native land to
uncompensated Apalachee labor. 26 It was also a cruel coincidence
22
23

24
25
26

Hann, Apalachee, 17-18.
This was not unexpected since an unofficial role of soldiers at the time was
to serve as fiscal agents and protect the investments of governors and other
leading Spaniards.
Worth, Timucuan Chiefdoms of Spanish Florida, Volume 1, 120-121.
John H . Hann, trans., "Governor Rebolledo 's 1657 Visitation of Three Florida
Provinces and Related Documents," Florida Archaeology 2 (1986): 115-119.
Governor Diego de Rebolledo, Residencia of Governor Benito Ruiz de Salazar
Vallecilla, 1657, AGI, Escribania de Camara, legajo 155 B. Microfilm roll 27-F,
P. K Yonge Library of Florida History.

Published by STARS, 2013

137

Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 92 [2013], No. 3, Art. 1

598

FLORIDA HISTORICAL QUARTERLY

that the Apalachee rebels had killed members of the powerful
Florencia family during the 1647 revolt. Children, grandchildren,
·and extended family of the slain Florencias came to dominate
the province, and were also related by blood or marriage to the
other leading families of Spanish Florida. 27 But perhaps the most
ominous indication of things to come was a remark made by the
governor in 1647 that all the other Indians [except Apalachee]
were "nearly used up." 28

The Relocation of San Luis
In the wake of the 1656 Timucuan Rebellion, Governor
Rebolledo embarked on an ambitious plan to reorganize Spanish
Florida. He consolidated Timucuan villages along the Camino Real
to populate the corridor between Apalachee and St. Augustine
and facilitate the movement oflaborers and goods to the capital. 29
Rebolledo also insisted on expanding the San Luis garrison to
twelve and building a blockhouse at a new site of the Spaniards'
choosing. While some Apalachee leaders and friars objected to this
move, the chief of San Luis complied and agreed to move his village
to the new location. Rebolledo's deputy in command, SergeantMajor Adrian de Caiiisares y Osorio, reported to the governor that
there was some jealousy among other native leaders, "for it appears
that even the chiefs of Apalachee have some envy toward him [San
Luis's chief] that he welcomes the Spaniards and esteems them,
and they want to see him make a mistake in something so that your
excellency might form a poor opinion of him." 30
Spanish officials selected a ridge over 200 feet above sea level
for their military headquarters. "And to the chief and other leading
men of this village [San Luis], which is closest to the sea, it appears

27

28

29
30

John H. Hann and Bonnie G. McEwan, The Apalachee Indians and Mission San
Luis (Gainesville: University Press of Florida, 1998), 54-61. The Florencias
were related to the Menendez Marquez, Badajoz, Horruytiner, Canizares,
Mejia, and Uriza families (witness testimony of Penalosa in Francisco de
C6rcoles y Martinez, Letter to the King, 20 July 1709, AGI, Santo Domingo
843,SC).
Amy Bushnell, "Patricio de Hinachuba: Defender of the Word of God, the
Crown of the King and the Little Children of Ivitachuco, American Indian
Cultureand&searchjournal3Quly1979), 5.
Worth, Timucuan Chiefdoms of Spanish Florida, Volume 2, 88-105.
John H. Hann, trans., "Adrian de Canisares y Osorio, Letter to Governor
Rebolledo, May21, 1657," FloridaArchaeology2(1986),117.
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that the most suitable for making the said fort and settlement in
the district of this province [is] the spot that would appear most
suitable to the said senor governor. .. "31 John Hann believed that
the chief essentially moved his village of San Luis de Anhaica from
one end of the territory under his jurisdiction to the other. 32 The
new community became the provincial capital of Apalachee that
Spaniards would eventually call San Luis de Talimali.
Although this represented a significant achievement in
reshaping the colony, Rebelledo actually envisioned much more.
He wanted to build a formal fort with an even larger garrison to
protect the province and the port at San Marcos. Rebolledo also
hoped to create a Spanish settlement in Apalachee to further
exploit its resources. The importance of Apalachee was reinforced
by Rebolledo's successor Governor Don Alsonso de Aranguiz y
Cotes who, as Worth notes, believed that "if Apalachee is lost, the
presidia of St. Augustine is doomed. "33
A province on which all the rest depend, and in particular
this presidia, because in as much as it [Apalachee] is [the
province] which has the most people, they serve every year
in cultivating the fields of the infantry, and without [the
fields] and the corn that is brought from this province,
[the infantry] cannot sustain themselves, on account of
the ordinary ration being insufficient for as many families
as there are here, with which it is an established matter that
if [the Apalachee province] were ever lacking, it would be
necessary to depopulate this presidio. 34
The next detailed assessment of Apalachee Province was in
1675 at the time of Bishop Gabriel Dfaz Vara Calderon's visitation.
San Luis had a native population of 1,400 and it was noted that
non-Apalachee natives were also living in and near the province. 35
The Spanish presence began to increase again in the mid to late
1670s when Governor Pablo Hita Salazar made a number of land

31
32
33
34
35

John H. Hann , trans., "Governor Rebolledo 's 1657 Visitation of Three Florida
Provinces and Related Documents," Florida Archaeology 2 (1986): 94.
John H. Hann, personal communication, 2005.
Worth , Timucuan Chiefdoms of Spanish Florida, Volume 1, 150.
Alonso de Aranguiz y Cotes, Letter to the King, November 9, 1659. AGI Santo
Domingo 839. Translated by John E. Worth , Ibid. , 150.
Mark F. Boyd, "Enumeration of Florida Spanish Missions in 1675," Florida
Historical Quarterly 27 (1948), 184-185.
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grants to Spaniards in the vicinity of San Luis and inaugurated
the creation of a Spanish community. In 1682, the garrison
.was expanded to 45, second only to St. Augustine. 36 This was
accompanied by the increasing grip of Florida's most prominent
families over economic enterprises throughout Spanish Florida,
prompting Hita Salazar's successor, Governor Marquez Cabrera, to
ask the King for outside accountants to check Florida's financial
records. 37
Labor demands, agricultural quotas, out-migration, and
disease all took a toll on the Apalachee population, yet it remained
robust relative to the other mission provinces. According to a 1681
census, San Luis had a population of 968, down nearly one-third
from Calderon's 1675 estimate of 1,400. This was just slightly less
than the total population ofTimucua (998) and considerably more
than Guale and Mocama provinces combined (742), including
Christian Indians and immigrant Yamassee. 38
In 1685, the Spanish settlement at San Luis was still growing
when a new deputy governor was appointed. Antonio Matheos
was unconditionally hostile toward San Luis' leaders and was
known to insult, beat, and even shackle them in leg irons. 39 Natives
lodged complaints against him with little result. Matheos's cruelty
prompted a significant increase in the migration of Christianized
Apalachee to Apalachicola territory in the late 1680s, and relations
between the Apalachee and Spaniards never fully recovered. 40
By the end of the century, it appears that there had been a
systematic erosion of native authority as San Luis' chief lost control
of his village. In 1699, Apalachee chiefs Don Patricio oflvitachuco
and Don Andres of San Luis described their plight to the King:
36
37
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Amy Bushnell, '"That Demonic Game': The Campaign to Stop Indian Pewta
Playing in Spanish Florida, 1675-1684," The Americas 35 Uuly 1978), 2.
Governor Juan Marquez Cabrera, Letter to the King, July 16, 1682. AGI, Santo
Domingo 226, Folios 393-394. Microfilm 28-B, Reel 4, P. K. Yonge Library of
Florida History. Translated by John H. Hann.
Worth, Timucuan Chiefdoms of Spanish Florida, Volume 2, 134-135, Table 7-3. John
Worth has estimated that during the 1670s and 1680s, Apalachee accounted
for more than 80% of the total population of Spanish Florida ( Timucuan
Chiefdoms, Volume 1, 145, Table 10-1).
Hann, Apalachee, 227-228.
Emperor Brims married a woman from a ruling family at Mission San Luis,
referred to as Chieftainness Qua, and his son also married an Apalachee
woman. Qua became part of a pro-English faction with a hatred of Spaniards.
John H. Hann, The Native American World Beyond Apalachee: West Florida and the
Chattahoochee Valley (Gainesville: University Press of Florida, 2006), 91-92.
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... they [Apalachee] likewise built a house of singular
architecture for the infantry, with notable detriment to
us and to the natives, since in addition to the donation
of their personal labor, they brought their own axes and
food, and with the remainder of the timber they made
houses for one of his brothers-in-law and other Spanish
settlers. And as a consequence, the natives of San Luis are
found withdrawn a league into the woods, for their places
have been seized for the Spaniards. For this reason, and
because they flee from the continued labor of the deputy's
house, they do not even go to Mass on feast days.41

The Demise of San Luis
In his attempt to wrest control of the Southeast, Carolina
Governor James Moore led an assault on Spanish Florida in 1702.
The Guale and northern Timucua missions were left in ruin and
the town of St. Augustine in flames. Moore subsequently targeted
the poorly protected western territories. During the first invasion
in January 1704, Spaniards expected him to carry out his threat
to attack San Luis. They issued orders to pull down the stockade
around the convent and take the timbers to the fort for firewood.
Orders were issued to burn down the council house, convent, and
Spanish houses, and to dismantle the church to provide a clear
field of fire around the fort. 42 Although Moore's forces retreated
before reaching San Luis during the first assault wave, it was in
their sights when they returned six months later. Rather than have
the fort fall into British hands, the Spaniards and Apalachee set it
ablaze prior to withdrawing from the province at the end of July
1704.
Some of the natives from Apalachee Province who were
not killed outright, enslaved, or forcibly relocated into English
41

42

Don Patricio (Cacique oflvitachuco) and Don Andres (Cacique of San Luis),
Letter to the King, February 12, 1699. Mark F. Boyd, trans., "Fort San Luis:
Documents Describing the Tragic End of the Mission Era," in Here They Once
Stood: The Tragi,c End of the Apalachee Missions, ed. by Mark F. Boyd, Hale G.
Smith, and John W. Griffin, (Gainesville: University of Florida Press, 1951) , 25.
Testimony of Nicolas Mendes, July 8, 1709, question 11. Unpublished
translation by John H. Hann, 35. Governer Francisco de C6rcoles y Martinez
to the King, St. Augustine,July 20, 1709. Archivo General de lndias, Sevilla, SD
843, Stetson Collection, bundle 4510, P. K. Yonge Library of Florida History.
The archaeology revealed that the church was actually burned down.
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territory chose to defect. Others relocated with the Spaniards to
St. Augustine or Pensacola. In a strange twist of fate, it was the
. chief of Ivitachuco and his people who eventually settled near the
Spaniards in St. Augustine. The Apalachee survivors from San Luis
chose a different path. Their disaffection for the Spaniards was
complete, and they accepted Le Mayne de Bienville's invitation to
relocate to his newly established French colony on Mobile Bay. 43
THE ARCHAEOLOGICAL IMAGE

Pre-Mission Activity at San Luis de Talimali
One of the most remarkable findings at San Luis is that there
is little evidence of prehistoric activity at this idyllic location. A
single paleo projectile point (Suwannee) was recovered northwest
of the friary, and small amounts of fiber-tempered pottery and
a few Archaic points have been found near the fort and in the
eastern portion of the site referred to as the Spanish village. A
brief Woodland occupation is also indicated by concentrations of
Swift Creek pottery under the blockhouse foundations, around a
brick building in the north field, and in the meadow north of the
central plaza. In fact, a Woodland-era pit filled with Swift Creek
pottery, bisected by a mission-period trash pit near the deputy
governor's house, is one of the few confirmed prehistoric features
at the site. A small amount oflate prehistoric Mississippian pottery
(Lake Jackson Incised and Fort Walton Incised) has also been
recovered near the friary and scattered in other areas, but there
is noticeably less evidence of this type than Woodland ceramics.
One isolated smudge pit filled with charred corn cobs (burned for
insect control) in the vicinity of the southwestern moat may also be
prehistoric based on its depth, but no artifacts were associated with
it. In sum, there is little evidence of a significant or sustained premission occupation at San Luis.

The Mission Period: Phase One 1656 to ca. 1680
Apalachee Presence at San Luis
In a report to Governor Rebolledo dated May 8, 165 7, Caiiisares
y Osorio indicated that San Luis 's chief had completed moving his

43

H ann and McEwan , The Apalachee Indians and Mission San L uis, 1 72-176.
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village a few months earlier. He [the chief] stated, " ... they were
presently short of food and because they have not been able to work
as on other occasions because of the past winter and the moving
of his village,"44 indicating that the San Luis village was moved over
the course of a few months. Since the original broad-scale survey of
the site, the south end of the plaza has generally been referred to
as the Apalachee village. 45 Long-term investigations have generally
supported this interpretation and clarified our understanding of
the Apalachee settlement through time. A sitewide pattern has
been slow to emerge, but we now have enough data to confirm
that the initial settlement around the plaza was predominantly
Apalachee in design.

The Plaza
The first step in establishing the new San Luis village was
determining the location of the plaza. Since the Spaniards
commandeered the crest of the hill (north end) for their new fort,
the Apalachee laid out the greatest expanse of level ground on
the south for their plaza, which doubled as their ballfield. All of
the public buildings would subsequently be constructed near its
perimeter facing the plaza (Figure 2). It is unknown if the size
of native plazas was prescribed in any way, but during Apalachee
ballgames the two opposing villages were usually represented by
about 50 players each. This required a sizeable area, presumably
cleared of everything except the goalpost. The earthen ridge
surrounding San Luis's circular plaza is still visible today and
measures 410 feet in diameter. During testing in the Apalachee
village, the ridge was bisected at l 96N 334E. Zone 2 had an
exceptional five levels of midden with artifact concentrations
consistent with accounts of the plaza being swept daily. 46 Other
testing has revealed that the area within the ridge was relatively
devoid of artifacts or features.

44

45
46

Adrian de Caii.isares y Osorio, Letter to Governor Rebolledo, May 8, 1657.
Translation of Govener Rebolledo's 1657 Visitation of Three Florida Provinces
and Related Documents. John H . H ann, trans. , Florida
haeology
Arc
2 (1986),
116.
See Gary Shapiro, "Archaeology at San Luis: Broad-Scale Testing, 1984-1985,"
FloridaArchaeolog;y
3
(1987): 1-271.
Bonnie G. McEwan, "Archaeology of the Apalachee Village at San Luis de
Talimali," Florida Archaeological Reports 28 (November 1992), 17.
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Figure 2. Distrbution of Apalachee structures (Al-7) and possible Apalachee
structures (PA 1-3) near the central plaza. Shaded areas indicate the boundaries of
excavation units. Graphic by John LoCastro.

The Council House and Chief's House

All of the archaeological evidence suggests that both the
council house and chiefs house were constructed early in the
life of the mission, and that their location remained constant
throughout the mission period. Both buildings reflect ingenious
construction, sophisticated design, and an advanced knowledge of
geometry in order to determine the depth of columns and size of
rafters required to make these buildings structurally sound. 47 The

47

Herschel E. Shepard, "Geometry in Apalachee Buildings at Mission San Luis,"
Southeastern Archa,eolog;y 22, no. 2 (Winter 2003):165-175.
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council house measured over 36 meters (120 feet) in diameter. 48
Nearby depressions are believed to be the clay borrow pits for
building up and leveling the eastern end of its platform base. The
council house contained two concentric rows of benches, and a
small entrance where the building intersected the plaza. Eight
major columns supported beams forming a rigid octagonal cone
on top of which rafters were notched and lashed into place. The
butt end of the rafters rested on the ground creating a 50 degree
roof slope and a large opening or skylight at the top of the building.
Smudge pits filled with charred corn cobs were found in a random
pattern under the benches, and a large hearth ( 4.2 m or 13.9 feet
in diameter) was identified in the center of the building.
Preliminary investigations at the council house suggested
that the entire structure may have been rebuilt at least once, and
perhaps twice. Subsequent excavation of all eight major columns
has clarified that two or three columns were replaced at a time, but
they were never all replaced at once. 49 In other words, over time
the council house required significant periodic repairs, but it was
never completely dismantled and rebuilt.
The adjacent chiefs house was equally remarkable in size at 19
m (65 feet) in diameter, and was essentially a smaller version of the
council house. 50 It contained a single row of benches and many of
the same features as the council house, including smudge pits and
a central hearth. Material remains and stratigraphy suggest that
the chiefs house was constructed a short time after the council
house.
Apalachee Houses
Other Apalachee structures identified to date (AP3-7) fall
within the 5 to 7 meter range (16 to 23 feet) typical for Apalachee
dwellings, 51 with the exception of Structure 6, which was slightly

48
49
50

51

Gary Shapiro and Bonnie G. McEwan, "Archaeology at San Luis Part One: The
Apalachee Council House," Florida Archaeowgy 6 (1992): 1-174.
Jerry W. Lee, Summary of 1997-1998 Excavations in the Council House, 2003
manuscript on file , Mission San Luis, Tallahassee, 7.
Bonnie G. McEwan, "Archaeology of the Apalachee Village at San Luis de
Talimali," 51.
John F. Scarry and Bonnie G. McEwan, "Domestic Architecture in Apalachee
Province: Apalachee and Spanish Residential Styles in the Late Prehistoric
and Early Historic Period Southeast," American Antiquity 60, no. 3 (September
1995), 482-495.
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larger at 9.3 m (31 feet) in diameter. Similar to the chief's house,
the post patterns indicate that these houses were circular and
probably shaped like truncated cones. There is no evidence that
wattle-and-daub construction methods were used on any Apalachee
buildings at San Luis; all of the Apalachee structures appear to
have had thatch-covered walls.
Structure 3. This structure was identified north of the religious
complex very close to the projected camino running through town.
The remains consisted of a prepared clay floor and two concentric
rows of postmolds (burned or decayed posts), the outermost row
of which measured approximately 6.5 m or 21 feet in diameter. 52
Nine smudge pits were also found in association with this building,
one of which contained a mission period-complicated stamped
vessel fragment. Structure 3 was disturbed by European-style wall
trenches which were, in turn, intruded into by a later Spanish
building. The architectural remains of Structure 3 were also
disturbed by a clay mine/trash pit.
Structures 4, 5, and 6. The remains of three native buildings
were identified during the convento (friary) excavations. Structures
4 and 5 were approximately the same size at 5.5-6 m (18-20 feet)
in diameter, and Structure 6 measured 9.5 m (31 feet) in diameter.
At the time of excavation, these native buildings were believed
to be pre-mission based on a scattering of late prehistoric Lake
Jackson pottery nearby. Since that time, however, the analysis has
been completed. Wrought iron hardware and green glass were
identified from closed contexts inside these dwellings indicating
that they actually date to the early mission period.
Structure 7. This native dwelling was identified on the eastern
edge of the plaza during excavations in the Spanish village. A
postmold and smudge pit were sectioned and confirmed, and
numerous other areas believed to be associated with this building
were mapped. This also appears to be a mission-period building
based on the recovery of Mission Red-Filmed pottery in the
postmold. Preliminary projections suggest a building just over 7 m
(about 23 feet) in diameter.

52

Jerry W. Lee, "The Religious Complex of Mission San Luis, Block 2 Excavation,
1998-1999, 2005," manuscript on file , Mission San Luis, Tallahassee, 31.
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Other Possible Apalachee Buildings
Three additional native buildings may have been located, but
they will require further investigation. These are shown on Figure
2 as possible Apalachee structures (PAI-3).
1) Burned clay fragments identified on the west side of
the plaza near 158N 350E were suggestive of a clay floor
similar to that found at the chief's house.
2) An auger test at 70N 4 70E penetrated a feature with
concentrations of charcoal and aboriginal artifacts.
Given its proximity to the chief's house and council
house, it may be part of, or associated with, an Apalachee
structure.
3) In 2001, two possible postmolds were identified and
photographed in a trench by staff while monitoring the
installation of a new water line. These postmolds were
located at SOON 280E, northeast of the fort complex,
and were suggestive of native construction.

Other Aboriginal Features
Only two concentrations of aboriginal midden have been
identified to date at San Luis. One area was clearly associated with
the council house and the other was near the chief's house - the two
native structures that remained standing throughout the mission
period. Middens associated with other Apalachee structures were
likely destroyed during the Spanish occupation or have yet to be
identified.
Other Apalachee features found at San Luis were related to
cooking, trash disposal, and storage. A hearth or cooking pit was
identified just north of the council house under a mission-era
midden. Another large hearth was found near the chiefs house,
along with a large refuse pit containing a number of reconstructable
vessels. Other Apalachee features identified included a cooking
pit, which intruded into a storage pit that contained both Indian
and Spanish materials. 53

53

Bonnie G. McEwan, "Archaeology of the Apalachee Village at San Luis de
Talimali," 8-10.

Published by STARS, 2013

147

Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 92 [2013], No. 3, Art. 1

608

FLORIDA HISTORICAL QUARTERLY

The Early Fort
The chief of San Luis promised Governor Rebolledo that "in
his new village they would build a very capacious and strong house
for him." 54 There is little doubt that one of the first structures
built at San Luis was some type of fortification. There were at least
two forts built at San Luis and, in all likelihood, they were both
located at the crest of the hill which provided a clear view of the
surrounding countryside and had the closest access to the springs
below. The first fort probably housed the garrison as well as the
deputy governor, and was likely the same building mentioned by
Bishop Calderon in 1675: "In the mission of San Luis, which is the
principal one of the province, resides a military officer in a country
house defended by pieces of ordnance and a garrison of infantry. "55
Beyond these meager descriptions, nothing is known of this
structure. The construction of the formal blockhouse in the 1690s,
presumably at the same location (discussed in Phase Two), along
with its intentional destruction in 1704, precluded our ability to
tease the remains of the initial fortification from the massive debris
of the later one.

The Church
Archaeologists have devoted considerable attention to mission
church architecture. 56 While variation has been attributed to local
building materials, village size, and the degree of oversight by
friars, some early Apalachee churches were constructed prior to
the arrival of Franciscans in 1633 and may have had a distinctly
native appearance. Fray Lorenzo Martinez made the following
observation in September 1612:
... the missionaries who have visited Apalache have been
received with great charity and appeals that they remain.

54
55
56

Adrian de Caiiisares y Osorio, Letter to Governor Rebolledo, May 8, 1657.
Translated by John H. Hann, FWridaArchaeology 2 (1986), 116.
Calderon, 9.
See Rochelle A. Marrinan, "Archaeological Investigations at Mission Patale,
1984-1992," in The Spanish Missions of La Florida, ed. Bonnie G. McEwan
(Gainesville: University Press of Florida, 1993), 244-294; Rebecca Saunders,
"Ideal and Innovation: Spanish Mission Architecture in the Southeast,"
in Columbian Consequences Volume 2: Archaeologi,cal and Historical Perspectives
on the Spanish Borderlands East, ed. David Hurst Thomas (Washington, D.C.:
Smithsonian Institution Press, 1990) , 527-542. See also McEwan, this volume.
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On being told that there were no missionaries free to take
up this work, the Indians insisted that they indicate a site
for setting up a cross and that they had built churches
after their own fashion to be ready when the missionaries
should become available. 57
This was not the case when San Luis moved in the mid-1650s.
San Luis had two resident friars when it was relocated in 1656,
Frays Martin de Villa Nueva and Bartolome de Vergara. One of
Apalachee's first two permanent friars, Pedro Munoz, was also still
living in the province at the time. Since Spanish authorities had
selected the new site for their western capital, there is little doubt
that the construction of this particular church was guided by these
Franciscans.
We have a thorough understanding of the mission church at San
Luis since most of the perimeter posts and many of the major support
columns had to be completely excavated prior to its reconstruction.
The architectural data were analyzed by preservation architect
Herschel Shepard, along with other project architects and structural
engineers. 58 The church measured 15 x 34 m (50 x 110 feet) and was
oriented 75 degrees west of north. Shepard determined the San Luis
church was designed with a series of bays (based on Spanish varas)
using a European proportional system. 59 The entrance was located
on the east end facing the plaza, and the sanctuary was identified on
the opposite end. Nails were recovered in a non-random pattern
along the exterior walls indicating that the church was faced with
wooden planks. Concentrations of whitewashed wattle and daub
found in the sanctuary suggest that the interior walls in the west end
of the church were plastered. The distinctive wall treatment not
only visually separated the sanctuary from the rest of the church, but
the reflective qualities of the whitewash undoubtedly illuminated
the altar. As with most mission churches excavated to date, the
cemetery was located beneath the floor of the nave and contained

57

58
59

Unpublished translation and summary prepared in 1976 by John H. Hann
from: Fray Lorenzo Martinez, Letter to the King, September 14, 1612. AGI 545-17/ 60, Stetson Collection, P. K. Yonge Library of Florida History.
Hann and McEwan, The Apalachee Indians and Mission San Luis, 86-87. See also
McEwan, this volume.
Herschel E. Shepard, Jr., "San Luis Archaeological and Historic Site, 1995
Excavations of the Church: Architectural Comments," 1996 manuscript on
file, Mission San Luis, Tallahassee.
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an estimated 700-900 individuals. Of the 210 burials studied, all
of those whose ethnicity could be determined were identified as
- native with one possible exception. 60 They were all positioned in a
Christian fashion with their bodies fully extended and their hands
folded on their chest. Seven were interred in coffins, and many
were buried with European materials including beads, crosses, and
protective amulets. 61
The remains of a modest 4.5 x 7.3 m (15 x 24 feet) timberframe
building were found 35 m ( 115 feet) northwest of the church. This
two-room wooden structure (which was actually larger than some
Spanish houses at San Luis) may well have been the original friary.
The paucity of European materials associated with the building
supports this interpretation. There was no burned clay recovered
from the foundation trenches indicating it was dismantled rather
than burned, probably at the same time the Apalachee dwellings
in this area were removed to build the formal religious complex.
The Mission Period: Phase Two-ca. 1680 to 1704
One of the most important features immediately north of
the plaza was the road into San Luis. The original trail between
Apalachee and St. Augustine was extended and improved by the
govenor to facilitate transportation across north Florida.
In the 1680s, military engineer Enrique Primo de Rivera
obtained a contract from Governor Diego de Quiroga
y Losada to haul the royal provision for friars from St.
Augustine to western Timucua and Apalachee. To fulfill
his contract he had to make the camino real passable
by oxcart all the way from St. Augustine to San Luis de
Apalachee. Starting at the western end, the engineer
managed to extend the cartroad as far as San Francisco de
Potano near present-day Gainesville before the governor
suspended his hauling contract. 62

60
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Clark Spencer Larsen and Tiffiny A. Tung, "Mission San Luis de Apalachee:
Final Report on the Human Remains," 2002 manuscript on file , Mission San
Luis, Tallahassee.
Bonnie G. McEwan , "The Spiritual Conquest of La Florida," American
Anthropologist 103, no. 3 (September 2001) , 633-644.
Amy Turner Bushnell, Situado and Sabana: Spain '.s Support System for the Presidio
and Mission Provinces of Florida (New York: American Museum of Natural
History, 1994) , 127.
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Today the Camino Real is a visible depression on San Luis's
western slope, approximately 12 meters ( 40 feet) wide. The visible
portion is oriented 70 degrees west of north, nearly identical to
the orientation of the religious complex. Its trajectory suggests
that it was a major thoroughfare running through the center of
the hilltop community just north of the plaza. This suggests that
facilities for travelers, such as taverns, stables, etc., may have been
located nearby. It is also likely that there were sentries and military
patrols posted along the route in the vicinity of San Luis to protect
the provincial capital and its supply chain.

The Spanish Village
Although there are no censuses detailing the number
of Spanish residents at San Luis, during the 1702 seige of St.
Augustine almost ninety Spaniards from San Luis (along with
ten or eleven from Pensacola) went to their aid. 63 This does not
include the contingent they would have left behind to protect their
own settlement. It is therefore believed that during the height
of military and civilian expansion, there were several hundred
Spanish residents and dozens of Spanish homes at San Luis. To
date we have identified seven of these Spanish dwellings which are
designated Sl-S7 on Figure 3.

Spanish Dwellings
Structure 1. This structure was identified in the field east of
the plaza where the most extensive Spanish village excavations
have taken place. It was a plank building measuring 3.75 x 6 m (12
x 20 feet) and oriented 120 degrees west of north. Albert Manucy
identified it as a common plan house identical to those found in St.
Augustine. 64 Wall trenches (mud sleepers) indicated that the house
was divided into two rooms, and likely had an overhead storage loft.
Structure 1 also had a detached outbuilding, often used as a hen
house or kitchen, although there was no evidence of cooking. No
temporally-sensitive artifacts were recovered from Structure 1, but
it pre-dated Structure 2 so it must have been occupied before 1680.
63

64

Testimony of Juan Francisco, July 8, 1709, question 10. Translated by John
H. Hann, 26. Governer Francisco de C6rcoles y Martinez to the King, St.
Augustine, July 20, 1709. Archivo General de Indias, Sevilla, SD 843, Stetson
Collection, bundle 4510, P. K. Yonge Library of Florida History.
Albert Manucy, personal communication, September 30, 1989.
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Figure 3. Distribution of Spanish structures (Sl-7) and possible Spanish structures
(PSl-5) near the plaza. Shaded areas indicate the boundaries of excavation units.
Graphic by John LoCastro.

Structure 2. A post from this wattle and daub house intruded
into the northeast corner of Structure 1 indicating its later date.
Structure 2 measured 6 x 9 m (20 x 30 feet) and was oriented 85
degrees west of north. There were two nearby clay mines/ trash
pits believed to be associated with this building. The pits were
filled with domestic refuse, including Castillo Polychrome and San
Augustin Blue on White majolica, suggesting a relatively late date
(1680-1700) for this house. 65 Albert Manucy also examined the
remains of this dwelling and believed it was a larger version of a
common plan house. The two rooms, however, were divided by
a partial wall rather than a full length partition. This modified
65

Kathleen Deagan, Artifacts of the Spanish Colonies of Florida and the Caribbean,
1500-1800, volume 1, (Washington, D. C.: Smithsonian Institution Press, 1987),
82-83.

https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol92/iss3/1

152

Society: Florida Historical Quarterly, Volume 92, Number 3

COLONIALISM ON THE SPANISH FLORIDA FRONTIER

613

design would have maximized air flow, enhanced the interior
lighting, and facilitated overall ease of movement in the small
dwelling. There were a number of fences and animal enclosures
or corrals associated with this home.
Structure 3.
This planked building was located near the
eastern edge of the plaza. It was oriented 66 degrees west of
north and had a compacted clay floor and a high concentration
of hardware. A post-1680 date was established by the presence of
Castillo Polychrome majolica at the base of one of the postmolds.
With the exception of its building materials, this house is virtually
identical in size and design to Structure 2 at 6 x 9 m (20 x 30 feet).
It had a detached outbuilding, fence lines, and a clay mine/trash
pit associated with it. Midden containing high proportions of
Spanish materials was found along the north side of the house and
along the southern fenceline.
Structure 4. This two-story residence on the northeast edge
of the plaza is the largest dwelling excavated to date at San Luis.
The entire footprint of the 7 x 7.5 m (23 x 25 feet) wattle and daub
building was investigated, including 18 associated mission period
postmolds. Excavations also exposed a 10 m (33 feet) square
enclosed patio or loggia facing the plaza, as well as fence lines,
three clay mines/trash pits, and a 3 x 6 m enclosure or outbuilding
at the north end of the house. The northernmost fence line for
this property may well have fronted the Camino Real. This entire
complex is oriented at 30 degrees east of north, perpendicular to
the religious complex. It contained the same domestic refuse and
temporal markers (e.g., Castillo Polychrome) as the other Spanish
dwellings dating it to sometime after 1680.
This structure and its associated features have been subjected
to extensive architectural review by Herschel Shepard. 66 The
exceptional size and location of this complex on the plaza suggests
it was home to a Spaniard of some social standing. Based on its
similarity to the Governor's House in St. Augustine, Shepard has
suggested that it may have been home to a deputy governor at San
Luis. In addition to having a walled-in patio on the plaza, the fence
lines to the north likely enclosed a number of outbuildings and
activity areas including gardens, cooking areas, and stables.
66

Herschel E. Shepard, Jr. , "Architectural Research: The Provincial Governor's
House, Mission San Luis, Tallahassee, Florida," 2009 manuscript on file,
Mission San Luis, Tallahassee.
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Structure 5. This wattle and daub building was located
approximately 90 m south of the plaza and was oriented 67 degrees
·west of north, the same alignment as Structure 3. It was identified
during mitigation for the new Visitor Center. Only the western end
of this building was exposed since the eastern end was disturbed
by two trees and a gravel (later asphalt) driveway. It was 5.5 m (18
feet) wide and between 5.5 to 7.5 m (18 to 25 feet) long. Given
the well-established pattern of rectangular residences, the longer
dimension seems probable.
There was no evidence that this wattle and daub building was
whitewashed, indicating it was not yet finished (and suggesting
a late date for its construction). While domestic refuse was
recovered-including fragments of Apalachee pottery and and an
olive jar, a quartz crystal bead, and a brass finger ring-there were
considerably fewer materials than from other residences, indicating
a brief occupation. Our limited investigations did not reveal a clay
mine/ trash pit for this residence, but a deep pit bisected near 50N
400E (while trenching for a new electrical line in 1994) may well
have been the clay mine associated with Structure 5.
Structure 6. There was undoubtedly a wattle and daub
dwelling under Mission Road at about 88N 338E west of Structure
5. A linear pattern of whitewashed daub rubble and wrought nails
was identified running northwest to southeast at 60 degrees west of
north. A nearby clay mine/ trash pit filled with domestic refuse and
wall trenches from an outbuilding were partially exposed. Although
we have no measurements on this structure, all of the elements of a
Spanish dwelling are present. Puebla Polychrome (1650-1720) was
the only majolica recovered, a ceramic type available during the
entire occupation of San Luis.
Structure 7. Finally, there were several Spanish building episodes
identified north of the friary at about 316N 336E. A series of wall
trenches, postmolds, and a clay mine/ trash pit were associated with
this dwelling. While there was some daub found with Structure
7, the limited amount is indicative of one or more plastered walls
within an otherwise planked building. Although our excavations did
not extend to the four corners of the structure, the post spacing is
suggestive of the 6 x 9 m (20 x 30 feet) floor plan found elsewhere
on the site. The clay mine/ trash pit contained San Augustin Blue on
White and Castillo Polychrome majolica indicating that this dwelling
dates to sometime after 1680. This structure was oriented 77 degrees
west of north and, like Structure 4, may have fronted the camino.
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Other Possible Spanish Houses
There is no doubt that the Spanish village extended beyond
San Luis's present eastern property line. A significant portion of
it was destroyed during the construction of Ocala Road and the
shopping center to the east of the state-owned property. L. Ross
Morrell conducted a brief salvage of the Ocala Road cut during its
construction and noted a number of postmolds, pits, and Spanish
materials in this area. 67 The locations of five additional houses are
indicated on Figure 3 as PS1-PS5.
1) There was likely a wattle and daub dwelling located near
201N 616E close to the eastern property fence line. It
was identified on the basis of a large clay mine/ trash
pit filled with domestic refuse and whitewashed daub
fragments, 68 indicating that a residence was nearby.
2) A Spanish house is projected at l 60N 620E, also near
the eastern fence line. High concentrations of Spanish
domestic materials and whitewashed daub were
recovered here during the 1984 auger survey.
3) A concentration of wrought iron hardware from a 2
x 4 m unit at 128N 380E suggested the presence of a
Spanish building nearby.
4) Structure 7 intruded into a trench, probably from an
earlier Spanish dwelling. Both Structure 7 and the
earlier trench were oriented at 77 degrees west of north
near the camino.
5) Finally, as noted below, there was a whitewashed wattle
and daub building located west of the fort at about
4 70N 280E. This may be the remains of the temporary
barracks built in the 1690s.

Other Spanish Features
Two concentrations of Spanish midden were identified. One
midden was located west of Structures 1 and 2 and may have been

67
68

L. Ross Morrell, "field notes from Ocala Road salvage project, March 28, 1967 ,"
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Richard Vernon and Jean S. Wilson, "Excavations in the Spanish Village at San
Luis, 1988-1991 ," 1991, manuscript on file, Mission San Luis, Tallahassee.
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associated with Structure 1 since the trash pits are associated with
Structure 2 (a sherd from Structure 2 cross-mended with one
-from a trash pit.). The other Spanish midden was associated with
Structure 3. As noted above, trash was found along the north wall
of the house and also against its southern fence line.
Outbuildings were identified in association with Spanish
structures 1, 3, 4, and 6. There was no evidence of Spanish stoves
or ovens in any of these detached structures, suggesting that
most cooking was done outdoors over open hearths or indoors
over portable earthenware braziers (anafes). Fence lines and/ or
enclosures were found near Spanish structures 1, 2, 3, and 4, and in
all likelihood, would be found with every Spanish dwelling if field
investigations were expanded.
THE RELIGIOUS COMPLEX
Friary and Kitchen

A formal religious complex appears to have been a rather late
development at San Luis. Replacing the original two-room wooden
friary was a large, wattle and daub building measuring 9.3 x 21.4
m (30 x 70 feet) that was partitioned into a number of rooms.
Based on precedents from contemporaneous missions, it probably
contained a chapel/ classroom, parish office, sleeping cells, and
possibly an infirmary. The remains of posts and a bell fragment
indicated the location of a bell tower on the southeast corner of the
building near the plaza.
This friary dates to the same period as most of the Spanish
dwellings. Castillo Polychrome majolica was recovered from an
interior posthole at the west end of the building indicating that it
was constructed sometime after 1680. 69 The first known mention
of a friary on the plaza at San Luis comes from a 1693 account by
Adjutant Bernardo Nieto de Carvajal.
.. .last night, Friday, at about seven, I arrived at the King's
house (la Casa del Rey) where the lieutenant and soldiers
of this garrison serve, and I delivered the letter-orders that
were given to me by the aforementioned senor governor
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Kathleen Deagan, Artifacts of the Spanish Cownies of Horida and the Caribbean,
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(Quiroga), and I passed to the plaza of this village, and
in the convent that is in it (the plaza) I found the senor
governor Don Laureano de Thorres 70
A detached wattle and daub structure measuring 8 x 5.3 m (17
x 26 feet) was found twelve meters northwest of the friary and the
two buildings were connected by a covered walkway indicating they
all were part of the same construction episode. A large clay mine/
trash pit located just four meters south of the detached building
also contained Castillo Polychrome majolica dating it to the same
period as the friary. An area consisting of tabular burned clay
fragments measuring 4.5 to 5.5 cm (2-2.5 inches) thick in a black
matrix was found inside the building. It was the remains of a stove
(the only one identified to date at San Luis) and was critical to the
interpretation of this wattle and daub outbuilding as a kitchen or
cocina.
The Fort

In 1688, Governor Diego de Quiroga y Losada proposed the
construction of a formal blockhouse at San Luis and the Apalachee
chiefs promised to build the fort if the Crown supplied tools and
provisions for laborers. 71 The lumber was cut shortly thereafter,
but it rotted when the region's carpenters were sent to build a fort
in the Lower Creek (Apalachicola) country. In 1693, the Crown
renewed its orders to build a fort at San Luis. The work on the
blockhouse began in earnest in 1695 and was finally completed
in mid-1697 at a cost of 304 pesos and 2 reales (Figure 4). 72 The
blockhouse was described by one soldier as having walls made
of mud and sheathed all around with boards about three fingers
thick. 73 It was later described by another soldier named Juan
Francisco as follows:
70
71
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Adjutant Bernardo Nieto de Carvajal, diligencia performed on May 30, 1693. I
thank John E. Worth for translating this document and providing it to me.
Royal cedula from the King to Don Laureano de Torres y Ayala, November 4,
1693. Mark F. Boyd , trans., "Fort San Luis: Documents Describing the Tragic
End of the Mission Era," 20.
Thomas Menendez Marques and Joachin de Florencia, Letter to the King.July
3, 1697. Ibid., 22-23.
Manuel Jacome Fuentes, Testimony for the Residencia of Governor Laureano
de Torres y Ayala, December 21, 1700. Translated by John H. Hann. AGI
Escribania de Camara, legajo 157 A. Microfilm roll 27p, P. K Yonge Library of
Florida History.
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... And he saw him build the blockhouse out of timbers
and within, a guardroom, high and low quarters for the
soldiers, a room for the powder, and warehouses for the
provisions, its curtains and four bastions with artillery and
wall-guns, in the building of which he labored physically
just like the Indians themselves, with the aforementioned
[CaptainJacinto Roque Perez] being the one who drew up
the plans for it. 74
In addition to the original 1656 fortification and the blockhouse
built in the 1690s, Nicolas Mendes stated that Captain Roque Perez
paid for a temporary building, or interim "middling lodging," for
the soldiers during the construction of the new blockhouse. 75
Building on the work of John W. Griffin, 76 Charles H.
Fairbanks, 77 and Hale G. Smith, 78 more recent investigations of
the fort (1990-2002) have revealed a two-story wattle and daub
blockhouse measuring approximately 13 x 22 meters (or 40 x 70
feet) .79 Shepard's structural analysis of the building determined
that the closely spaced posts along the north and south exterior
walls were needed to support the heavy floor and roof loads from
the upper floors. Vertical planks covered the exterior of the
building, and the interior walls were infilled with wattle and daub.
There was evidence of benches along the north and south interior
walls that provided access to the gunports and would also have
been used for seating, sleeping, and storage.
The palisade and moat, constructed in 1702, were also
defined through extensive excavations. Unlike the configuration
documented by Landeche in Figure 4, the outerworks were
74

75

76

77
78
79

Testimony of Juan Francisco, July 8, 1709, question 9. Translated by John H.
Hann, 26. Stetson Collection, P. K Yonge Library of Florida History. Governor
Francisco de C6rcoles y Martinez to the King, St. Augustine, July 20, 1709.
Archivo General de Indias, Sevilla, SD 843, Stetson Collection, bundle 4510, P.
K Yonge Library of Florida History.
Testimony of Nicolas Mendes, July 8, 1709, question 9. Translated by John
H. Hann, 34. Governor Francisco de C6rcoles y Martinez to the King, St.
Augustine, July 20, 1709. Archivo General de Indias, Sevilla, SD 843, Stetson
Collection, bundle 4510, P. K Yonge Library of Florida History.
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The Tragic End of the Apalachee Indians, ed., Mark F. Boyd, Hale G. Smith, and
John W. Griffin (Gainesville: University of Florida Press, 1951), 139-160.
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Figure 4. Description of the Bay and River of Apalachee. Map accompanying letter
from Admiral Landeche to the Viceroy, Havana, August 11 , 1705. AGE, SD 857.
Legend for letters on detail: A, Castillo de S0 Luis; B, Conbento de los Padres de
S11 Fran<0 ; and K, Sitio donde Estan Las Campanas enterradas (site where the bells
were buried). Although this was drawn the year after Apalachee was abandoned,
several soldiers who had been stationed at San Luis accompanied Landeche on his
reconnaissance of the region.

somewhat irregular in shape and size. Most notable, there was no
bastion in the northeast corner. It became readily apparent that
the soil removed to create the moat was used to form the banquette
terreplain inside the palisade walls. When the fort was burned, this
fill was redeposited back into the moat. 80
As noted above, there is archaeological evidence of another
whitewashed wattle and daub structure near the military complex. It
is located approximately 80 meters (260 feet) west of the blockhouse's
western wall. Although it has never been excavated, the distribution
of daub suggests a building measuring about 10 x 10 meters (33 x 33
feet). Materials recovered in the vicinity of this structure included
wrought iron nails and both Spanish and Apalachee pottery. By
80

Ibid., 99.
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virtue of its proximity to the fort and the type of construction, this
may have been the temporary barracks that was built to house the
~oldiers while the old blockhouse was being tom down and the new
one constructed. This building was not enclosed within the palisade
walls when the outer works were built.
Discussion

While documentation leaves little doubt that Spaniards
had long intended to expand their presence in Apalachee
Province, this was apparently unknown to the chief of San Luis.
Archaeological evidence suggests that from the time San Luis was
relocated in the winter of 1656-1657 until the 1680s, it consisted
of two relatively discrete communities. At the north end of the
ridge, the Apalachee built an adequate blockhouse for the deputy
governor and his garrison (at least no complaints to contradict
this interpretation have surfaced). The south half of the hilltop
was used to establish their new native village, apparently without
objection from Spaniards.
The greatest expanse of level ground was reserved for their
large circular plaza since it was well-suited to the native ballgame.
With the plaza anchoring the settlement, the public buildings
were constructed around it. The Apalachee council house was
undoubtedly one of the first structures built, and its importance
cannot be overstated. Council houses were considered the property
of the chief and a symbol of his power. Village leaders met there
every morning to discuss village affairs and redress grievances.
It was also the village community center for evening meals and
dances. There was probably a defensive component to the council
house building as well. At a projected five stories high, it most
certainly served as a watchtower for native sentinels.
It is unknown if the size of the plaza at San Luis was
exceptional, but the council house was extremely large based on
earlier precedents. The two other Apalachee council houses that
have been investigated archaeologically (both prehistoric) are
decidedly smaller. The council house from the Borrow Pit site was
11 m (35 feet) in diameter, 8 1 and one at the Patale site measured
81

B. CalvinJones, "A Late Mississippian Collector," The SotoStatesAnthropologist90,
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12 m (39 feet) in diameter. 82 The council house at San Luis was
not only three times the size of others in the province, it is one of
the largest historic-era native buildings identified in the Southeast.
It raises the possibility that this building served as a symbolic
counterbalance to the Spanish presence. David]. Weber remarked
on its extraordinary size:
At the largest of the Apalachee mission towns, San Luis
de Talimali, on a hilltop within the limits of present-day
Tallahassee, the bishop [Calderon] entered a community
of some fourteen hundred residents. At one end of the
town a massive circular council house served as a place for
public meetings and dances. As a public space, it dwarfed
the nearby church-and every other church Spaniards
built in Florida. 83
San Luis's chief also gave the church a prominent position
in his new village. Investigations indicate that the church was
constructed early in the occupation of San Luis and was never
rebuilt or modified over time. It was fully incorporated into the
native landscape and there is both archaeological and historical
evidence that the Apalachee were physically and spiritually
vested in the church. 84 The hundreds of native burials reveal an
abrupt change in Apalachee mortuary practices from Anhaica,
where individuals were buried in pits near their houses, to the
Christian-style interments at San Luis. The exclusively native burial
population also suggests that resident Spaniards preferred burial
in St. Augustine rather than in the mission church. Based on its
orientation, the church was initially aligned with the early east-west
route into San Luis; the same one that would later be improved
and incorporated into the Camino Real. An early wooden building
north of the church (and following the same orientation) was
probably the original friary.
The first phase of the mission was also characterized by
numerous Apalachee residences around the central plaza,
including three next to the friary and a substantial house for the
82
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chief. There is little doubt that this image is artificially restricted by
the limits of our investigations and that additional native structures
were situated nearby. The original layout of the Apalachee village
was apparently maintained for several decades without significant
disruption by Spanish authorities. When attempts were made to
change traditions that might have upset the balance of the native
community (for example, when Bishop Calderon and San Luis'
resident friar, Juan de Paiva, attempted to abolish the ballgame) ,
authorities initially intervened on the natives' behalf. While
Spanish support of Apalachee activities was probably motivated
more by their concern with crop production and labor quotas than
an inherent interest in maintaining native traditions, such actions
reinforced chiefly authority and political stability.
By the 1680s, the dwindling native populations elsewhere
in Spanish Florida, along with the unreliable situado or subsidy,
made Apalachee increasingly vital to supporting the garrison
at St. Augustine. Governor Hita Salazar's creation of a Spanish
community and expanded garrison at San Luis effectively
accomplished what Governor Rebolledo had envisioned decades
earlier, but it would have unforeseen consequences. It was at this
juncture that the physical and cultural landscape of the mission
began to change dramatically. Although it is unknown exactly how
quickly this transformation took place, a 1687 encounter between
deputy governor Antonio Matheos and San Luis leader Matheo
Chuba describes the area around the plaza as being populated by
Spaniards. "After being upbraided by Matheos, Matheo Chuba was
described as having gone 'to his lodge and plaza crying, and that
the Spaniards who lived on that plaza, had consoled him. '"85
Archaeological investigations revealed that other than the
chief's house and council house, all of the native dwellings were
replaced with those of Spaniards, and all but one of the Spanish
houses were probably built after 1680. Furthermore, they were all
aligned parallel or perpendicular to the church and camino which
probably gave the former Apalachee village the appearance of
a gridded town as depicted in the Landeche map detail (Figure
4). The transformation of San Luis de Talimali was apparently
complete by the mid-1690s when it was described by a visitor as
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having the appearance of a Spanish city. 86 Figure 5 is a conjectural
rendering of San Luis circa 1703 based on the work of Shepard. 87
It incorporates verified Spanish houses and features, as well as
conjectural ones intended to reflect the size of this community
based on the documented population. The rendering relies on
the same residential allotments as those used in St. Augustine:
commoner peonias (50 by 100 Spanish feet or 44 x 88 US feet) and
upper class cabaUeria lots (100 x 200 Spanish feet or 88 x 176 US
feet). The lots are shown forming blocks radiating off the central
plaza, separated by streets measuring 20 pies (about 18 feet) wide.
The construction of a formal religious complex appears to have
corresponded chronologically with the development of the Hispanic
settlement, likely reflecting the expanded role of friars to meet the
needs of the growing Spanish community. One of the friars at
San Luis during this later period, Fray Claudio Florencia, was the
brother-in-law of three-time deputy governor Jacinto Roque Perez.
The formal military complex, including a two-story blockhouse,
palisade, and moat were the last additions to San Luis. The area
within the palisade was sufficiently large to house the residents
of San Luis and surrounding villages, but was destroyed by the
Spaniards themselves before ever being put to the test against
invading forces.
Summary
The long-term research at San Luis has chronicled the
development of an Apalachee mission village and a Spanish frontier
town in Apalachee Province. The initial phases began in the winter
of 1656-1657 when the chief moved his village at the request of
Spanish military authorities. During the first quarter century,
military personnel resided at one end of the ridge and the native
community at the other. The Apalachees' advanced understanding
of architecture and structural systems was expressed most clearly in
their council house, and its prominence suggests that Apalachee
political hierarchy, social organization, and belief systems remained
largely intact during this period. As with other doctrinas throughout
86
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Testimony of Captain Joachin de Florencia, July 9, 1709, question 7. Translated
by John H. Hann, 39. Governer Francisco de C6rcoles y Martinez to the King,
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Figure 5. Conjectural isometric rendering of San Luis projecting its overall
appearance after 1680. This image incorporates site topography, archaeologically
confirmed Spanish structures, and the camino. It also depicts hypothetical fencelines
and streets using standard lot and road measurements, as well as additional
residences based on the projected size of the Spanish population. Graphic by Lynn
Rogers.

Spanish Florida, the m1ss10n church was integrated into the
village and represents a realm of demonstrable adaptation by the
Apalachee. This approach appears to have functioned well not only
at San Luis, but for the Apalachee missions in general. Despite
significant population losses and well-documented conflicts during
this period, Apalachee chiefs continued providing support to
Spanish enterprises in the province and beyond.
The development of a sizeable Spanish community in
Apalachee irrevocably altered the social dynamics of the entire
province. Over the course of a decade or more, the Apalachee
village at San Luis began to approximate the physical arrangement
of St. Augustine where most mission Indians lived outside the town
proper. The Apalachee plaza/ballfield became the center of the
Spanish community, and native houses were replaced with Spanish
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counterparts. The council house and chiefs house remained,
but were eventually surrounded by Spanish homes. The religious
complex appears to have been expanded in response to San Luis'
new European parishioners rather than to serve Christianized
natives for which it was originally intended.
The loss of the Apalachee village at San Luis, coupled with the
erosion of chiefly authority, severely undermined native allegiance
to the Spaniards during the final decades of San Luis' occupation.
When James Moore's forces attacked Apalachee in 1704, they
encountered a province already on the verge of collapse. Between
January and August of that year, the native and Spanish populations
of Apalachee were lost. When the Apalachee emigres from San
Luis arrived in Mobile in August 1704, "[Bienville] was apparently
surprised that the refugees from the principal doctrina of San Luis
de Apalache, so long and so closely connected to the Spanish, had
accepted his offer to settle near the French rather than under the
wing of Pensacola. "88 In Mobile, they established a new parish where
the first Apalachee baptism took place on September 6, 1704. Their
descendants, now living in Louisiana, have maintained their tribal
identity and a strong connection to the Catholic Church for more
than three centuries.
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Daniel Murphree, Book Review Editor
New Worlds of Violence: Cultures and Conquests in the Early American
Southeast.
By Matthew Jennings.
(Knoxville: University
of Tennessee Press, 2011.
Acknowledgements, notes,
bibliography, illustrations, index. Pp. xxxiv, 263. $50 cloth.)
As recently as the 1990s, the early colonial period in southeastern North America-south of the Chesapeake, that is-was
something of a historiographical black hole. Since 2000, however,
there has been a dramatic increase in scholarship on the region's
"forgotten centuries" (1500-1700), as Charles Hudson and Carmen Tesser once called them. The outpouring has included books
like Alan Gallay's Indian Slave Trade (2002), Steven Hahn's Invention of the Creek Nation (2004), James Carson's Creating an Atlantic
World (2007), William Ramsey's Yamasee War (2008), Christina
Snyder's Slavery in Indian Country (2010), and Robbie Ethridge's
From Chicaza to Chickasaw (2010). The latest addition to this scholarship is Matthew Jennings' book on cultures of violence in the
early southeast, which nicely complements Joseph Hall's study of
diplomacy and exchange, Zamumo's Gifts (2009), and which shows
how public violence can tell us as much about a culture as more
peaceful pursuits.
Jennings begins his thought-provoking work with an overview
of the Mississippian culture that dominated the southeast between
900 and 1450 CE. While noting considerable diversity among the
various Mississippian chiefdoms, he finds several common elements in their culture of war. These included the use of weapons
and warfare as symbols of masculinity, the belief that war was a

[626]
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means of restoring orderly relations between This World and the
Upper World, and leaders' use of violence to chastise wayward clients. Public violence thus reinforced the culture's gender norms,
religious values, and political hierarchies.
There were notable similarities between the Mississippians'
military culture and that of the Spanish who invaded the southeast in the 1500s. Like Mississippian Indians, Spaniards fought
to uphold male honor and to defend their polity and spiritual
values-or, as they would put it, to serve Crown and Church. Unlike contemporary Indians, however, Spain used violence not to
maintain tributary relationships with client communities, but to
subjugate, plunder, and exploit ethnic outsiders. Their repertoire
of violence thus included tactics alien to Native Americans, like allout assaults on enemy towns and the use of ad terrorem techniques
(like mutilation) to strike fear into subject peoples.
As other historians of the region have noted, the English adventurers who began colonizing the southeast a few decades after
the Spanish entradas shared many of their Spanish rivals' goals and
means. The officers of the Virginia Company, in particular, were
partial to terror tactics like De Soto's, and their goal was to get rich,
either by exploiting slave labor or through plunder (of Spanish
treasure ships, in their case). The English ideology of conquest
differed from the Spaniards', however, insofar as they viewed their
subjugation of the Indians as a rescue mission-rescuing them from
alleged Spanish tyranny. The Englishmen who settled in Carolina
colony in the late seventeenth century also differed from the Spanish in their willingness to recruit Indians as military allies, albeit for
the purpose of capturing and enslaving other Native peoples.
European diseases and the English trade in slaves and firearms
dramatically transformed southeastern Native American violence.
Heavy population losses and the erosion of chiefs' authority by European trade caused a leveling of Indians' social hierarchies, and
resulted in the decentralization of military decision-making. A multitude of war captains and clan matrons now assumed responsibility
for sending young men to war, which made it harder for chiefs to
control their people, and easier for English slave traders to "reorient" Indian violence (136) toward their own ends. Indian tactics,
however, remained under Native control, and warriors and their
leaders, viewing force protection as a high priority, emphasized
quick blows or "coups" against enemies, rather than protracted
campaigns (95). Moreover, by the eighteenth century the south-
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east's surviving Indian nations had come to realize they could use
collective violence, in cooperation with other Indian communities,
-to recover their political autonomy. The Yamasees attempted this,
unsuccessfully, during the Yamasee War, and the Creek Indians did
so with much greater success after that war ended.
New Worlds of Viol,ence is a clearly-written and thoughtful book,
which makes able use of the available source material to craft a
provocative but persuasive argument: that violence was not the result of a breakdown in social order, but rather one of the bonds
that knit a society together. In discussing Native American torture,
for example, Jennings succinctly analyzes the social functions that
torture served for Indians: it expiated the grief and anger of clan
matrons, it allowed captured warriors one last chance to prove
their bravery, and it ceremonially announced the end of a war.
Englishmen viewed this practice as barbaric, but they too had violent practices-the destruction of Native villages, the mutilation
and beating of Indian and African slaves, and the beheading of
rebels-that maintained their own exploitative social order.
Apropos of African slaves, Jennings has little new to say, which
is not surprising given the chronological limits of his book-the
region's African population was quite small before the mid-eighteenth century. He summarizes the research of John Thornton
and Mark Smith, who observed that African slaves were often war
captives who brought a culture of militarily organized violence to
the southeast. He notes that some African slaves, like the Bambara
in Louisiana, recognized they could not violently resist European
exploitation without Native American help. What Jennings does
not do, however, is observe that other ethnic groups in the region
had come to the same conclusion: they needed the help of African
slaves if they were going to resist Europeans. During the Natchez
War (1729-31), Natchez leaders sought to mobilize African slaves in
Louisiana against the French, as James Barnett reported in The Natchez Indians (2007). Meanwhile, Spanish officials in Florida offered
freedom to runaway slaves from South Carolina if they agreed to
help defend Florida against their former masters. These alliances may lie outside of Jennings' chronological ambit, but they do
remind us that violence remained a powerful incentive for interethnic cooperation in the southeast after the "forgotten centuries"
ended.
David A. Nichols
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Southern Character: Essays in Honor ofBertram Wyatt-Brown. Edited by
Lisa T. Frank and Daniel Kilbride. (Gainesville: University Press
of Florida, 2011. Notes, select bibliography, list of contributors,
index. Pp. xvi, 368. $74. 95 cloth.)

Students of Bertram Wyatt-Brown, long-time professor of
southern history at the University of Florida, have honored their
mentor with a fine festschrift published by the University Press of
Florida. After an informative, brief biography of Wyatt-Brown by
Charles Joyner, the essays in the book explore many of the topics
that interested Wyatt-Brown: honor, politics, religious minorities in
the South, and race and gender. Although the chapters are relatively brief, the pieces are grounded in primary source research
and reflect the latest scholarship of southern history.
Three of the essays use honor as an interpretative key. Christopher Olsen expands Wyatt-Brown's treatment of honor to explain
masculinity in the Old South. He interprets "antiparty attitudes and
behavior. .. violence ... and language" as three areas in which "the
politics of masculinity and honor" resided (46). By focusing on the
ways in which honor and masculinity intertwined, especially in the
language of sectionalism, Olsen offers fresh insight into the politics
of the antebellum South. Daniel Stowell writes on Abraham Lincoln's changing sense of honor. As a young man, Lincoln had been
involved in an affair of honor. But as his legal and political career
expanded, he lost touch with the southern interpretation of honor,
causing him to misunderstand the South during the secession crisis.
Ironically, Stowell concludes,John Wilkes Booth murdered Lincoln
partially out of a sense of southern honor. Lisa Tendrich Frank, in
a perceptive article, notes that the decline in Confederate morale
during Sherman's march can be appreciated through the treatment
of women by the Union army. By invading women's spaces in the
home, Union soldiers proved that Confederate men could not protect their wives and daughters, dealing a major blow to their honor.
Four of the essays consider political themes, relying on an itellectual history approach. Benjamin Houston and John]. Langdale
III treat twentieth-century southern conservative intellectuals, Donald
Davidson and M.E. Bradford, respectively, and demonstrate the ways
in which practical political concerns intruded upon their scholarship.
Daniel Kilbride, in a short piece on southern reactions to the Revolutions of 1848, finds that northern and southern responses to the
European crisis differed very little. He showed that concerns about
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democracy, social order, and religion predominated. Other American intellectuals made critiques along racial lines. Kilbride found that
-"Southerners' commitment to racial slavery did not make them more
prone to favor explanations drawing support from scientific racism"
(99). Chris Beckmann, Steven Noll, and David Tregeder contribute a
piece on the Cross Florida Barge Canal, an Army Corps of Engineers
project approved in the 1960s but cancelled by President Nixon in the
early 1970s. The authors found that a nascent environmentalist movement combined with concerns over government spending torpedoed
the canal project. The failed project reflects, the authors contend, the
crumbling of New Deal liberalism and the "liberal consensus" it embodied (180, 187). The chapter documents well the changing politics
of the post-World War II South.
Several fascinating essays consider southern history from the
perspectives of religious minorities in the region, a topic WyattBrown has researched. Jeffrey Anderson contributes an essay on
different portrayals of Voodoo. A. Glenn Crothers demonstrates
how Virginia Quakers struggled to address the slavery issue as open
discussion of the peculiar institution became more difficult in the
late antebellum period. He details how Quakers appealed to southern icons such as George Washington and Thomas Jefferson for
antislavery views. Some Virginia Quakers also supported "voluntary
colonization as a means of ending slavery" (62). Randall Stephens
considers Wesleyan Abolitionists in the South in the 1840s and
1850s. Perfectionist doctrines preached by the Wesleyans did not
find many adherents in the antebellum South, and many southerners viewed Wesleyans not only as dangerous abolitionists, but
as preaching a religious doctrine incompatible with southern honor. Andrew Moore considers the relationship between southern
Catholics and southern Baptists in the post-Civil Rights South as
both groups worked out strategies to respond to the movement for
abortion rights. He sees Catholic participation in the civil rights
protests as evidence of Catholic embrace of "American democracy" (215). Many southern Catholics opposed abortion and were
joined in their protests by southern Protestants, who were often
uncomfortable collaborating with Catholics. Moore notes that the
situation had been made possible by the civil rights movement
and its language of the "beloved community" and individual rights
(204-206). Each author could expand his essay by further demonstrating the ways in which these religious minorities in the South
adopted or shunned southern identities.
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Finally, three essays deal primarily with southern constructions
of race. Christopher Morris examined the career of South Carolina Regulator Gideon Gibson, a man of mixed racial heritage.
Morris demonstrates how Gibson's move to Mississippi allowed him
to construct a different racial identity for his family. Like honor,
then, racial identity often depended on the judgment of the community. Stephanie Cole furthers this point in her consideration of
white women in Jim Crow era Texas who married Chinese men.
Cole demonstrates that responses to such unions were often mixed
and escaped widespread condemnation despite the prevalence of
anti-Chinese attitudes in other parts of the country. Andrew Frank
examines the ways in which Southeastern Indians used nation
and tribe, rather than race, as means to identify tribal members.
Frank's piece deals ably with a complex topic.
The essays in Southern Character provide a fitting tribute to
Bertram Wyatt-Brown and suggest further paths of study. Southern
Honor: Ethics and Behavior in the Old South (1982), Wyatt-Brown's
most important contribution to the historiography of the American South, again reveals itself as a useful tool for understanding the
varied historical experiences of southerners.
Adam Tate

Clayton State University

Sold Down the River: Slavery in the Lower Chattahoochee Valley of
Alabama and Georgia. By Anthony G. Carey. (Tuscaloosa:
University of Alabama Press, 2011. Illustrations, maps, tables,
notes, index. Pp. x, 280. $29.95 cloth.)
Scholarly discourse and analysis on the nature of antebellum
slavery attempts to reconstruct the delicate dichotomies of race,
class, and power in the decades leading up to the American Civil
War. However, in route to accessing these intricate relationships,
scholars often view the Cotton South as one singular entity. Anthony G. Carey highlights the diversity within the Deep South cotton
plantation network in his study Sold Down the River: Slavery in the
Lower Chattahoochee Val"ley of Alabama and Georgia. Carey's extensive
research on the counties in the Lower Chattahoochee River Valley
serves as a case study for traditional arguments of chattel slavery as
his findings provide evidence for these major claims and illustrate
the exceptionalism of slavery in this particular region. Most signifi-
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cantly, Carey argues, by looking at its origins, slavery in the Valley
was not static and became the market-oriented, racially-based sys-tern through the culmination of several factors.
While Carey does not intend to challenge or revise current arguments on slavery in the Cotton South, his research serves as a lens
for evaluating the validity and extent to which the factors of labor,
resistance, and paternalism were visible within the Chattahoochee
Valley. Through synthesizing the historiography of chattel slavery
with plantation inventories, church and court records, and agricultural journals of the Valley, Carey concludes that three major aspects
worked in tandem to build the plantation network recognized by
scholars of antebellum slavery. First, Carey argues that the transportation and sale of slaves on the Chattahoochee River allowed
the area to rapidly develop and produce cotton after the Creek Removal and the influx of planters from the Upper South. Secondly,
Carey reveals that both whites and blacks shared spaces of worship
and were able to make sense of their world by tailoring Evangelical
Protestantism messages to benefit their own autonomy. In addition,
Carey maintains the notion that what bound non-slaveholders in the
Valley to the institution of slavery was the strict racial limitations that
slaveholders brought with them and perpetuated through the political economy that developed in the late antebellum era.
Arguably, Carey's most notable contribution to the ongoing
discussion on the peculiar institution is his opening chapter on
how the introduction of slavery to the Valley altered the delicate
balance of power between native and white populations. Carey
grounds slavery's roots in the Creek Nation before the arrival of
whites, but notes that the Creeks' practice of slavery was vastly different from the large-scale chattel slavery that would eventually
dominate the Valley. Similar to Edward Baptist's methodology in
Creating an Old South: Middle Florida s Plantation Frontier Before the
War (2002), Carey eloquently depicts the expansion of slavery that
attracted white settlers to the Georgia and Alabama cotton-frontier,
which created a power struggle over these valuable lands. Carey emphasizes slavery's centrality in fracturing the Creek Nation between
the members who adopted the racially-based slavery of the whites
and those who opposed the practice. Thus, Carey demonstrates
how white control over race, territory, and the political-economy
dictated the major transition from localized clan-based slavery to
the commodification, influx, and large-scale enslavement of thousands of African-Americans.
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In addition, Carey's examples of resistance, labor, punishment,
and family life contribute to the ongoing effort to reconstruct the
slave experience. Most notably, Carey's analysis on religion demonstrates "many commonalities between the divine and daily life which
enabled blacks and whites to pray together for different things" (143).
Carey moves beyond constructed racial dichotomies by emphasizing
the ways blacks and whites relied on one another by constantly navigating spaces of labor, home, and worship. Carey's contributions on
slave experiences in hiring-out, participation in free labor economy,
and kinship networks demonstrate alternative means of agency outside the customary realm of labor and resistance. Therefore, Carey
successfully evaluates the extent to which the traditional framework of
southern hegemony and paternalism existed in the Valley through his
primary source use on the ground-level.
While Carey notes his intentions to reconstruct the narrative of
slavery in the Valley without revising current scholarship, there were
areas where he missed an opportunity to make an impact within
the broader scholarly discourse. In the broadest sense, Carey initially gives the allusion that his study will depict the exceptionalism
of the region and provide a sense of the diversity of slavery within
the monolithic Cotton South. However, rather than showing the
exceptionalism of the Valley, Carey demonstrates that several sociocultural, political, and racial aspects of slavery fall precisely in line
with previous scholarship on the Deep South. Rather than applying
new sources to old questions, perhaps Carey could have let the sources speak for themselves in an attempt to develop new approaches
to understanding the plantation. In addition, while Carey synthesizes the expansion of slavery with the Creeks, he ignores the role
of cotton production in the motives of white settlers. While Carey
mentions the importance of cotton in his second chapter, it would
have been much more effective to interweave cotton's technological
impact on the market, westward expansion, and the interstate slave
trade as simultaneous incentives for Creek Removal.
While Carey's narrative has the potential to make trailblazing contributions to the field, his goal of providing a local history of slavery's
changes as an institution, and voice to those whose experiences have
yet to be fully restored, is successful. Carey's application of untapped
resources to a vast theoretical discussion contributes significant conclusions in the unending quest to understand the peculiar institution.
Lauren K Thompson
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I Fear I Shall Never Leave This Island: Life in a Civil War Prison. By
David R. Bush. (Gainesville: University Press of Florida, 2011.
Acknowledgement, illustrations, notes, bibliography, index.
Pp. xii, 224. $34.95 cloth.)

There is a large, and growing, body of work on Civil War prisoner
of war (POW) camps, but David Bush in I Fear I Shall Never Leave This
Island reveals a new dimension never depicted before. The body of
Civil War POW literature generally discusses the mass encampments
intended for enlisted men, centering on the suffering generated by
overcrowding, poor logistics, and ineffective POW exchange policies
on both sides. Bush, however, provides an excellent account of a
class divide in the POW community by concentrating his study on
the Federal facility atJohnson's Island in Lake Erie, near Sandusky,
Ohio. Unlike typical POW camps, Johnson's Island housed solely
Confederate officers. The Union created a separate POW site for
officers only to deny captured Confederate prisoners leadership and
thus make them more controllable. The Union Army also believed
a separate officer-only camp might provide an opportunity to extract
intelligence from the captive Confederates.
Bush's study of Johnson's Island centers on the letters of prisoners held there, primarily the correspondence of Captain Wesley
Makely to his wife, Kate, after his capture by the Union at the
Battle of Gettysburg in 1863. By that time, Johnson's Island was
at near capacity, and Makely's experience was one of a prisoner
at an established and reasonably well-run camp, unlike the experience of many other POWs. Makely maintained a considerable
correspondence with Kate over the following months until his release in April 1865. The letters provide a great deal of information
about life at Johnson's Island and an excellent comparison to the
more rigorous life in other POW camps. For instance, although
rations were sometimes reduced, the officers at Johnson's Island
suffered fewer of the logistic problems that plagued other POW
camps and resulted in significant numbers of deaths. Also, unlike
average camps, the officers atJohnson's Island did not have to live
exposed to the elements, although Makely and other officers complained about the severity of the Ohio winters. Other challenges
included dealing with the endless tedium and boredom, a problem
Makely partially overcame by fashioning makeshift jewelry for his
wife, which he was able to mail to her. The only hope of relief was
a prisoner exchange (which happened with less and less frequency
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as the war progressed), escape (which was virtually impossible from
the island, although a number of officers tried), or rescue. The
Jatter option occurred only once, in September 1864, when an illplanned attempt by the Confederacy to free the prisoners via a raid
from Canada ended in spectacular failure.
There is a wonderful human element in the letters in this book,
especially the letters between the Makelys. Wesley wrote emotional
letters to his wife, which was especially difficult in light of the expectation that Union authorities would examine the letters before
forwarding them. Kate, in return, tried to write reassuring letters,
aware that expressing any hardship on her part would cause only undue heartache on a husband unable to assist her to any great degree.
The Makelys had a young daughter, but her correspondence to her
father was limited to only a single letter. The Makelys' correspondence provides insight into the thoughts of wartime participants,
as the couple shares their thoughts on topics ranging from politics
to their postwar future. The jewelry Makely produced for his wife,
revealed in numerous photographs in the book, also provides an additional sense of connection to two people separated by war.
As a study of the Civil War POW experience, I Fear I Shall Never Leave This Island is not a typical case, since the study of officers is
too exclusionary. However, Bush's study of Johnson's Island is useful because of its unique setting and the insight provided by the
correspondence generated by its inhabitants. His annotations are appropriate and do not distract the reader from the main discussion of
the book. Although Bush sometimes guesses at the intent and meaning of some of the letters, his conclusions are reasonable and based
upon realistic deduction instead of conjecture. Overall, this book is
an insightful look at a singular setting and experience in the Civil War.
Bush's look into the lives of prisoners at Johnson's Island should find
a welcome place in the ranks of Civil War POW literature.
Steven]. Ram old

Eastern Michigan University

The MateriaHty ofFreedom: Archaeologies ofPostemancipation Life. Edited
by Jodi A. Barnes. (Columbia: University of South Carolina Press,
2011. Illustrations, index. Pp. xii, 256. $49.95 cloth.)
The Materiality of Freedom is a collection of fifteen essays by
anthropologists and archeologists who are interested in how ar-
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cheological evidence can be used to better understand the black
American experience since emancipation. The authors of these essays contribute to a growing interest in and understanding of the
archeology of the African diaspora. While some of the essays are
very brief, all of them offer interesting vignettes about post-emancipation life through descriptions of the archeological sites and
the artifacts they investigate. The Phyllis Wheatley Home for Girls
in Chicago, Cole House in a once thriving black neighborhood in
Dallas, the Boston Saloon frequented by black miners in Virginia
City, Nevada, and Clifton Plantation in the Bahamas are just a few
of the sites the essays discuss.
The essays feature fascinating stories but more importantly,
they challenge a long-held paradigm of the field of archeology,
which has tended to dismiss post-emancipation historical sites as
too recent and too limited in their artifacts to justify the time and
expense of excavation. This professional neglect has, as a result,
contributed to a "silencing" of the black experience. By bringing
traditional methods of anthropology and archeology together with
historical analysis and critical race theory, the essays in this interesting little book offer insights into how institutionalized racism has
worked to eradicate the physical environments of the black experience in American history. The essays also suggest that destroyed,
abandoned, and mostly forgotten sites can offer opportunities for
research, commemoration of the past, and community healing.
The book features a new generation of scholars who have engaged decedent communities and other community stakeholders
in a collaborative effort to make excavation and research of black,
post-emancipation sites viable. By garnering community support,
raising funds, and heightening public awareness, the essays argue
that these collaborative efforts and interdisciplinary studies deepen historical meaning of sites previously ignored. Black Americans
who have lived in the vicinity of neighborhoods under archeological investigation have played a crucial role in the collaborative new
efforts of archeological inquiry.
Alexandria's Contraband and Freedman's Cemetery in Virginia is a case in point. Some 1,800 men, women, and children
were buried in the cemetery from 1864 to 1869, when the site was
abandoned with the closing of the Freedman's Bureau. In the
1940s, most of the site was razed to make way for commercial development. Unofficially, however, some members of the Alexandria
community felt obligated to provide some maintenance of the site
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during the years following its closing. In recent years, Friends of
the Freedmen 's Cemetery has taken up a more official role in commemoration of the site. This group of private citizens struggled
for many years to protect the site; their collaboration with archeologists who have recently excavated the site was "central to the
reclamation and memorial process" (36). Because of this collaboration, the potential for historical understanding of the site is
greater than the separate histories of the freed people buried there
or of their descendants who maintained the cemetery long after it
lapsed into disuse. Recognition of the historical layers memorializing the cemetery enhances the historical memory of the freedmen
themselves, and will contribute to a richer experience for future
visitors of the site.
The Materiality of Freedom advocates collaboration with community stakeholders, but it also stresses the value of interdisciplinary
studies. Most of the essays within the volume offer specific examples
of how history, anthropology, archeology, and African American
studies can produce meanings that are greater than the sum of their
parts. The authors make no overt attempt to direct their collaboration arguments from their own field to historians; but taken together,
the essays suggest that at least in the area of public history, collaboration may offer some unique opportunities and insights. The essays
also suggest, although not overtly, that historians of the black experience in America should consider the potential of archeological and
anthropological evidence in their own investigations. The physical
spaces and artifacts of the human experience not only offer material
evidence of daily life, but also provide a window into the past that
does not appear in any written historical record.
Collections with a large number of essays are rarely even in quality or completely cohesive, but The Materiality ofFreedom succeeds on
both counts. The essays are well written and engaging, and each of
them offers archeological evidence that historians of African American history will find interesting and useful. However, since historians
are trained to resist modern perceptions in their own research and
writing, some might balk at the activist approach of the contributing
scholars of this volume. Yet, it is hard to deny that most historians
could benefit from a healthy dose of interdisciplinary study, and at
least a few might appreciate a reason to make their historical inquiries more directly relevant to a wider, public audience.
Stacy Pratt McDermott
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Conserving SouthernLongleaf: Herbert Stoddard and the Rise ofEcologi,cal
Land Management. By Albert G. Way. (Athens: University of
Georgia Press, 2011. Acknowledgements, illustrations, map,
notes, bibliography, index. Pp. xx, 320. $24.95 paper.)

In 2005, environmental historian Mart Stewart posed an intriguing counterfactual: what if John Muir had been an agrarian?
In other words, what if Muir had mounted his defense of nature
from the South? American environmentalism might have as its signature scenery not an untouched wilderness but a working agricultural
landscape. Human labor and the aesthetic appreciation of naturelandscapes of work and landscapes of leisure-might not seem so
diametrically opposed (Mart Stewart, Environment and History, 2005).
As Albert Way's Conserving Southern Longleaf reveals, Stewart's
counterfactual has a factual basis: while John Muir never had more
than a passing acquaintance with the South, early twentieth-century conservation did have a strong agrarian cast, and one of its
foremost practitioners was based in the South. Way recovers a story
that challenges received wisdom about the early twentieth-century
South and about the conservation movement.
As the traditional narrative goes, environmentalism was a
latecomer to the South. While John Muir was battling for the preservation of picturesque public lands, southerners were selling off
millions of acres to private (usually northern) investors. While
some praised the beauty of the nation's western treasures, others
excoriated the ruinous gullies of southern agriculture.
So the story goes. But Way argues convincingly that Herbert
Stoddard's effort to understand and conserve the southern longleaf pine forest represents an important counterpoint to this
narrative of waste and despoliation. Now endangered, the longleaf
biome once covered some 90 million acres between Virginia and
Texas. Longleaf depends on fire: it creates the mineral soil in which
longleaf seeds germinate and, by clearing out competing trees and
shrubs, allows young trees to flourish. Because of fire, an established longleaf forest is remarkably open, as much grassland as it
is woodland. The understory plants that thrive in these savannahs
also depend on fire for their renewal, and they in turn provide critical nutrition to a range of wildlife, including the bobwhite quail.
Which is where the Red Hills come into the story. In the
late nineteenth century, wealthy northern travelers fleeing hay
fever and neurasthenia came in droves to these fertile uplands be-
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tween Thomasville~ Georgia and Tallahassee, Florida. They sought
refuge in the pine-infused air, long drives through park-like longleaf forests, and stylish quail hunts. By the early 1900s, as tourists
increasingly bypassed the Red Hills for Henry Flagler's coastal resorts, northern industrialists began piecing Red Hills plantations
into vast hunting preserves. Together they turned the Red Hills
into what amounted to an immense quail plantation, a private
sanctuary for some of America's richest men.
As this preserve landscape coalesced in the 1920s, however, the
landowners anxiously sought out the aid of the U.S. Bureau of Biological Survey to determine what ailed the quail, which seemed to
be harder and harder to find. The Bureau sent Herbert Stoddard,
who made up for his lack of formal education (he did not finish
high school) with fastidious attention to detail as a taxidermist and
ornithologist, to investigate. The scholarly work that emerged from
Stoddard's investigation, The Bobwhite Quail: Its Habitats, Preservation, and Increase (1931) became a landmark text in the emerging
field of wildlife management, in part because of Stoddard's close
ties to Aldo Leopold.
The heart of Way's story is a careful reconstruction of Stoddard's coming to know the bobwhite quail, the longleaf landscape,
and the people of the Red Hills through fieldwork. Stoddard's
insistence on working from the ground up - in acquiring an intimate, working knowledge of the environment and the culture - is
perhaps best illustrated in his defense of burning as a land management technique. Stoddard's study revealed that when northern
landowners kept their tenants from setting fires, the forests rapidly
became too thick to support quail. The bobwhite quail, like the
longleaf pine, needed regular burning to thrive. Stoddard maintained this argument in the face of significant criticism from both
lumbermen and the Forest Service, for whom fire suppression had
acquired the status of unquestioned orthodoxy.
It is telling that Stoddard mounted this counterintuitive defense
of tenant agriculture and traditional woodsburning from private
lands. Stoddard worked unhindered by the "red tape" of Forest
Service or National Park bureaucracy. At the same time, the lack of
a government platform limited his influence. His brand of conservation science was beholden to the support of exceedingly wealthy
landowners and to the unequal social structure of the South.
So not only does Way connect conservation to southern history, he also writes the South into conservation history. Not unlike
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Stoddard himself, Way recaptures the centrality of physical labor
in human-environment interactions. The beautiful natural land. scape Stoddard sought to conserve could not exist without human
management, especially controlled burning. Stoddard discovered
that longleaf woodlands interspersed with plowed ground and old
field - the "plowed, chopped, grazed, ditched, and burned environment" of tenantry - was an ideal landscape not only for quail
populations but also the biodiversity of the southern coastal plain
(164). Stoddard's work bridged the gap between scientific expertise and local, applied knowledge.
One might say the same of Way's work: it embraces scientific
theory, public policy, and the "contingencies of place" (15). After
the first chapter, however, the people of the Red Hills recede from
view, and Stoddard's collaboration with Aldo Leopold and other
wildlife management pioneers take center stage. Sources may be
scarce - tracking tenant farmers is notoriously difficult - but one
wonders how a more sustained look at the human society of the
Red Hills would have fleshed out the story.
This small complaint aside, Way has crafted a superb example
of what southern environmental history has to offer to the study of
the South and environmental movements alike.John Muir may not
have been an agrarian, but Herbert Stoddard's work in the southern woodlands suggests that agrarian conservation science was, in
its quiet way, just as important.
Tom Okie

University of Georgi,a

Thirteen Loops: Race, Violence, and the Last Lynching in America. By
B.]. Hollars. (Tuscaloosa: University of Alabama Press, 2011.
Acknowledgements, illustrations, bibliography, index, Pp. ix,
237. $24.95. cloth.)
Lynching has long been a focus for historians of race relations
in the United States, most notably Robert Zangrando's seminal
The NAACP Crusade Against Lynching (1980). It was a topic, however, that was given prominence by early civil rights activists such
as NAACP executive secretary Walter White, who wrote Rope and
Faggot: A Biography ofJudge Lynch ( 1926). It also was assessed as early
as 1892 by Ida B. Wells, who showed that mob crimes against African Americans were based on economic and gender assumptions
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by the dominant white society and imposed upon blacks as a form
of social control during racial apartheid after the end of slavery.
Hollars' book continues this examination oflynching as a measurement of U.S. race relations in the twentieth century by taking three
acts of violence in Alabama as comparative reference points, and
attempts to assess American responses to the so-called 'last lynching' in 1981.
The three cases that Hollars uses are the lynching of Vaudine
Maddox in 1933 in Tuscaloosa (which sets the historical background), the shooting of a white police officer (Gene Ballard) in
1979 in Birmingham, and the murder of Michael Donald in 1981
in Mobile. The book generally focuses on the two latter cases and
attempts to weave a human story about two Americans, one white
and one black, and how their violent deaths reflect changing race
relations. Ballard's murderer, an African American, had a mistrial
in 1981, which directly provoked members of the Ku Klux Klan in
Mobile to seek a revenge killing of a random black person, leading
to Donald's murder. The thirteen loops of the title refer to the
coils around a hangman's knot, thus the book is divided into thirteen chapters. This generally conveys the perception that this is a
popular history tome aimed at a general audience rather than the
academic community and there are aspects of the book that will
annoy professional historians.
Firstly, there are no footnotes or clear references so that anyone wishing to follow certain leads is left frustrated. There are
short bibliographic details for each 'loop' at the end of the book,
but these are not helpful if a student wished to study issues further.
A case in point is the statement that in 1933 "women's groups" petitioned the governor of Alabama about violence in the state and
that this had an effect on men's groups (37). The book does not
state whether these groups were black or white; if they were white
groups, then this certainly requires greater clarity.
Secondly, the style of writing is often curious. At times, the
phrasing is remarkably obtuse and does not lend itself to clarity.
Michael Donald is said to have an "unconfirmed" girlfriend (73),
and there is speculation of his sexual orientation, but it is unclear
what points are being made or whether they are at all relevant. At
one point, the author takes a truism and creates a bizarre and inexplicable metaphor: "history makes it too easy to search for clues in
the aftermath, reading yesterday's newspapers in search of the tea
leaves of tomorrow" (185). I do not know what this means. The
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book is well meaning but scattered with trite and irritating phrases.
When one of the killers of Michael Donald is executed by the state
of Alabama, Hollars blandly states that "His hatred died with him"
(194).
On the positive side, the book does highlight the changing relationship of media response to crime in Alabama and there is a
useful discussion on definitions of lynching. Hollars also alludes
to issues of lynching having connections to broader hate crimes,
such as homophobia-related violence, and to 'high-tech lynching'
(6), which is ever more relevant in light of Republican presidential
hopeful Herman Cain's media treatment in late 2011. The best
section of the book is the description of Donald's mother successfully suing the Ku Klux Klan for $7 million, and thus bankrupting
the United Klans of America. However, the book never shows an
adequate depth of historical analysis and is useful for the general
reader only.
Lee Sartain

University of Portsmouth

The Gospel of the Working Class: Labor's Southern Prophets in New
Deal America. By Erik S. Gellman and Jarod Roll. (Urbana,
Chicago, and Springfield: The University of Illinois Press,
2011. Acknowledgments, illustrations, notes, bibliography,
index. Pp xvi, 221. $30.00 paper.)
Erik S. Gellman andJarod Roll have produced an engaging and
well-researched study of two important southern-based social and
religious activists, Owen Whitfield and Claude Williams. In four,
thought-provoking chapters, Gellman and Roll, former Northwestern University graduate school classmates, demonstrate that the
African American Whitfield and the white Williams, both of whom
were born poor in the 1890s, participated in numerous campaigns
against racism and economic inequality during the 1930s and 40s.
Indeed, The Gospel of the Working Class deepens our understanding
of Civil Rights, Labor, Religious, and Southern history. By exploring these remarkable lives, Gellman and Roll have contributed to
the scholarship associated with what historian Jacquelyn Dowd Hall
has termed "The long Civil Rights Movement."
Whitfield and Williams grew up on opposite sides of the Jim Crowimposed divide, but both became perceptive and energetic organizers
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committed to building a society based on racial equality and working
class empowerment. Born in Mississippi, the African American Whit·field received no formal education but earned respect in southern
Missouri, where he worked as a preacher, participated in Marcus Garvey's Universal Negro Improvement Association, and later served as an
activist in the_Southern Tenant Farmers Union (STFU). Although he
believed in "black independence," Whitfield soon found inspiration
from the interracial unity practiced by the STFU and the Congress
oflndustrial Organizations (CIO), the powerful umbrella union that
began organizing black and white employees across industries in
the mid- l 930s. By the late 1930s, Whitfield earned a reputation for
fighting home evictions, climaxing in the development of a massive,
multiracial encampment of roughly 1500 homeless sharecroppers on
the side of U.S. Highways 60 and 61 in early 1939. This high-pro-file occupation earned the attention of activists throughout the U.S.,
and landed Whitfield a meeting with President Franklin Roosevelt.
Through pressure, Whitfield helped secure federal loans for the construction of public housing for displaced farmers.
The Western Tennessee-born and Vanderbilt-educated Williams grew up believing in white supremacy, but became a
proponent of racial equality in his early adult years. In Roll and
Gellman's words, he held that "the fight against racism was essential to the fight against economic exploitation" (74). He led
a church in Paris, Arkansas, an impoverished coal mining town,
where he preached to both blacks and whites while embracing
what Gellman and Roll call "a growing conviction that the gospel of
Christ should overturn southern orthodoxies of gender, race, and
class" ( 44). Here he worked closely with labor activists, members
of the Socialist Party, and radical educators from left-wing institutions like Commonwealth College and Highlander Folk School.
Figures from these schools introduced Williams to the classical
Marxist tradition, and he soon absorbed the writings of Marx, Engels, and Lenin, figures whose ideas made sense in the context of
the crippling financial crisis that impacted rural and urban workers
throughout the South. He saw no contradiction with embracing
Marxism while preaching the words of God. Williams's influence
expanded greatly in the mid- to late 1930s; he led Commonwealth
College and worked intimately with CIO union-builders. During
World War II, he took his pro-union and racial equality messages to
Detroit, which at the time was rocked by explosive racial conflicts
in workplaces and on the streets.
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The two organizers preached and struggled together in numerous campaigns. Most importantly, they collaborated in the People's
· Institute of Applied Religion (PIAR), an organization founded in
1940 that held workshops for activists who sought to understand,
and ultimately challenge, the moral bankruptcy of the South's political economy. In numerous communities, including Charleston,
Little Rock, and Memphis, Williams and Whitfield convinced labor
and community activists, as Gellman and Roll explain, "that the
CIO was not just a vehicle for getting better wage rates but also a
moral cause that demanded the destruction ofJim Crow" (116).
Gellman and Roll do a fine job of demonstrating the difficulties
and messiness of organizing. Indeed, activists like Williams and Whitfield faced the challenges of failure, government and business-backed
repression, and the frustrations of coping with expressions of religious and secular sectarianism. Williams, for instance, was beaten by
thugs in eastern Arkansas while assisting the STFU. And soon he was
fired from the STFU leadership for supposedly seeking greater ties
between the union and the American Communist Party. Williams and
Whitfield also caught the attention of the communist-hunting Dies
Committee. Moreover, the pace of change was often slow. Whitfield's
eye-catching 1939 demonstration of homeless sharecroppers initially
achieved only modest gains in the immediate aftermath of his meeting with Roosevelt. "Landless farmers," Gellman and Roll explain,
"had gotten 'a Raw Deal"' (102). Finally, these left-leaning preachers
had numerous enemies from within the faith-based community. The
Arkansas-based leadership of the Presbyterian Church fired Williams
for his involvement with union activists in 1934, and a decade later,
he feuded with far-right Church leaders in Detroit. Indeed, Roll and
Gellman highlight the clear tensions between right-wing preachers
and those on the left, offering a useful corrective to historian Michael
Kazin's demonstrably inaccurate claim that "the sharp division between the religious Left and Right emerged only after World War II"
(Kazin, In Search ofProgressive America, 142).
Undergraduates, graduate students, general readers, and today's social justice activists, especially those from the faith-based
community, will profit from learning about the lives of these impressive figures. Hopefully, future historians will follow Gellman
and Roll's lead by producing more studies that link the struggle
against white supremacy to the fight for economic justice.
Chad Pearson
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The Challenge ofBlackness: The Institute of the Black World and Political
Activism in the 1970s. By Derrick E. White. (Gainesville:
University Press of Florida, 2011.
Acknowledgements,
illustrations, notes, bibliography, index. Pp. xix, 288. $69.95
cloth.)
"Where do we go from here?" Martin Luther King posed the
question before his assassination in 1968, when the civil rights
movement had achieved liberal triumphs in the battle for racial
justice. Yet the black freedom struggle was still engaging questions
of economic inequality and cultural pride, while also fighting an
emerging conservative backlash and weathering its own internal
strains. In the 1970s, an Atlanta-based think tank called the Institute of the Black World (IBW) kept seeking answers to King's
critical question. Derrick White's The Challenge of Blackness chronicles the rise and fall of the IBW during the "long seventies." White
shows that the IBW, though a radical organization, developed a
"synthetic Black analysis" that bridged the aspirations of many activists and politicians.
A large roster of scholar-activists helped shape the course of
the IBW, including Lerone Bennett Jr., Joyce Ladner, and Sterling
Stuckey. Three figures, however, loom large in White's book. Spelman College theologian Vincent Harding, a speechwriter for King
who fused black nationalism with Christian doctrine, first started
discussing plans for a black institute with Morehouse College
scholar Stephen Henderson, whose research examined theories of
a black aesthetic. William Strickland, by contrast, sprang from a
base of urban grassroots politics, having previously run the Northern Student Movement and helped organize the 1967 Black Power
Conference. Their distinct interests and experiences informed the
IBW's mission of seeking practical intellectual and political methods for transforming black communities in the 1970s.
Upon its founding in 1969, the IBW particularly contributed to
the rise and identity of Black Studies programs, which were springing up on campuses nationwide. While its members weighed in
on debates through national publications, they also implemented a Black Studies Curriculum at the Atlanta University Center,
strengthening a broader challenge to the accommodationist patterns among Historically Black Colleges and Universities (HBCUs).
Through a communal intellectual process, the IBW insisted that
HBCUs needed to attack assumptions ofWestern civilization, main-
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tain an independent integrity, and speak to the practical concerns
of African American communities.
The IBW soon began defining itself as an activist think tank.
Through its publications, lectures, and consortium of scholars, it
sought to be both radical and pragmatic. At first, Atlanta's new King
Center provided funding and autonomy. However, the King Center,
helmed by Coretta Scott King, crafted a public memory of Martin
Luther King based on liberalism, nonviolence, and racial integration, and it objected to the IBW's more ambitious and controversial
agenda. By 1971, the IBW had undergone reorganization. It remained independent, but it was smaller, with less consistent funding,
and many of its associates needed to take university jobs, which diminished the possibilities for genuine collaborative scholarship.
Still, the early 1970s showcased both a surging energy among
grassroots activists and the rise of black elected officials. The IBW
joined the wider dialogue by drafting an agenda that sought progressive benchmarks such as national health insurance, a higher
minimum wage, and more educational aid, while avoiding touchy
topics such as reparations. Its work lent a starting point for the
National Black Political Agenda that developed at the 1972 Gary
Convention, even if that gathering revealed the growing disconnect between political aspirants and radical activists. IBW associates
also advised Maynard Jackson during his triumphant run for Atlanta mayor in 1973, though Jackson could never enact a genuinely
transformative program for his city's persistent racial ills.
Through the mid-l 970s, the IBW formulated ideas through
scholarly connections with radical intellectuals such as Walter
Rodney and Grace Lee Boggs, and it disseminated ideas through
a syndicated newspaper column and various publications. Its synthetic radical analysis sought to bridge the widening "race vs. class"
gulf between Black Nationalists and Marxists. Yet the organization
declined over the course of the decade. The office suffered a rash
of break-ins, which its members attributed to federal government
surveillance ofradical organizations. As the nation's politics shifted
rightward and the economy stalled, the IBW relied on foundations,
donations, and personal sacrifices to survive; but after 1975, its key
members rarely met to produce scholarship that searched for concrete political, economic, and cultural solutions to reorient the
nation's priorities.
The ChaUenge of Blackness profiles an institute with a limited profile and impact, and the writing suffers from some repetition. Yet
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the book displays a clear organization and effectively weaves together archival research, oral histories, and the IBW's own publications
. to situate it within the intellectual milieu of African American politics in the 1970s. "In general," writes White, "the IBW's history is
a metaphor for the difficulties faced by the entire Black Freedom
Struggle during the long seventies" ( 14). His study possesses an
analytical rigor that adds to the emerging understanding of this
critical decade of both racial change and stasis.
Aram Goudsouzian

University of Memphis

The New Encyclopedia ofSouthern Culture. Volume 18: Media. Edited by
Allison Graham and Sharon Monteith. (Chapel Hill: University
of North Carolina Press, 2011. Illustrations, bibliography,
index. Pp. xx, 464, $26. 95 paper.)

This supplemental volume to the groundbreaking original Encyclopedia casts a wide net - from 19th century newspapers to Hee
Haw to biogs. The collection generally succeeds and it is a worthy
acquisition for research libraries. It offers good browsing but it
does have some flaws.
Broad essays on "Southern media cultures" set the tone for this
compilation. The authors describe distinctly Southern images that
eventually emerged as national trends. For example, Norman Studios in Jacksonville produced hundreds of silent films between 1900
and 1920; after that period, the entire industry shifted from Florida
to California. In fact, Hollywood movies have retained a fascination with Southern landscapes, accents, and family ties in horror
movies as well as in documentaries and dramas. Familiar representations of the South often perpetuated stereotypes and revealed
deeper connotations. Comic strips, such as Pogo or Depression-era
"hillbilly" comics, provided laughs but also exposed images of stubborn poverty. The lovable scofflaws on The Dukes of Hazzard and
the sharp-tongued divas on Designing Women represented complex
manifestations of gender roles. These and many other illustrations
are placed in thoughtful context early in the volume.
The South fascinates because it is both traditional and unconventional. Ted Turner's CNN challenged the New York-based
national television structure. Florida's own Stetson Kennedy bravely stood up to the Ku Klux Klan and published his essays in national
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magazines. The challenge to tradition, in a region celebrated for
its rigid social customs, establishes a major theme of this collection:
-the Civil Rights era.
Entire sections of these introductory essays, as well as many
individual entries on themes such as photojournalism or film censorship, discuss the Movement. The focus on Civil Rights provides
many creative interpretations but also overshadows other worthy
topics. The Great Depression and the recent rise of Southern Conservatism deserve more attention. Even more mundane events
such as natural disasters, advertising, or cooking shows could have
broadened the scope of this volume. Entries on the media portrayal of Martin Luther King or segregation are valid, but what about
the media portrayal of Bill Clinton or Huey Long?
Another shortcoming is a woeful lack of photos. At least one
photo is needed for each item. A comprehensive piece on Southern magazines, for example, lists dozens of titles but few details.
The names themselves do have value, and listing them together
here lifts many titles from obscurity. Such valuable information
might best be utilized if each entry had a photo and some additional information. With its dearth of stills from the many movies that
are mentioned herein, scant screen shots of blogs, and no maps,
the print version of this edition on "media" truly shows the shortcomings of paper itself.
To their credit, the authors offer unique and creative viewpoints. And it is interesting to note that there seem to be as many
talented scholars of the South in Manchester and London as there
are in Memphis or in Mississippi. The internal variety of topics they
discuss is incongruous at times. For example, a Native American
newspaper that began in 1828 yields to the very next entry, on
"Chick Flicks." The editors and contributors mostly discuss twentieth century material, with a strong helping of recent pop culture.
As with any compendium of this type, readers will quarrel about
what should or should not have been included. The music of Elvis
Presley is not discussed here, although his movies are covered at
length. The "Dixie Chicks Controversy," concerning the band's
clash with President George W. Bush, is a debatable choice for
inclusion. An early essay on Southern accents in the media falls
flat. Nevertheless, the authors truly shine when they discuss the
larger ramifications of popular Southern stereotypes. They offer
consistently excellent discussions of movies such as Deliverance and
A Streetcar Named Desire. They analyze numerous documentaries,
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television shows, and unsung magazines such as Living Blues. These
entries will send readers scrambling to find out more. Helpful bibliographies close out each introductory essay at the beginning of
the book. Overall, these sometimes obscure topics are placed in a
wide, thoughtful context.
As part of a valuable series, this entry on "media" maintains a
very high standard of quality. Browsing through it will reward and,
like a favorite episode of Andy Griffith, ultimately satisfy.
Sean McMahon

Florida Gateway College

Warriors Without Wars: Seminole Leadership in the Late Twentieth
Century. By Patricia R. Wickman. (Tuscaloosa: University of
Alabama Press, 2012. Acknowledgments, illustrations, notes,
bibliography, index. Pp. xii, 424. $49.95 cloth.)
In 1957, the Seminoles of Florida, exercising their rights under the 1934 Indian Reorganization Act, adopted a constitution
and bylaws and became a federally recognized tribe. Known as
the Seminole Tribe of Florida, it featured an elected Tribal Council that provided general governance while a Board of Directors
was to conduct business affairs. This hierarchical form of white
man's governance bore no resemblance to traditional Southeastern Indian tribal leadership, which was predominantly consensual
in nature. Nevertheless, it provided the Seminoles a vehicle by
which to pursue their exercise of sovereignty. Historians have generally identified four eras in the development of tribal leadership.
During its formative years (1957-71), the tribe was led by Christian Indians who had been instrumental in its founding. Lacking
an independent source of funds, and with limited skills to pursue
their development goals, these leaders remained under control of
the Bureau of Indian Affairs. Conditions began to change rapidly
under the chairmanship of Howard Tommie (1971-79). He took
advantage of Great Society employment and training programs
to develop a cadre of tribal members capable of exercising leadership in the future. More importantly, Tommie overcame legal
challenges from state and local governments to establish the tribe's
sovereign right to sell tax'-free cigarettes on the reservations. The
groundwork was laid for the impending Seminole renaissance.
However, it would be during the extended tenure of the dynamic
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James E. Billie (1979-2003) that the Seminole Tribe of Florida
pushed the envelope of sovereignty beyond all previous boundaries, establishing a national precedent for operating high stakes
bingo and other gaming on Indian reservations. In the process,
the Seminoles became extremely wealthy people with attendant social and political ills that generally accompany sudden exposure to
great wealth. The events of this tumultuous era and its aftermath
are perceptively chronicled in Patricia R. Wickman's work Warriors
Without War.
The author is a social scientist who has produced several notable books on the Seminoles. In 1992, she was hired by Chairman
Billie to promote the tribe's cultural heritage and served as Director of its Anthropology and Genealogy Department; she took up
residence on the Big Cypress Reservation, and for fifteen years
lived and worked with the tribal members. However, Wickman was
more than just another non-Indian employee; she became a friend
and confidant of the chairman. This placed her at the epicenter of
Seminole social and political life. Ironically, the great strength of
Wickman's work-that it is based on an insider's perspective-can
also be seen as a weakness. Anyone who has written a biography
knows it is nearly impossible to provide an objective analysis of persons or events with which the author has been closely associated.
Although she presents a balanced critique of Billie's strengths and
flaws, both as an individual and a leader, the author never wavers
in her admiration for his warrior ethos: "He never turned away
from a fight. James Billie was the quintessential Warrior Without
War" (79).
The book's title derives from Wickman's belief that modern
Seminole leaders are fulfilling the warrior role that has been their
tradition for centuries. She wrote: "From 1957 and the creation of
the political entity, based upon the institution of a white-man's-style
constitution and bylaws, the concomitant growth of a Euro-American-style bureaucratic infrastructure created brand new avenues to
power and preferment for 'politicians' in the new 'Seminole Tribe
of Florida'" (5). Furthermore, these modern warriors lead a tribe
" . . . seeking not the assumption of sovereignty but its reassertion
in the face of continuing and mounting attempts from the white
man's government to suppress its exercise and force the assimilation of its citizens" (14-15).
The major force driving Seminoles in the exercise of their
sovereign rights was James Billie. During his nearly six terms in of-
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fice, the tribe enjoyed unparalleled prosperity based on proceeds
from its gaming operations, and the people's standard of living
improved dramatically.
The aggressive chairman-Wickman
calls him a "visionary"-led the tribe into a variety of enterprises
to broaden its economic base; these included commercial agriculture, a cattle ranch and hotel in Nicaragua, and even a small
aircraft manufacturing plant. Most of these ventures failed, but
the gaming provided an ever increasing source of income. Near
the end of his tenure, Billie, always a controversial figure and
frequently under investigation by federal authorities, became embroiled in a number of court cases-but he was never convicted of
any crime. The other members of the Tribal Council, chafing under the chairman's efforts to control their lavish spending, seized
this opportunity to supplant him. He was suspended in May of
2001, and two years later, the Tribal Council, acting on specious
constitutional grounds, removed Billie from office. Their action
was irreversible; there was no process for appeal. Billie attempted
to run for office in 2007 but was denied on a residency technicality.
As Wickman summarized the situation: "The end of James Billie's
reign was the beginning of a fourth generation in Seminole leadership. The Seminole people seem to have accepted Mitchell and
David Cypress (the new chairman and his brother) and their style
of leadership, much of which they learned from James Billie and
the rest of which appears to center far more on money than on cultural preservation. This attitude may or may not support a future
for the Seminole Indians as a distinct group" (338-39).
Wickman concluded her compelling narrative prematurely. Otherwise, she could have reported an incredible reversal of
political fortune. In May of 2011, the Seminole Tribe of Florida returned James E. Billie to the position of chairman with a substantial
majority of the vote. At the same time, all of his foes on the Tribal
Council were defeated. Thus, a decade after he was ousted, not by
the people but by alienated colleagues, Billie is again in position
to exercise his unique style of leadership. It will be instructive to
see if Wickman resumes the role of biographer for one of the most
fascinating figures in modern Indian history.
Harry A. Kersey, Jr.
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End Notes
In Memorium: Patrick Smith (1927-2014)

By Maurice O'Sullivan
In the mid-l 980s, Sloan Wilson, the bestselling author of The
Man in the Gray Flannel Suit ( 1955) and A Summer Place ( 1958), invited me to dinner on Park Avenue in Winter Park to let me know
that he had decided to leave Florida. Surprised, I asked him why,
reminding him that he had often told me about his vision of writing a giant, multi-generational, Michneresque novel about Florida.
Sloan took his pipe out, smiled sadly and said, "Socky, have
you read Patrick Smith's A Land Remembered? It's the perfect Florida
novel."
Sloan's words have proved prophetic. When Patrick Smith
died on January 26, 2014, his 1984 novel had grown from a book
popular among ranchers and historians to a cultural icon, an essential text in our literary canon with an appeal unparalleled in
the state. Soon after it was published, Patrick received the Florida
Historical Society's Charlton W. Tebeau Award for his book as the
Most Outstanding Florida Historical Novel, and for the next thirty
years it and he continued to win awards. Beginning in 2002, Florida
Monthly Magazine's annual poll of its readers named the novel the
best Florida book for ten consecutive years.
In 1999 Patrick became only the second living artist inducted
into the Florida Artists Hall of Fame; in 2002 the Florida Historical Society named him winner of the Fay Schweim Award as the
Greatest Living Floridian, a one-time recognition for the person
who had done the most for Florida's history; in 2012 he received
the Florida Lifetime Achievement Award; and in 2013 Rick Scott
presented him the Governor's Great Floridian Award. Few things
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suggest his popularity more than the extraordinary range of organizations which have honored him, a remarkable list that includes
both the Daughters of the American Revolution and the Florida
Cracker Travel Association, both the Florida Audubon Society and
Toastmasters International.
As those awards, and the dozens of others he received during his lifetime, including nominations for the Pulitzer and Nobel
Prize, show, Patrick had the unique ability to teach a dizzyingly heterogeneous assortment of organizations and people how to find
common ground. I refer to him as Patrick not out of disrespect
but to acknowledge his willingness to befriend everyone with his
charming combination of southern gentility and absolute honesty.
As comfortable talking with grade school children as academic
scholars, he was the kind of man whom everyone regarded as a
friend. Despite his fame and recognition, he remained generous
and unpretentious, living modestly in the same canal front home
on Merritt Island for 48 years and regularly trying to answer the
thousands of schoolchildren who wrote him. His publisher and
friend David Cussen remembers him as a gentle soul with a remarkably complex mind behind his simple, modest manner and
appearance.
Patrick Smith was born on October 8, 1927 in Mendenhall, a
small Mississippi city, and graduated from Ole Miss in 1947, two
minor blemishes which Floridians long ago forgave. After marrying
a Florida girl, Iris Doty, and working in public relations at Hinds
Junior College and the University of Mississippi, he finally moved
to Florida in 1966. As Director of Public Relations at Brevard Community College, now Eastern Florida State College, he helped the
college, only six years old when he arrived, define its identity and
develop into a school that today has four campuses and 35,000 students. In 2000 the college recognized his 22 years of service by
naming him a Foundation Governor Emeritus.
With our weather and history, coastlines and cultures, Florida has always had a remarkable appeal to writers. And we have
always welcomed them into the oldest and what is arguably the
richest, most complex and most diverse literary tradition in the
United States. A few writers, like our first novelist, Franc;ois-Rene,
the vicomte de Chateaubriand, the ex-slave turned epic poet Al bey
Allson Whitman, and even the author of our state song, Stephen
Foster, felt compelled to write about Florida without ever visiting.
Others, like Ernest Hemingway and Elizabeth Bishop, Harriet
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Beecher Stowe and Wallace Stevens, visited and dallied before continuing their wanderings.
.
But like Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings and Marjory Stoneman
Douglas, Zora Neale Hurston and John D. MacDonald, Patrick not
only fell in love with the Sunshine State, he found a home here.
Like all love affairs, his was complicated. What he loved most about
the state-its native people, its workers, its swamps, its wildernessseemed constantly threatened. His novels became his love letters
to them and us, attempts to help us understand their value, their
beauty, and their fragility.
While his career was in public relations, his passion was writing,
a calling he discovered as a teen. He finished his first novel, The
River is Home ( 1953), a coming of age story about thirteen-year-old
Skeeter, a river rat, at 21 and continued writing throughout his life.
Not surprisingly for a young writer who spent his early years watching the Great Depression reshape American life, that first book
shows his fascination with the way people on the margin of society
struggle to build meaningful lives. As the Corey family ekes out a
living along the Pearly River swamps of lower Mississippi, their son
Skeeter learns the lessons of emotional, psychological and physical
survival on the water. In a universe controlled by the flow of the
river, Skeeter finds that nature offers the solace that life often lacks
for those who can learn to adapt to its demands and rhythms.
Like his first, the title of his second novel, The Beginning (1967),
starts with a definite article reflecting the confidence of youth,
even though it appeared twenty years later and shows a far broader
in social dynamics. Working in the University of Mississippi's public
relations office during the struggle over James Meredith's enrollment, he had a unique chance to observe the effect of integration
on traditional Southern institutions and the communities that both
support and challenge them. In The Beginning he uses the fictional
Southern Mississippi town of Midvale to explore how the voting
rights law and civil rights movement shifted the cultural tectonic
plates of the South and affected families both black and white.
In Florida, his creative juices flowed more steadily. He began,
as he had in Mississippi, with a river, but this time his setting was the
River of Grass, the Everglades. His two novels centering on Seminoles, Forever Island ( 1973) and Allapattah ( 1979), focus on two very
different men to trace the inexorable advance of the interlinked
corporate and bureaucratic world on a traditional way of life. Both
the octogenarian Charlie Jumper and the young Toby Tiger find
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their worlds shattered by the unforgiving and unrelenting forces
of progress and western civilization. AB Toby's friend, Josie Billy, a
Seminole who believes in adaptation, points out, ''You're fighting
the wind, and no one can fight the wind. You have to bend with
it. Even the trees know this." While both Charlie and Toby understand that inexorable fact, neither can bend enough.
Despite the gulf in their ages, they share a reverence for their
people's past, lives as removed from modern society as possible, a
willingness to judge people by their actions rather than their race,
and admiration for massive reptiles. Charlie feeds and cares for
Little George, an ancient one-eyed alligator, while Toby makes
regular pilgrimages to visit the last four crocodiles living near his
grandfather's hammock.
Both stories, like all his fiction, are deceptively simple. In Forever Island Charlie wants to pass the traditions of his people down to
his grandson but finds that the land he has lived on for sixty years
has been sold to developers who want to create an enormous housing project. While his more adaptive son prepares to adjust to the
loss of their land, Charlie, who lives in a chickee with his wife Lillee,
first joins his friend and neighbor Seth in a guerilla war against the
bulldozers and contractors draining the swamp before setting off
into the heart of the swamp to find the mythical Forever Island.
The younger Toby, who lives with his wife in an abandoned
City of Miami bus with a chickee attached to it, stays as close to
nature as he can while earning a meager living through a variety
of odd jobs: working for a state highway department crew, rebuilding engines, gigging frogs for restaurants, wrestling alligators and
carving figures for tourists. His rebellion is first limited to painting
the old native word for crocodile-allapattah-on road signs. After
he shoots a deer out of season and a corrupt Justice of the Peace
confiscates his airboat and sends him to jail, his precarious finances
collapse. No longer willing to compromise with the encroaching
world of restriction and limitation, he tries to deal with his fear and
anger by dynamiting a dike to return the water system to its original
state. Finally, he dresses in the warrior clothes that his grandfather's grandfather had worn while fighting with Osceola, Wild Cat
and Billy Bowlegs in the Seminole Wars and leaves on a final quixotic journey to wrestle the unbeatable, invincible crocodile.
Between those Seminole stories, Patrick published Angel City
(1978), a novel about the modern day slaves in migrant labor
camps. Driven from West Virginia by taxes and rising costs, Jared
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Teeter takes his family to Florida in search of a better life. They find
themselves in Angel City, a name borrowed from the lightly popuJated community on the Horti Point peninsula of Merritt Island.
There the family picks tomatoes and goes deeper and deeper into
debt to the crew chief Silas Creedy, whose name and behavior echo
Harriet Beecher Stowe's Simon Legree. Creedy controls his workers in a two acre compound surrounded by an eight-foot chain link
fence with barbed wire on top, by forcing them into debt, threatening them steadily with violence, and distracting them by regularly
distributing bottles of wine.
Life in Angel City steadily deteriorates, as Creedy takes some
of the children captive in his house to stop his workers from escaping and then buses the men out to pick sugar cane, corn and
cucumbers. Just as Forever Island shows Charlie's close relationship with his cracker neighbor, Seth, Jared's closest friendship is
with the African-American Cy, for whom he names his new son.
When Jared finally rebels and frees the camp from Creedy and
his men in an explosion of violence, Jared is left in uncertainty
about his future, trying to convince his family that "We'll make
it somehow." That "somehow" reflects the family's questionable
prospects no clearer when he describes their future with a series
of equally vague adverbs: "Maybe that fruit stand is still out there
... maybe we'll have to go back to the mountains so's I can work
in the mines." Here Patrick recognizes that the world of the displaced rarely has certainty.
These three novels reflect his fascination with the tradition of
social protest novels perhaps best epitomized by Victor Hugo and
Emile Zola, Charles Dickens and John Dos Passos, John Steinbeck
and Upton Sinclair. While his works, the creations of a storyteller rather than a stylist, may offer relatively little interest to those
interested in the highly introspective and minimally plotted postmodernist novels and contemporary literary fiction, they have had
enormous appeal to general readers. Forever Island:s popularity in
Eastern Europe, an area with a long tradition of fiction concerned
with social issues, led to an invitation by the Soviet Writers Union
for Smith to visit Russia and Uzbekistan, which, in turn, resulted in
his account of that journey, In Search of the Russian Bear: An American Writers Odyssey in the Former Soviet Union ( 2001) . After a talk in
Samarkand to a large audience, he was stunned to find 400 people
waiting for his autograph on their well-worn copies of the Uzbek
translation of Forever Island.

https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol92/iss3/1

196

Society: Florida Historical Quarterly, Volume 92, Number 3

END NOTES

657

In exploring the collision of cultures, his sympathy is always
with the community rich in history and tradition. But he is enough
of a realist to recognize that those ways of life are often doomed.
Just as the Teeters of Angel City can never return to their old life
in the Appalachian valley named after their family, Toby Tiger in
Allapattah will never be able to live on his grandfather's hammock
and follow the old ways of the Seminoles. The elegiac tone of many
of his best novels recognizes the inevitability that social change is
relentless and unforgiving in its destruction of the past. His ability
to tell these stories powerfully and memorably is clearly apparent
in the 1980 CBS movie version of Angel City, starring Ralph Waite,
Paul Winfield and Jennifer Jason Leigh.
Much of the power of these books comes from their authenticity. In the Summer 2012 issue of Forum, the magazine of the Florida
Humanities Council, Barbara O'Reilley describes in detail Patrick's
visits to the Big Cypress Reservation and his growing friendship
with James Billie, who would become a legendary Seminole chief.
There he learned about the Seminoles from the community itself. To understand the world of migrant workers for Angel City, he
spent his weekends and vacations in Homestead, joining migrant
crews picking whatever was in season, eating with them and sleeping with them. His fascination with the stories people told him and
his willingness to enter their worlds provides the distinctive anthropological authority of his stories.
His last novel, The Seas That Mourn (2003), has the strongest autobiographical component of any of his books, created largely from
his memories of serving in the U.S. Merchant Marine during World
War II, a detail he emphasizes with a photo showing himself on a Merchant Marine Training Ship. The book's protagonist, Jimmy Kindall,
leaves the University of Mississippi to enlist in the Merchant Marine
and ships out on the Juniper Springs. (Even in a novel that has nothing
to do with Florida, he managed to slip in an allusion to the popular
springs in the Ocala National Forest.) Most of the novel focuses on
the camaraderie and challenges to men and ships working the North
Atlantic during wartime. While the novel suggests thatJimmy has won
a hard fought recovery from the post-traumatic effects of a torpedoing
when, on the last page, he sees his fiancee Glenda and they prepare to
go home to Mississippi, the book also offers the possibility that this is
merely another illusion Jimmy must work through.
As powerful and valuable as his other works are, A Land &membered is his defining achievement, a novel that derives much of
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its rich detail from stories told him by multi-generational Florida
residents, including his wife's family which came to the state in
1830. While he does not avoid the social problems at the heart
of his other fiction, he folds them into a work far larger in scope,
more complex in development and richer in language than any
of his earlier novels. In a book that combines the family saga and
historical epic with the cracker cowboy and protest novel, he follows three generations of the Mclvey family from 1858 to 1968, the
years that shaped modern Florida and saw its population explode
from roughly 100,000 people to six and a half million. Opening
just before the Civil War and ending at the dawn of contemporary
Florida, the year Kennedy Space Center became the permanent
home of all U.S. manned space flights, before the opening of
Disney World transformed tourism in the state, before Miami Vice
brought glamour and notoriety to Miami Beach and before their
NCAA football championships attracted national attention to Florida, Florida State and the University of Miami, A Land Remembered
traces the evolution of the Sunshine State from its vast herds of
free range cattle through its citrus and agricultural bloom into its
dizzying developmental boom.
The Maclveys steadily adapt to that rapidly changing physical
and economic landscape, moving steadily south from the Georgia
border to Miami Beach, as the patriarch, the stoic, indomitable
Tobias, rises from a subsistence farmer to a cattle baron with vast
orange groves, his restless, passionate son Zech expands their real
estate holdings and agricultural interests, and his emotionally
guarded, entrepreneurially driven grandson Sol turns their holdings into a far-reaching real estate and banking empire. Only at the
end of his life does Sol, ironically named for Solomon the Hebrew
King whose wisdom helped him understand everything but himself, realize that much of what he has done to preserve the Maclvey
legacy has actually shattered it by destroying much of the landscape
that nurtured his family and failing to leave an heir.
In A Land Remembered, the first two generations of Maclveys understand the need not merely to survive in the face of starvation
and death, natural disasters and human malevolence but to create
meaningful lives that respect others and the world in which they
live. They succeed by building substantial communities around
their family, and family itself proves a fluid concept when the former slave Skillit adopts the Maclvey name for his family and both
the ex-confederate soldier Frog and Zech 's Seminole wife Tawanda
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are buried as Maclveys. (Even animals become part of their extended family when Zech insists on burying his beloved marshtackie
Ishmael in a grave next to his infant daughter.)
Selfishness and isolation subvert and destroy both community
and the land. Unable or unwilling to recognize that success and
wealth are merely means to an end rather than the ends themselves, Sol's unwillingness to marry or have children parallels his
failure to understand that his implacable focus on profit will prove
equally barren. In a novel which celebrates the land as sacred, his
half-brother, the Seminole leader Toby, points out to him that in
destroying a custard apple forest which their father loved, he has
committed a sacrilegious act: "It is not just swamp! ... It is God you
are killing. He put the land here for all creatures to enjoy, and you
are destroying it. When you destroy the land, you destroy God."
Unlike Adam, Sol takes years to understand his fall from grace.
Even then he never fully accepts responsibility, pleading ignorance
for his actions while accusing others of selfishness for theirs.
As A Land Remembered gained greater and greater popularity,
fueled initially by its popularity among cattlemen and librarians,
Pineapple Press decided to publish a two volume school edition.
That edition introduced thousands of students to their state's history and made Patrick a cult figure among the young, who clamored
to meet him and wrote him thousands of letters. Their fascination
with his book also reflects their admiration for his honesty. While
some adults wanted to protect elementary students from the realistic treatment of loss, death and sorrow in the book, the students
themselves, often far smarter than we give them credit for, respected his honesty, learning from him that much of what shapes our
character is how we deal with death and loss.
Despite the lack of any historical evidence, popular culture
has long embraced an image of Homer as a blind bard thrilling
audiences with his songs of Troy's fall and Odysseus' adventures
as he wandered through the fragmented tribes of Greece's Dark
Ages. Those tales, with their shared vision of an epic past, helped
knit what had been often anarchic warring clans into a complex
community of city states able to forge powerful cultural, political,
economic and military alliances.
As fiction and film have become our primary narrative forms,
Patrick Smith has served as Florida's Homer, offering us an epic if
slightly elegiac vision of a past both wondrous and troubling in a
land both abundant and fragile. Growing from antebellum settlers
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scratching out a living to fabulously wealthy urban developers, the
Maclveys' story reveals the inevitability of change and loss. While
Tobias and Zech recognize the paradox that that our very presence
threatens the environment that attracts us, a delicate interdependent ecology which can only survive if we are willing to build
communities that adapt to it and make the sacrifices necessary to
preserve its health, Sol's self-centered life and single-minded efforts to profit from his land result in destroying what his family had
carefully nurtured and preserved.
In Allapattah, Toby Tiger's wife tells him that the warrior outfit his grandfather has preserved is "from the past, and the past is
gone forever." While much of the world of the early Maclveys, like
that of Charlie Jumper and Toby's grandfather, may have passed
into history, so long as Patrick Smith's novels survive those worlds
will never fully disappear. His great achievement has been to preserve the memories of that land and those cultures so that we can
both celebrate them and learn how to live better lives and become
better stewards of the Florida that has been entrusted to us.
Annual Meeting and Symposium of the Florida Historical Society
May 22-24, 2014
Ft. Lauderdale, Fla.
THEME: Les Fran~ais en Floride: Cultural and Historical Influences
The Florida Historical Society seeks submissions for its Annual
Meeting & Symposium to be held May 22-24, 2014 in Fort Lauderdale, Florida. The conference hotel will be the Hyatt Regency
Pier Sixty-Six. Information about conference registration and hotel reservations has been posted at http:/ /myfloridahistory.org/
annualmeeting.
THE FLORIDA HISTORICAL SOCIETY ARCHAEOLOGICAL
INSTITUTE (FHSAI)
The Florida Historical Society (FHS) has established a new department focusing on the intersection of history and archaeology.
FHS launched the Florida Historical Society Archaeological Institute (FHSAI) on March 4, 2014.
Established in 1856, the Florida Historical Society has been
supporting archaeology in the state for more than a century.
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FHS was the first state-wide organization dedicated to the preservation of Florida history and prehistory, as stated in our 1905
constitution. We were the first state-wide organization to preserve
Native American artifacts such as stone pipes, arrowheads, and pottery, and the first to actively promote and publish archaeological
research dating back to the early 1900s. Archaeology enthusiast
Clarence B. Moore became a Member of the Florida Historical
Society in 1907, and donated his written works to the Library of
Florida History.
From the early twentieth century to the present, leading Florida
archaeologists have had their work published in the FHS journal,
The Florida Historical Quarterly. The Florida Historical Society was
instrumental in the creation of the position of State Archaeologist and the establishment of the Florida Anthropological Society
(FAS) in the 1940s, and served as host of the Florida Public Archaeology Network (FPAN) East Central Region from 2010 through
2013. Under the direction ofFHS, the East Central Region was one
of FPAN's most successful.
Today, FHS is continuing our long tradition of supporting
archaeology in the state with the Florida Historical Society Archaeological Institute (FHSAI). The mission statement says that FHSAI
"is dedicated to educating the public about Florida archaeology
through research, publication, educational outreach, and the promotion of complimentary work by other organizations."
The FHSAI Advisory Board is a remarkably accomplished
group: DrJerald T. Milanich, Emeritus Professor of Archaeology,
University of Florida; Dr. Kathleen Deagan, Distinguished Research
Curator of Archaeology, Florida Museum of Natural History; Dr.
Annette L. ~napp, Operations Manager, Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum;
Dr. Roger C. Smith, State Underwater Archaeologist, Bureau of
Archaeological Research; and Dr. James G. Cusick, Special Collections Curator, P.K. Yonge Library of Florida History.
Dr. Rachel K. Wentz is director of the new Florida Historical
Society Archaeological Institute. She is former director of the Florida Public Archaeology Network (FPAN) East Central Region, and
author of several books on Florida archaeology, including Chasing
Bones: An Archaeologist's Pursuit of Skeletons and Life and Death at Windover: Excavations of a 7, 000-Year-Old Pond Cemetery. Her latest work,
Searching Sand and Surf The Origins of Archaeology in Florida is the
first "official" publication of FHSAI.
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For more information on the Florida Historical Society
Archaeological Institute (FHSAI) contact Dr. Rachel Wentz at 321·690-1971 ext. 222 or rachel.wentz@myfloridahistory.org, visit the
web site at www.fhsai.org, and "like" us on Facebook at Florida Historical Society Archaeological Institute.
FLORIDA FRONTIERS: THE WEEKLY RADIO MAGAZINE OF
THE FLORIDA HISTORICAL SOCIETY
Florida Frontiers: The Weekly Radio Magazine of the Florida Historical Society, airing on public radio stations throughout the state,
continues to be one of our most successful educational outreach
projects. The program is a combination of interview segments and
produced features covering history-based events, exhibitions, activities, places, and people in Florida. The program explores the
relevance of Florida history to contemporary society and promotes
awareness of heritage and culture tourism options in the state.
The first section of the program each week is a long-form
NPR-style piece from Florida Frontiers producer and host Ben Brotemarkle, Executive Director of the Florida Historical Society. He
talks with authors of books about Florida history and culture; takes
listeners to historic sites around the state; discusses important issues dealing with education and preservation; and demonstrates
how learning about our history and culture can provide a sense of
community to Floridians today.
The second section of the program is a conversation between
Ben Brotemarkle and FHS Educational Resources Coordinator
Ben DiBiase about various items in our archive at the Library of
Florida History in Cocoa. Recent discussions have focused on slave
documents from the El Destino Plantation; the 1821 decree from
Spain informing residents of Florida that they were now living in a
territory of the United States; 19th century Florida money; and the
FHS collection of Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings materials.
The third section of the program is produced by Robert Cassanello, Associate Professor of History at the University of Central
Florida and an award-winning podcaster. Cassanello's segment has
recently featured a look at urban planning in 1920s Jacksonville; a
discussion about wooden Gothic churches in Florida; a visit with
Ernest Hemingway's cats in Key West; and a conversation with
Gilbert King, Pulitzer Prize winning author of Devil in the Grove:
Thurgood Marshall, the Groveland Boys, and the Dawn of a New America.
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Florida Frontiers: The Weekly Radio Magazine of the Florida Historical
Society is currently broadcast on 90.7 WMFE Orlando, Thursdays at
6:30 pm and Sundays at 4:00 pm.; 88.1 WUWF Pensacola, Fridays at
5:30 p.m.; 89.9 WJCT Jacksonville, Mondays at 6:30 pm; 89.5 WFIT
Melbourne, Sundays at 7:00 a.m.; 88.9 WQCS (HD2) Ft. Pierce,
Wednesdays at 9:00 a.m.; 89.1 WUFT Gainesville, Saturdays at 6:00
am and Sundays at 7:30 a.m.; and 90.l WJUF Inverness, Saturdays
at 6:00 am and Sundays at 7:30 a.m. Check your local NPR listings for additional airings. The program is archived on the Florida
Historical Society web site and accessible any time at www.myfloridahistory.org/ frontiers.
Florida Frontiers: The Weekly Radio Magazine of the Florida Historical
Society is made possible in part by the Jessie Ball duPont Fund and
by Florida's Space Coast Office of Tourism, representing destinations from Titusville to Cocoa Beach to Melbourne Beach.
FLORIDA filSTORICAL QUARTERLYPODCASTS

The Florida Historical Quarterly has entered a new era of media. Dr. Robert Cassanello, Associate Professor of History at the
University of Central Florida and a member of the FHQ editorial board, has accepted a new role as the coordinator for podcast
productions. In conjunction with the Public History programs at
UCF, Dr. Cassanello will produce a podcast for each issue of the
Quarterly. Each podcast will consist of an interview with one of the
authors from the most recent issue of the Quarterly. The podcasts
are uploaded to iTunes University and are available to the public at
http:/ I publichistorypodcast. blogspot.com/.
Dr. Jack E. Davis on his article "Sharp Prose for Green: John
D. MacDonald and the First Ecological Novel," which appeared in
Volume 87, no. 4 (Spring 2009).
Dr. Michael D. Bowen on his article "The Strange Tale of Wesley
and Florence Garrison: Racial Crosscurrents of the Postwar Florida
Republican Party" appeared in Volume 88, no. 1 (Summer 2009).
Dr. Nancy]. Levine discussed the research project undertaken
by her students on the Hastings Branch Library that appeared in
Volume 88, no. 2 (Fall 2009).
Dr. Daniel Feller, 2009 Catherine Prescott Lecturer, on "The
Seminole Controversy Revisited: A New Look at Andrew Jackson's
1819 Florida Campaign," Volume 88, no. 3 (Winter 2010).
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Dr. Derrick E. White, on his article "From Desegregation to Integration: Race, Football, and 'Dixie' at the University of Florida,"
Volume 88, no. 4 (Spring 2010).
Dr. Gilbert Din was interviewed to discuss his article "William Augustus Bowles on the Gulf Coast, 1787-1803: Unraveling a
Labyrinthine Conundrum," which appeared in Volume 89, no. 1
(Summer 2010).
Deborah L. Bauer, Nicole C. Cox, and Peter Ferdinando on
graduate education in Florida and their individual articles in Volume 89, no. 2 (Fall 2010).
Jessica Clawson, "Administrative Recalcitrance and Government Intervention: Desegregation at the University of Florida,
1962-1972," which appeared in Volume 89, no. 3 (Winter 2011).
Dr. Rebecca Sharpless, "The Servants and Mrs. Rawlings: Martha Mickens and African American Life at Cross Creek," which
appeared in Volume 89, no. 4 (Spring 2011).
Dr.James M. Denham, "Crime and Punishment in Antebellum
Pensacola," which appeared in Volume 90, no. 1 (Summer 2011).
Dr. Samuel C. Hyde Jr., Dr. James G. Cusick, Dr. William S.
Belko, and Cody Scallions in a roundtable discussion on the West
Florida Rebellion of 1810, the subject of the special issue of the
Florida Historical Quarterly Volume 90, no. 2 (Fall 2011).
Dr. Julian Chambliss and Dr. Denise K Cummings, guest
editors for "Florida: The Mediated State," special issue, Florida Historical Quarterly Volume 90, no. 3 (Winter 2012).
Dr. David H. Jackson, Jr., on his article '"Industrious, Thrifty
and Ambitious': Jacksonville's African American Businesspeople
during the Jim Crow Era," in the Florida Historical Quarterly Volume 90, no. 4 (Spring 2012) and Dr. Tina Bucuvalas, 2012 Jillian
Prescott Memorial Lecturer and winner of the Stetson Kennedy
Award for The Florida Folklife Reader.
Dr. Claire Strom, Rapetti-Trunzo Professor of History at Rollins
College, on her article, "Controlling Venereal Disease in Orlando
during World War II," Florida Historical Quarterly Volume 91, no. 1
(Summer 2012).
Dr. Matthew G. Hyland, on his article, "The Florida Keys Hurricane House: Post-Disaster New Deal Housing," Florida Historical
Quarterly Volume 91, no. 2 (Fall 2012).
Dr. Paul E. Hoffman, guest editor of Volume 91, no. 3 (Winter
2013) on sixteenth century Florida.
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Dr. Christopher Meindl and Andrew Fairbanks were interviewed for the Spring 2013 (Volume 91, no. 4) podcast on their
article (with Jennifer Wunderlich). They talked about environmental history and the problems of garbage for Florida's environment.
Dr. Samuel Watson was interviewed about his article, "Conquerors, Peacekeepers, or Both? The U.S. Army and West Florida,
1810-1811," Volume 92, no. 1 (Summer 2013). His article challenged some of the work published in the Fall 2010 special issue
on the West Florida Rebellion. In his interview Dr. Watson spoke
about the discipline of history and the way in which the field advances as historians debate larger interpretative issues.
Richard S. Dellinger, Esq., attorney with the Orlando firm of
Lowndes, Drosdick, Doster, Kantor & Reed and Vice President for
the 11 th Circuit Court, was interviewed for the Fall 2013 Special
Issue on the 50th Anniversary of the United States District Court,
Middle District of Florida.
FLORIDA HISTORICAL QUARTERLY
AVAILABLE ON JSTOR

The Florida Historical Quarterly is available to scholars and researchers through JSTOR, a digital service for libraries, archives,
and individual subscribers. JSTOR editors spent more than a year
digitizing FHQ volumes 3-83; it became available to academic libraries and individual subscribers in August 2009. The FHQ has
reduced the 5-year window to a 3-year window for greater access.
More recent issues of the Quarterly are available only in print copy
form. JSTOR has emerged as a leader in the field of journal digitization and the FHQjoins a number of prestigious journals in all
disciplines. The Florida Historical Quarterly will continue to be available through PALMM, with a 5-year window.

FLORIDA HISTORICAL QUARTERLY ON FACEBOOK
Join the Florida Historical Quarterly on Facebook. The FHQ
Facebook page provides an image of each issue, the table of contents of each issue, an abstract of each article. There is also a link
to the Quarterly podcasts and the Florida Historical Society. Go to
the FHQ to find information on recent "Calls for Papers" for conferences in Florida and the South.
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GUIDELINES FOR SUBMISSIONS TO THE
FLORIDA HISTORICAL QUARTERLY
The Florida Historical Quarterly is a peer-refereed journal and
. accepts for consideration manuscripts on the history of Florida,
its people, and its historical relationships to the United States, the
Atlantic World, the Caribbean, or Latin America. All submissions
are expected to reflect substantial research, a dedication to writing, and the scholarly rigor demanded of professionally produced
historical work. Work submitted for consideration should not have
been previously published, soon to be published, or under consideration by another journal or press. Authors who are engaged in
open source peer review should watermark any manuscript available through an open source site as "Draft Under Consideration."
Authors should submit an electronic copy in MS Word to the
Florida Historical Quarterly, at Connie.Lester@ucf.edu.
Manuscripts should be typed and double-spaced (excluding
footnotes , block quotes, or tabular matter).
The first page should be headed by the title without the author's name. Author identification should be avoided throughout
the manuscript. On a separate sheet of paper, please provide the
author's name, institutional title or connection, or place of residence, and acknowledgements. Citations should be single-spaced
footnotes, numbered consecutively, and in accordance with the
Chicago Manual of Style. Use the reference feature to create footnotes rather than the superscript button.
Tables and illustrations should be created on separate pages,
with positions in the manuscript indicated.
In a cover letter, the author should provide contact information that includes phone numbers, fax number, email address, and
mailing address. The author should provide a statement of the
substance and significance of the work and identify anyone who
has already critiqued the manuscript.
Images or illustrations to be considered for publication with the
article may be submitted in EPS or PDF electronic format at 300 dpi or
higher. Xeroxed images cannot be accepted. All illustrations should
include full citations and credit lines. Authors should retain letters of
permission from institutions or individuals owning the originals.
Questions regarding submissions should be directed to Connie L. Lester, editor, addressed to Department of History, PO Box
161350, 12790 Acquarius Agora Dr., Suite 551, University of Central Florida, Orlando, FL 32816-1350, by email to Connie.Lester@
ucf.edu, or by phone at 407-823-0261.
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